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HUNDREDS of people flocked 
to Wellington during the townôs 
festival fortnight which took 
place in September. 
Staged around the visit by the 
Tour of Britain race, it has 
been hailed as a great success 
for the town as part of the 
óWellington Experienceô aimed 
to bring more visitors into the 
area. 
Starting with Wellington Food 
Townôs food and craft fair in 
the High Street on September 
4, the festival included a host 
of events including musical 
concerts, cycling activities, a 
family fun day, and the World 
Wellington Boot Throwing 
Competition. 
It also included the Prostate 
Cancer Charity Tour Ride 
where cycling fans were able 
to ride the same route as the 
professionals on stage 4 of the 
Tour of Britain Race which 
passed through the town on 
September 14. 
The festival was organised by 
Wellington Town Council who 
invested Ã2,000 into the 15 
day experience. 
Town Mayor Councillor Andy 
Govier said: ñThe idea for a 
festival came when we real-
ised the historic occasion of 
the Tour of Britain was coming 
though Wellington and we 
thought we should capitalise 
on it to promote the town and 

to encourage existing and new 
businesses. 
ñWe are pleased to see that 
since planning for the festival 
began there have been a num-
ber of new businesses ven-
tures in Wellington and it has 
had a positive impact on trade 
in the town. 
ñIt has been very successful 
and we are really pleased that 
Wellington people have sup-
ported the festival and also 
that a number of traders have 
joined in and showed their 
support. 

ñIn particular we would like to 
thank Wellington Food Town 
for all their hard work and to 
Wellington Chamber of Com-
merce for their efforts.ò 
As well as a variety of events, 
the fun-filled fortnight also in-
cluded an exciting musical 
programme of workshops, 
concerts, and visits to local 
residential homes and schools 
put together by Wellington-
based music development 
agency Superact! 
 

(continued on page 5) 
 

SUCCESS FOR TOWN FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT 

Vintage bike enthusiasts Taunton Tweed Cycle Chic joined Wellington 

Mayor and Mayoress Councillors Andy and Jackie Govier and Deputy 
Mayor Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams for the launch of a new circular 

cycle route in Wellington during Festival Fortnight. 



 

MAYORôS DIARY 
The Town Mayor/Deputy Mayor will be attending 

the following events: 

OCTOBER 
 

10th - Switch on of floodlights at Wellington Tennis 

Club 

NOVEMBER  
 

7th - Field of Remembrance at midday at Welling-
ton Baptist Church, South Street 

11th - Two Minute Silence at 11am in the town 

centre 

14th - Service of Remembrance and wreath laying 

ceremony in Wellington Park at 3.15pm 

16th - Wellington Garden Club party at Lodge Hall  

27th - Christmas Lights Switch On event from 
4.30pm  

DECEMBER 
 

5th - Light up a life service at St John the Baptist 

Church, Wellington at 6.30pm  
 

Please contact the town council office on 662855 or 

email info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk if you 

would like the mayor or deputy mayor to attend 

your forthcoming event. 
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PUPILS from a Wellington Primary 

School experienced a different kind of 

lesson when they shared a drink and bis-
cuits with the town mayor. 

The youngsters from Beech Grove Primary 

School were able to find out about local 

government from the lowest tier at a visit 
to the town council chamber. 

Town Mayor Councillor Andy Govier 

accompanied by Mayoress Councillor 

Jackie Govier, Deputy Mayor Councillor 
Vivienne Stock-Williams, and Town Clerk 

Greg Dyke gave the children first-hand 

accounts of the workings of a town council. 

Members of the school council were also 
treated to a tour of the council chamber and 

were shown important artefacts and photos 

of councillors past and present as they drank squash 

and nibbled on biscuits. 
Councillor Govier also donned his mayoral robes 

for the occasion and showed them his bicorn hat and 

his white gloves. 

He said: ñThis was a really enjoyable morning. The 
pupils from Beech Grove were a credit to their 

school. 

ñTheir behaviour was impeccable and they asked 

some very intelligent questions. 
ñIt was a great opportunity to show them around the 

Council chamber and we hope that we can welcome 

other schools in the future.ò 

Wellington town councillors have visited all the 
primary schools and Court Fields Community 

School in the town recently as part of a move to 

engage closer with young people. 

