Wellington Town Council Meeting 13 April 2015
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 13 April 2015 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of;

(a) Council Planning meeting and
(b) Council both held on 2 March 2015 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. TO RECEIVE PAUL CHAMBERLAIN, CO-ORDINATOR, WELLINGTON ONE

As members will know, this developing project involves taking a multi agency, one team, collaborative approach to statutorily provided services. After the success of the Halcon One Project in Taunton, central government has funded a team headed by its co-ordinator, Paul Chamberlain to look at working with the Wellington community. Paul will be at the meeting to explain the aims of the Project.

8. PROVISION OF DEFIBRILLATOR(S)
When considering the 2015/16 Budget, provision was made for the possible purchase of a defibrillator in the town centre.

In the meantime a separate approach has been received from a number of town centre traders who have said that they would like to see such a facility being made available.

Also we have learnt that Paul Chamberlain of the Wellington One team has been looking at a similar scheme. In those circumstances it made sense to draw all three strands together to see if this was something that the Town Council could develop further in partnership with Wellington One and with the support of local traders.

Wellington One is able to access units that have been nominated by the British Heart Foundation, the Ambulance service and are in widespread use across the country. Purchasing as an emergency service they are able to get a 35% discount on these units and the external mounted case.

CPR training and Defibrillator familiarisation has also been secured for all and any that wish to undertake it. This would be at no cost to individuals or organisations and would be supported by the 1team in partnership with HartStart and the Fire Service. 
Wellington One is able to make a contribution of £2,000 toward the overall cost. If the Town Council match that figure there is a probability that three or even four units can be obtained. The exact location would need to be agreed and may be the subject to other consent or permission. There are sufficient funds within the Council’s budget to support the scheme.
9. GRANTS
(a) Wellington in Bloom

An application for a grant of £1,000 has been received from Wellington in Bloom for its projects in 2015. The Town Council have supported Wellington in Bloom over many years for the work it does in and around the town. In addition to the usual contribution it makes to the well being of the town it intends this year to participate in the 200th Commemoration of the Battle of Waterloo.

(b) Churches Together in Wellington

An application for a grant of £200 has been received from Churches Together in Wellington. This would be used towards the cost of the successful Howard Road Community Fun Day which the Council has supported in previous years.

(c) Wellington Local History & Museum Society

Members will recall that the rent for the Museum is currently £1,000 p.a. In the past the Council has subsidised the Society to the extent that we charge only £250 p.a. Our Internal Auditor identified this as an indirect grant and suggested that we charge the full amount but grant aid the Museum to the same level that we currently subsidise it. This application for a grant of £750 is therefore in accordance with the Auditors’ suggestion. 

Full details of the above applications have been circulated separately to members.

Note: £2,900 remains in the grants budget for 2014/15 which can still be used should the Council wish.
(d) 1st Wellington Scout Group
An application for grant/loan/combination of both has been received from the 1st Wellington Scout Group. Members will see that that they are asking for a very large sum to purchase woodland. As the Scouts will be participating in a sealed bid exercise there is some sensitivity about the sum involved. The application points out that woodland rarely comes on the market, certainly ones that are small enough to be an affordable sum, that are deciduous and are level. When they do, as in this case, it's always last minute so they have been unable to go to traditional grant funders.
The Council have supported the local scouts and made a number of grants in the past. Members will need to bear in mind that if this application were to be supported in full that it would account for two thirds of our 2015/16 Grants budget in the first month of the new financial year. 
Full details of the application have been circulated separately to members.

(e) Citizen’s Advice Bureau – Wellington Outreach

An application for a grant of “up to” £2,900 has been received from Taunton and District Citizen’s Advice Bureau which is the cost of providing an outreach service at Wellington. The Town Council have supported the CAB Outreach Service over a number of years and the amount applied for this year shows just an increase in the amount awarded last year (£1,850). The sums awarded over the last five years have not been increased greatly over that period.

Full details of the application have been circulated separately to members.

10. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN WELLINGTON
Report of the Town Clerk (attached)
11. BUS SERVICES

(a) Greenway Road, Rockwell Green

Notification has been received from WebberBus that it has regretfully had to withdraw the service from Greenway Road with effect from 13th April. They have had numerous small incidents with buses and parked cars which has made it more costly to serve than the revenue it collects. They are also conscious that the road is to be closed for a period soon. Webberbus will continue to serve the “top” road. If the situation were to change they may reconsider.

(b) Services 9A (Bishops Lydeard – Halse – Milverton – Wellington) and 10 (Bishops Lydeard – Halse – Milverton – Wellington)
Notification has also been received from Transporting Somerset that as a result of the recent bus subsidy funding consultation, service 9A is to be withdrawn from 20 May 2015 and Service 10 from 24 May. The service will be replaced by routed Demand Responsive Transport (DRT). This DRT service is currently being organised and full details will be sent shortly.

12. DEMENTIA FRIENDLY

On the pathway to Wellington becoming a dementia friendly town Reminiscence Learning wish to use the town as a blueprint for Taunton Deane Borough Council. The organisation has recently moved to Tonedale and with the aid of the Town Council’s grant will be running community activity projects in Wellington aimed at the older person and their carers or family members, in particular those living with dementia. 
13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Reports from Outside Bodies
To receive any reports from Council representatives on outside bodies

14.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

15. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £931.44 - March deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 – Superannuation for Asst. to Clerk

(c) Wellington Self Storage – £110.40 – storage of Christmas Lights
(d) Hinewood - £56 – cleaning bus shelters and windows
(e) TDBC - £12,376.80 – Christmas Lights
(f) Chess - £72.98 – Telephone and Broadband

(g) Zurich - £2,220.40 – Annual Insurance Contract

(h) URC Church - £128.00 – Hire of Hall

(i) Judith Goss - £32 – War Grave flowers

(j) TDBC - £288 – Planning Officer attendance (Oct, Nov, Dec.)

(k) TDBC - £250 – Rental of 28 Fore Street (April-June)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors Bowrah, A Govier, J Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
2 April 2015
Members are reminded that an official photograph of the Council will be taken immediately before the start of this meeting.
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