WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 2 NOVEMBER 2015

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 2 November 2015 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor R Bowrah (Deputy Mayor – in the Chair), 

Councillors M Barr, W Brown, P Critchard, A Govier, G James, J Reed, P W Sparrow, J Thorne, and V. Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk) and Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)

138. APOLOGIES

Councillors C Biscoe, G Copley, J Hunt and J Lloyd (Mayor).

139. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Govier declared a personal interest as a member of Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Brown, Reed and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
140. MINUTES

The minutes of Council Planning meeting and Council on 5 October 2015, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

141. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In the absence of the Mayo, a report on the engagements she had undertaken since the last meeting was submitted. 
142. POLICE REPORT 
P.C. Rob Wood reported on recent police activity in the town. It was noted that PCSO Pearl Hine would shortly be leaving her post to take up a new position as a regular officer in the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary. The Council placed on record its grateful thanks for the support that Pearl had given the Council and the local community during her time in Wellington. They wished her well for the future.
143. ALLOCATION OF SECTION 106 FUNDS

The allocation of Section 106 funds had long been a bone of contention with the Council. Alison North, Community Leisure Manager and Debbie Arscott, Community Leisure Officer Taunton Deane Borough Council presented a short paper on the S106 spend options/proposals for outdoor recreation in Wellington. A number of preferred options were identified including the possible provision of a Petanque Court, outdoor table tennis tables, outdoor gym equipment, picnic benches and seating and a storage container as part of the Greenway Road project. It appeared that the cost of these proposals could be met from the S106 funds that were available. The officers noted the views expressed and would take them into consideration when allocating these funds. 
144. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Isabel Ward drew attention to a “knitted sheep” competition that was being organised by Churches Together and suggested that it might be launched as part of the Christmas Lights Switch On. She also reported that bulbs had now been successfully planted along the Taunton Road. In addition she referred to the unacceptable condition of Cornhill caused by the continued nuisance from pigeons. She rehearsed the history of this area and felt that the many promises made in the past regarding its regeneration had not been kept. She asked that every effort be made to resolve the situation. The Town Clerk reported that together with Rebecca Pow M.P. they had been successful in getting the property owners to promise to inspect the appropriate premises in the near future.
(b) Councillor Peter Critchard, in his capacity as Secretary of the Royal British Legion – Wellington Branch, reminded members of the forthcoming remembrance events.
145. GRANTS

Wellington Cricket Club

An application for grant had been received from Wellington Cricket Club for £1,050. Once again the club was asking for assistance in connection with its very successful series of winter coaching sessions for the young people of the area.
The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made.
RESOLVED that a grant of £1,050 be made.

146. NORTH STREET CAR PARK – ACCESS ROAD

At the September 2015 meeting the unsatisfactory condition of the access road to and from North Street Car Park was discussed. In July last year TDBC had announced that it had found £60k in savings which would be spent on a “cleaner Deane”. One of the things identified to be funded was the resurfacing of North Street Car Park, Wellington. Unfortunately this had never happened. TDBC had stated that it “has some funding for the resurfacing, but we need to sort out the ‘rat run’ first. Our councillors do want to push this forward so we will be putting some proposals to them and sharing with WTC”.
The Town Council were firmly of the opinion that it was necessary for the surface of the access road to be brought up to a more robust standard.

Since that time the condition of the access road had deteriorated once again but action had been taken to patch it up. TDBC had now stated that they were “regularly monitoring the car park and looking at various ways to reduce the erosion of the surface, with the preferred option of stopping the rat run.”
It was considered that any such action to stop this through route would clearly have a significant detrimental effect on town centre traffic. 

RESOLVED that TDBC be informed that whatever the classification of the road, this Council considered it to be an important, well used route from one side of the town to the other which had the effect of relieving traffic congestion. It was suggested that TDBC and SCC, as Highway Authority, should look strategically at the options available in order to achieve a safe solution to retaining it.
147. STAFFING AND TRAINING COMMITTEE
The minutes of a meeting of the Staffing and Training Committee held on 5 October 2015 were submitted.

RESOLVED that, subject to inclusion of the decision to exclude the press and public, the minutes and the decisions made by the Committee be noted.
148. ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

The minutes of a meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 21 October 2015 were submitted.

RESOLVED that the minutes and the decisions made by the Committee be noted.

149. YOUTH VOICE 
The Deputy Clerk reported that she was now being assisted on the Youth Voice project by a youth worker from Somerset Rural Youth Project the new providers at the Youth Centre. Contact had also been made with Court Fields in terms of promotion in school. Details were submitted of the activities that had taken place. 

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
150. YOUTH WORK TRAINING DAY – SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2015

The Deputy Clerk reported upon a training session at Taunton YMCA, run by the Taunton Deane Youth Network. The day had been very useful in relation to future work with the Youth Voice, Civic Award and Mentoring schemes. 
The information, resources and skills gathered would be put to good use when working with young people in the town in the future. 

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
151. WEST SOMERSET I.A.G.

The Deputy Clerk submitted details of a recent West Somerset Information Advisory Group meeting held at the Bridgewater Police Centre.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
152. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 May 2015 to 31 August 2015 was £144,502 and the expenditure for the same period was £43,843. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed

153. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:
(a) HMRC - £915.17 - September deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Edge Publications - £403.20 – October/November Newsletter

(f) Ready Bready Dough Ltd - £270 – Catering for Carnival Reception

(g) Ready Bready Dough Ltd - £472.50 – Catering for Civic Service

(h) Viking - £156.73 – Stationery and supplies

(i) Bloomin’ Lovely - £25 - 100th birthday flowers

(j) Chess - £81.26 - Broadband and telephone
(k) TDBC - £384 – Planning Officer’s attendance

(l) edf energy - £117.19 – electricity

The meeting ended at 8.10p.m.
 ..........................................
Councillor Janet Lloyd   Mayor
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