A procession to mark Remembrance Day in 
Wellington will be held next month led by the 
town mayor in full robes. 
Wellington Town Mayor Councillor Andy Govier 
will lead the procession with members of the 
Royal British Legion from the town council of-
fices in Fore Street shortly before 11am on 
Wednesday November 11. 
The march will finish outside Somerfield in Fore 
Street where the Last Post will be played on the 
bugle to mark the beginning of the two minute 
silence at 11am. 
A Service of Remembrance and wreath laying 
ceremony will also be held in Wellington Park 
on Sunday November 14 at 3.15pm. 

Mayor and Mayoress Andy and Jackie Govier and Deputy 

Mayor Vivienne Stock-Williams welcome pupils and represen-

tatives from Beech Grove School. 

PUPILS SHARE A DRINK WITH THE MAYOR  

REMEMBRANCE DAY 



A whopping Ã1,000 has been 
donated by Wellington Town 
Council for two projects aimed 
at promoting Wellington. 
A grant of Ã750 was given to 
Wellington Chamber of Trade 
and Commerce for the World 
Wellington Boot Championship 
which took place in September 
during Festival Fortnight. 
The event was officially 
opened by Wellington Mayor 
and Mayoress Councillors 
Andy and Jackie Govier who 
made the first throws of the 
day. 
Wacky Nation compered the 
championships which saw peo-
ple of ages and abilities trying their hand at 
flinging welly boots. 
Penny Farthing racer Neal Musson also 
dropped in and gave onlookers a demonstra-
tion of the vintage vehicle in action. 
In addition to the competition there were a 
number of stalls and bouncy castle and slide 
for the children. 
There was also a raffle with fantastic prizes 
including a top prize of two bikes kindly do-
nated by King Cycles. 
South Street Traders have also benefited 

from a Ã250 grant from the town council in 
their  
efforts to promote their interesting and vibrant 
area of independent specialist shops in the 
town. The traders have displayed pennants 
and balloons and provided cloth shopping 
bags to customers during their óSouth Street 
Saturdaysô scheme in August and Septem-
ber.  

Giving it some Welly: Mayor Councillor Andy Govier was the first 

entrant in the World Wellington Boot Championships held in September 

Seeing double: Penny Farthing racer Neal Musson (right) 

compares bikes with Dennis King of King Cycles  

Welly good: Deputy Mayor Councillor 

Vivienne Stock-Williams presented the prizes 

for the best planted and painted Welly boots 
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PROMOTING WELLINGTON 



A ONE day exhibition is to be held in the United Reform 

Church hall on Fore Street at the end of November outlining 

plans to develop 50 hectares of land at Longforth Farm. 

The proposal is for residential and employment development, 

also incorporating a school, a local centre, and public open 

space. 

Representatives from developer Bloor Homes and planning 

consultants Terence OôRourke Ltd will be present at the exhi-

bition on Saturday 27 November from 9.30am to 6pm to ex-

plain their plans and to discuss issues of concern with local 

people. 

A TRADITIONAL spectacle is on offer for 
this yearôs Christmas Lights Switch On in 
Wellington. 
Spectators at the annual event which 
takes place on the last Saturday in No-
vember will be in for a visual treat with a 
special visit from óMaryô, óJosephô 
and donkey (who is making the 
trip from Sidmouth for the occa-
sion). 
There will also be the usual 
carol singing from children, 
once again organised by the 
óBig Singô. 
Traditional Christmas songs 
will be sung around the 
25ft Nordic Christmas 
tree, kindly donated by 
Langford Lakes, which 
will be conducted by 
John Young. 
Song sheets will be given 
out on the evening of Saturday November 
27th so mums, dads, grandparents, 
aunties and uncles and all the family can 
join in with the singing. 

Youngsters 
and par-
ents who 
want to 
take part in 
the singing 

are being asked to assemble at the Asda 
car park off Longforth Road from about 
4.30pm to be ready to process down the 
High Street at 5pm. 
Children will also be handed glo sticks to 
hold as they parade down the street. 
This year is the turn of Wellington Junior 
School pupils to perform the official switch-
ing-on ceremony at about 5.30pm accom-

panied by Mayor Councillor Andy 
Govier. 

