Wellington Town Council Meeting 2 March 2015
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 2 March 2015 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of;

(a) Council Planning meeting and
(b) Council both held on 2 February 2015 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. GRANTS

(a) The Big Tent

An application for a grant of £500 has been received from Wellington and District Churches Together to go towards the cost of the 2015 Big Tent event. This is a children’s and youth holiday bible club that aims to present Christianity and the stories of the bible to young people in a fun, action packed way. This event has been supported by the Town Council in the past. 
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.
(b) Celebration of Light

An Application for a grant of £300 has been received from Wellington Quakers to go towards funding the Celebration of Light 2015. This is to be held in the gardens of the Quaker Meeting House, High Street, in the last few weeks of the year around Christmas time as it has in previous years. This event has been supported by the Town Council in the past.

Full details of the application have been previously circulated.

(c) Reminiscence Learning

An application for a grant of £1,098 has been received from Reminiscence Learning to help fund regular weekly community activity projects in Wellington aimed at the older person and their carers or family members, in particular those living with dementia. Reminiscence Learning are in the process of moving into the Counting House at Tonedale, Wellington in order to help them deliver more work in the town. The Town Council awarded Reminiscence Learning £1,650 in July for The Archie Project an intergenerational community awareness scheme in the town.

Full details of the application have been previously circulated. 

8. WELLINGTON POST OFFICE

To note the change of the Post Office branch at One Stop 20 High Street to a new main style branch. Details attached

9. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
New, model Financial Regulations for town and parish councils have recently been produced. Also, the District Auditor in his report last year drew attention to the need for the Council to review both Financial Regulations. The Mayor (Councillor Mitton) and the Town Clerk have therefore reviewed the documents and made any “local” amendments which they felt were applicable to the Town Council. Copies of the draft document are attached for consideration and approval.

10. TONEDALE CROSSING

Members will recall that concern has recently been expressed regarding the safety of the zebra crossing on Milverton Road, Tonedale. Councillor Andrew Govier, in his capacity as a County Councillor, has followed this matter up.

As a result, the Traffic & Transport Development Team at SCC have reviewed the post construction road safety audit, which included a review of the site in its current form and the comments received from a local resident.  The matters that have been raised by the audit report have been responded to and they are currently drawing up the necessary remedial works.  These works will include improving visibility of the warning signs by removing vegetation around them and trimming back the trees on the approach to the crossing.  Subject to the available budget, they are hoping to improve the lighting around the crossing by installing flood lights above the existing beacons and realigning the existing lighting columns so that they cover more of the carriageway.  The works will be undertaken as soon as the plans are completed and can be programmed by their contractors.
11.BATTLE OF WATERLOO COMMEMORATION

Following on from February’s Council Meeting, correspondence has been received from Wellington Without Parish Council thanking the Town Council for its support. Wellington Without have organised a group of 10-15 soldiers in Napoleonic uniforms that will set up camp and perform marching displays, as well as firing rifles and a Cannon throughout the day. 

The total cost for this group will be £800 of which Wellington Without have secured £500 from the Blackdown Hills AONB. The Parish Council now wish to know if Wellington Town Council would consider funding the rest at a cost of £300. 

The Chairman of Wellington Without has explained that any publicity would detail all funders which would be sent to the Town Council office to agree.
12. TRULL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION DRAFT

As an identified consultee Wellington Town Council have been asked to give their comments on the pre-submission consultation of Trull’s Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

Details on how to access the plan are attached. 
13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Reports from Outside Bodies
To receive any reports from Council representatives on outside bodies

13.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

14. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £ 931.64 -   January deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 – Superannuation for Asst. to Clerk
(c) Hinewood - £65 – cleaning bus shelters and windows
(d) TDBC - £456 – Traffic management costs for Christmas Lights switch on

(e) Mrs Debbie Bere - £20.80 – Travelling allowance

(f) EDF - £85.34 – Rackfield lighting

(g) SALC - £50 – Allotments Seminar

(h) Konica Minolta - £98.33 – Photocopying

(i) Konica Minolta - £224.35 – Photocopier rental (3 months)
(j) Information Commissioner - £35 – Data protection registration renewal
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors Bowrah, A Govier, J Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
23 February 2015
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