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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3 August 2015 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
(a) Council Planning meeting and
(b) Council both held on 6 July 2015 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. TO RECEIVE PAUL CHAMBERLAIN, CO-ORDINATOR, WELLINGTON ONE

This project, which has been running now for approximately 9 months, involves taking a multi agency, one team, collaborative approach to statutorily provided services. After the success of the Halcon One Project in Taunton, central government has funded a team headed by its co-ordinator, Paul Chamberlain to look at working with the Wellington community. Paul will be at the meeting to explain the aims of the Project.

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. ANNUAL REPORT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR – Grant Thornton 
The annual audit of the Town Council’s accounts carried out by Grant Thornton UK, on behalf of the Audit Commission has now been completed. A copy of the Auditor’s report is attached.

8. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

For the past 16 months negotiations have been taking place with TDBC regarding this Council taking over responsibility for the three public conveniences in the town. This arose following the decision of TDBC to close the Longforth Road toilets. TDBC are willing to make a financial contribution to the Town Council which would enable us to take over the running of the toilets.

This matter was last reported to the Council in April 2015. As there have been elections since then, I have attached a copy of the report submitted at that time in order to bring the Council up to date. The decision made in April was that TDBC be informed that the Town Council wished to continue discussions but would not be taking any further action until all outstanding matters had been satisfactorily dealt with. In the meantime it was hoped that TDBC would ensure that all the toilets were brought up to an acceptable standard and made available for use as quickly as possible.
We have now had sight of the condition surveys that TDBC requested. Copies have been previously circulated to Councillors. The results of the surveys concern me. Each facility has a 5 year cost plan designed to remedy existing faults. One of the conditions of the proposed lease that we have been asked to agree requires that:

“The Lessee shall take the premises in their existing condition, and be responsible for all maintenance and repairs and shall hand the premises back to the Council at the end of the Lease in no worse a condition than at present, fair wear and tear accepted”. 
The results of the condition surveys would not encourage me to recommend that we take on responsibility for the toilets. We would clearly be taking over something that hasn’t been well maintained in the past and which is likely to present ongoing maintenance and repair problems.  The views of the Council on the way forward are requested.
9. FOX’S MILL, WEAVERS REACH, TONEDALE
Following discussion on the future of these buildings at the last meeting, TDBC’s Economic Development Manager has been contacted to see if there was any information available on the intentions of the owner. He has consulted his Planning and Economic Development colleagues and states that the only update they have is that the delivery of a portakabin to the site evoked some local interest a couple of months back, but all has gone quiet again. The buildings are owned by an offshore company, who they struggle to make contact with. They do from time to time give them a nudge in terms of their obligations, but anything further (such as a Repairs Notice) would have significant financial implications for the Council.
10. AMENITIES AT CADES FARM
Councillor Copley to raise
11. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Community Safety Committee 

The minutes of a meeting of the Community Committee held on 13 July 2015 are attached.

(b) Footpaths Committee

The minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee held on 16 July 2015 are attached.

(c) Reports from Outside Bodies
To receive any reports from Council representatives on outside bodies

(i) Youth Voice. Report of Assistant to the Town Clerk attached.
(ii) Police Independant Advisory Group. To report that Debbie Bere has been selected to become a member of this Group. Debbie will be representing the Town Council and the Youth Voice. Report attached
12.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

13. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £1,493.43 - June deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 – Superannuation for Asst. to Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 – Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 – Storage of Christmas Lights
(e) Grant Thornton - £480 – Audit fees

(f) Chess - £79.15 – Broadband and telephone

(g) EDF - £115. 45 – Electricity for 28 Fore Street

(h) Hinewood - £65 – Cleaning windows and bus shelters

(i) Councillors Allowances 2015/16: In accordance with the agreed 2015/16 budget councillors allowances of £200 (less tax) plus £500 Mayoral allowance have been paid.
(Note: HMRC has advised that the appropriate level of tax has to be deducted at source. Payment has, therefore, been made on 25 July in order that the information can be submitted as part of the Council’s payroll details for the Real Time Information system)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
27 July 2015
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