More lights will be 
on display this year 
with new decora-
tions spanning the 

roads as part of the 
councilôs rolling pro-

gramme to replace the 
old lights. 
There will also be a display by 

Wellington Majorettes and a free 
roundabout ride for the children. 
Father Christmas will be making his 

usual appearance in his grotto at the Wel-
lington Weekly News office and there will 
also be  members of Wellington Panto-
mime Society dressed up advertising their 
forthcoming production. 
The fun starts from 4.30pm and more in-
formation can be found nearer the event 
on the council website and on posters on 
the council noticeboard. 

TRADTIONAL SCENE FOR CHRISTMAS EVENT  
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LONGFORTH FARM PROPOSALS  

 WELLINGTON TOWN 
COUNCIL  

CONTACT DETAILS  
 

Town Clerk - Greg Dyke 
Assistant Town Clerk - 

Julia Thorne 
Mayor  - Councillor Andy 

Govier 
Address : 28 Fore Street, 

Wellington TA21 8AQ  
Tel. 01823 662855 
Email: info@wellington 
towncouncil.co.uk 
Website www.wellington 
towncouncil.co.uk 
Open Monday to Friday 
10am to 12 noon. 

mailto:info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk.
mailto:info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk
mailto:info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk
http://www.wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk
http://www.wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk


(continued from front page)  
 
Town Clerk Greg Dyke said: 
ñThe aim of the festival was to 
raise the profile of the town 
and attract people to it for the 
benefit of local traders and we 
feel the festival has achieved 
this. 
ñOne of the most positive as-
pects to come from the fort-
night has been the inclusion of 
the different parts of the com-
munity from children through to 
the elderly ï people of all ages 
have been involved. 
ñWe were also delighted in 
particular with local business 
C9 who have not only had 
stalls at various events during 
the festival but also arranged 
musical and circus skill enter-
tainment and took part in the 
window competition.ò 
Prizes for a special óSpot the 
bike partô window competition, organised as 
part of the Wellington Experience Festival Fort-
night, are currently being given out. 
Free day passes for Crealy Adventure Park 
and tickets for the Wellesley Cinema were 
among the awards up for grabs. 
A total of 12 shops took part in the competition, 
organised by Wellington Town Council, with a 

number of other local businesses donating 
prizes including Ben Fox from óOn Your Bikeô 
who gave away bike MOTs for a family of four. 
He said: ñI was only too pleased to donate a 
prize for the cycling-themed competition which 
was aimed at getting people to come and have 
a look around Wellington and see what it has to 
offer. 
ñThe festival was great fun and I hope it will 
encourage more people to take up cycling. 
ñOn Your Bike has the largest selection of used 
bikes in the West as well as offering servicing 
and repairs. 
ñIf people maintain their bikes they will the most 
benefit out of it. A properly maintained bike 
makes riding a better and safer experience.ò 
Other competition prizes included a computer 
service with 1to 1 computer shop, a Ã25 
voucher for the Electrical Shop, a manôs polo 
shirt signed by Somerset County Cricket Team 
2010 and high quality binoculars from SCS 
Astro. 
Wellington Town Council would like to thank all 
the shops and businesses who supported the 
competition and gave prizes.  
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WELLINGTON FESTIVAL FORTNIGHT SUCCESS 

RACE TIME: Thousands of spectators lined the streets of Wellington 

for the Tour of Britain on September 14. The professional cyclists are 

pictured here turning from High Street into South Street. 

Proprietor of óOn Your Bikeô Ben Fox with his 

voucher for bike MOTôs for a family of four. 



LOOKING after the interests of business Wel-

lington Chamber Of Trade & Commerce, acts as 

a voice for the local traders and commercial en-

terprises by promoting their products 

and services and coordinating events 

that gain exposure for members. 

The chamber meets on a regular 

basis the 4th Wednesday of each 

month and welcomes anyone who 

has a business in the town. 

On Wednesday 27th October at 6pm 

the organisation holds its annual 

general meeting in the town council chamber at 

28 Fore Street - a good opportunity for local 

business people to find out more. 

The group is hoping to shortly start a networking 

session which will allow businesses owners and 

employees to chat to each other about the prod-

ucts and services they offer, and hopefully gain 

new clients and trade. 

There are also plans to incorporate information 

sessions in the regular monthly meet-

ings, such as advice about banking 

and pr and publicity.  

The chamber supports the regular 

Farmers Markets which take place on 

the first and third Saturday of each 

month with proposals for a further 

event on November 27th the day of 

the Christmas Lights Switch On. 

Traders are once again being encouraged to take 

part in the best window contest along with the 

odd item in the window competition. 

Businesses interest in finding out more about the 

chamber can visit the website 

www.wellingtonchamber.co.uk 

 WELLINGTON CHAMBER NEWS  
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Volunteers are once again being sought by 
Wellington Town Council for a special data-
base it is putting together of people who 
are able to help out in severe weather. 
The initiative was set up following the town 
councilôs experience last year when the 
snow and ice conditions triggered a deluge 
of phone calls and enquiries from 
people needing help. 
Councillors looked at a number of 
ways the town council could pro-
vide greater assistance to local 
residents and the idea of organising a data-
base of volunteers was agreed as a prior-
ity. 
Responsibility for the road winter service 
lies with the county council and salting the 
highways is carried out to assist with the 
safe movement of vehicles, however re-
sources are not available to treat all roads. 
During the last snow and ice spell the 
county council provided the town council 
with a number of grit bags which were 
made available for the public to pick up and 
use in problem areas. 

Town Clerk Greg Dyke said: ñFortunately 
last time during the adverse weather condi-
tions we were offered help from local peo-
ple to use their vehicles to deliver grit and 
salt to places it was required. 
ñOur experience illustrated both the willing-
ness of individuals to help out and the need 

to coordinate any volunteers. 
ñBy doing this we hope that in future 
assistance can be directed to those 
areas most needed.ò 
In addition to setting up the database 

the council is also undertaking a survey of 
grit bins in the town to ensure they are in 
the best place. 
Two further grit bins have already been 
identified as needed in Tonedale and will 
be installed shortly and there will be a fur-
ther inspection of grit bins carried out in the 
Autumn to ensure they are fit for purpose 
for the coming Winter. 
Anyone who can help in bad weather and 
would like to be on the database can con-
tact the council on 01823 662855 or email: 
info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk 

RESIDENTS HELP REQUIRED IN SEVERE WEATHER  

http://www.wellingtonchamber.co.uk
mailto:info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk


SECURE VALUABLES  

Wellington has a very low 
crime rate which has fallen 
considerably in the last two 
years, but there are lots of 
things that you can do to 
help this reduce even fur-
ther.  
I am still amazed by the 
number of people who do 
not lock their vehicles at 
night. 
There are a few people in our communities 
who can not resist the temptation of money 
left on show in your car. 
If you leave your car unlocked, you might as 
well leave your valuables on the roof of the 
car with a note asking for it to be taken.  
Please do not leave doors and windows open 
and unlocked if you are away from them. It 
again, gives any would be thieves the oppor-
tunity that they are looking for to help them-
selves. 
There are lots of things you can do to help 
both the commu-
nity and yourself 
to reduce crime. 
From simple 
crime prevention 
measures to 
joining your local 
Community Ac-
tion Team or 
Neighbourhood 
watch. Only by 
the communities 
and authorities 
working together 
can we drive 
crime down to 
be the lowest in 
the Country. 
If you have infor-
mation on a 
crime or want to talk to your local police then 
please call in at Wellington Police station, or 
one of our regular Beat surgeries, call us on 
0845 4567 000 or visit the website 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk. 
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Police report by Sgt Stuart Bell 
BLOOMING LOVELY  
COLOURFUL flowers adorned Wellington this 
summer thanks to a major contribution from 
Wellington Town Council. 
The town council gave Wellington in Bloom a 
cheque for Ã1350 towards supplying and plant-
ing beds and baskets and other projects to 
create floral displays and a better environment 
around the town. 
Mayor Councillor Andy Govier said the town 
council were delighted to be able to continually 
support Wellington in Bloom 
He said: ñThe council recognises the invalu-
able work of members of Wellington in Bloom 
and is pleased to be able to give them the 
funds to continue their excellent work. 
ñIt is great to see the town looking so lovely 
with all the colourful flowers which not only 
provides a wonderful place for us to live in but 
also attracts visitors to Wellington.ò 
Working closely with neighbourhood organisa-
tions including Swains Lane Nature Reserve, 
Peace Garden at Friends Meeting House, Wel-
lington Action Group for Dogs (WAG), Commu-

nity Woodland 
Project, Tone-
dale Local Ac-
tion Group, 
and Basins 
Nature Re-
serve, Welling-
ton in Bloom 
has worked to 
enhance the 
town environ-
ment for many 
years. 
The group are 
voluntarily run 
and work in 
partnership 
with the town 
council, Taun-

ton Deane Borough Council, and the Chamber 
of Trade and organise competitions for local 
residents, pre-schools, schools and youth or-
ganisations to encourage best horticultural 
practice. 

Mayor and Mayoress Andy and Jackie Govier with members from Welling-

ton in Bloom at a flower tower outside the United Reformed Church 

http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk


WELLINGTON WEST WARD  
 

Robert Bowrah , BEM 
30 Holyoake Street, Wellington 
TA21 8LD  
Tel 666739  
Email: bobowrah@wellingtontowncouncill.co.uk 
 

Vivienne Stock -Williams  
(Deputy Mayor) 
Lane End House,  
North End Lane,  
Wellington TA21 9QZ  
Tel 673244  
Email: viviennestock-williams 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 

Janet Reed , 
10 Bulford, Wellington TA21 8DE  
Tel 660584 
Email: janetreed 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 

Janet Lloyd ,  
Hazelwood, Whiteball,  
Wellington TA21 OLS  
Tel 672877  
Email: janetlloyd 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk 
 
WELLINGTON EAST WARD  
 

Peter Critchard  
41 Jurston Lane,  
Wellington TA21 8DW  
Tel 668698 
Email: petercritchard 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk 
 

Ross Henley ,  
20 Trinity Close,  
Wellington TA21 8TZ  
Tel 665988  
Email: rosshenley 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 

Chris Hindley ,  
35 Holyoake Street, Wellington 
TA21 8LD  
Tel 664755 Email: chrishindley 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk 
 

Guy Goodwin , 
70 High Street,  
Wellington TA21 8RF  
Tel 666534  
Email: guygoodwin 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  

WELLINGTON NORTH WARD  
                  
Andrew Govier  (Mayor) 
47 Laburnum Road, Wellington TA21 
8EN. Tel 667589 
Email: andrewgovier 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk   
   
Gloria Copley ,  
60 Waterloo Road, Wellington, TA21 
8HY. Tel 662849 
Email: gloriacopley 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 
Jackie Govier ,  
47 Laburnum Road, Wellington TA21 
8EN Tel. 667589  
Email: jackiegovier@ 
wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk 
 
David Mitton , 
17 Queens Road, Wellington TA21 
9AW Tel 666233  
Email: davemitton 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 
ROCKWELL GREEN WARD  
 
Nicola Wilson ,   
20 Trinity Close, Wellington TA21 8TZ. 
Tel 665988 
Email: nicolawilson 
@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 
John Clark , 
10 Hyacinth Terrace,  
Wellington TA21 8BE 
Tel 667822 
Email: 
johnclark@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 
James Hunt , 
49 Millstream Gardens, Tonedale, 
Wellington TA21 0AA  
Tel 664400  
Email: 
jameshunt@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk  
 

Councillors Copley, A. Govier, Henley, Critchard, 
Bowrah, Wilson and Stock-Williams are also members of 
Taunton Deane Borough Council.  
Councillor A Govier is a member of Somerset County 
Council  representing the Wellington Division.  
Councillor Henley is a member of Somerset County 
Council  representing the Blackdown and Wellington 
East Division. 

Your Wellington Town Councillors 
There are 15 members of the town council who represent four wards.  
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