Wellington Town Council Meeting 5 October 2015
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 5 October 2015 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning meeting and Council
on 7 September 2015 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. TO RECEIVE IAN TIMMS TDBC ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Ian Timms from TDBC will be present at the meeting to give an update on Economic Development matters that are current within the town. It is hoped that he will be able to provide information on a variety of matters including Fox’s Mill and the possible provision of a railway station.
(a) Fox’s Mill, Weavers Reach

Following discussion on the future of these buildings at a previous meeting, TDBC’s Economic Development Manager was contacted to see if there was any information available on the intentions of the owner. The buildings are owned by an offshore company, who everyone struggles to make contact with. TDBC do from time to time give them a nudge in terms of their obligations, but anything further (such as a Repairs Notice) would have significant financial implications for the Council.
In the meantime Rebecca Pow M.P. has visited the site and various meetings have taken place with S.C.C. regarding resolving the issues surrounding the play area and the unadopted part of the road that leads into Weavers Reach.

(b) Railway Station

The provision of a new Railway Station for Wellington is something that has long been an aspiration for the town. The Town Clerk recently met Rebecca Pow M.P. who informed him that she had taken this issue up with Claire Perry M.P. who is the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, with responsibility for rail franchising. She referred to a “New Stations Fund” which might be available. As a result she hoped that, with the support of the Town Council, the matter could begin to be moved forward
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. GRANTS

(a) Genesis Youth Theatre
An application for a grant of £750 has been received from the Genesis Youth Theatre. The money would be used to contribute towards the cost of replacing tab tracks, curtains, costumes and light and sound equipment. It would also help toward providing specialist make-up workshops.

(b) Wellington Baptist Church

An application for a grant of £500 has been received from the Wellington Baptist Church. This would be used as a contribution towards replacing kitchen crockery and providing new audio visual equipment.
Full details of each application have been previously circulated to councillors. The grants budget currently has just over £11,000 available. 

9. WELLINGTON PARK WAR MEMORIAL
Invitation to Comment
Historic England is considering adding the war memorial to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest as part of its response to the centenary of the First World War.

They feel that war memorials are among the most tangible and precious reminders of the sacrifices made by communities during the First World War, and the government is committed to seeing all the nation’s memorials placed in a good state of repair by 2018. As part of this, Historic England, acting on behalf of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, has resolved that over the period 2014-18 it will greatly increase the number of memorials which are listed.
The link below gives access to a copy of Historic England’s consultation report, which sets out the factual information upon which it will base its recommendation to the Secretary of State:  
http://services.historicengland.org.uk/webfiles/GetFiles.aspx?av=7EE0515D-F08A-4035-87FB-057F77BBD35E&cn=CA674C74-BCAB-4AA7-AFE1-237AD3110F69
 
If the Council have any further information or observations on the consultation report which it believes might be relevant to the assessment Historic England would be pleased to hear from us. Any representations made will be considered before finalising the assessment and making a recommendation. 
 
10. STANDING ORDERS
New, model Standing Orders for town and parish councils have recently been produced by the National Association of Local Councils. The District Auditor in his report last year drew attention to the need for the Council to review both Financial Regulations (which the Council did in March this year) and Standing Orders. The Immediate Past Mayor (Dave Mitton) and the Town Clerk have previously reviewed the Standing Orders and made any “local” amendments which it was felt were applicable to the Town Council. Copies of the draft document are attached for consideration and approval.

(Please note that because the draft Standing Orders have been amended the page numbers in the index don’t match the actual page numbers on the document)
11. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES

(a) Footpaths Committee 

The minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee held on 16 September 2015 are attached.

(b) Reports from Outside Bodies
To receive any reports from Council representatives on outside bodies:
(i) Youth Voice – Debbie Bere to report
Wellington Youth Voice started back on Wednesday 23rd September. This first session was focused on leisure activities in the town. We welcomed Alison North and Debbie Arscott Community Leisure Officers for Taunton Deane Borough Council, and discussed what the young people felt they wanted and needed in the town when it came to leisure activities. The use of the skate park was brought up, as well as basketball facilities, outdoor gym equipment and paths in the park. Shelters in the town were discussed and the importance of an area to just ‘hang out’ in was raised. Both officers thanked the young people for their input and hoped to come back in the future with some plans and outcomes for their consideration. 

The Youth Voice group looks forward to welcoming PC Dunn on the 9th October as well as designing its new logo and deciding who else they wish to invite for discussions in the coming weeks.
12.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

13. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £915.37 - August deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 - Superannuation for Asst. to Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Light
(e) Chess - £82.25 - Broadband and telephone

(f) Cllr Bowrah - £44.19 – Presentation Gift to Lillebonne
(g) Sage - £403.20 – Annual Payroll system licence

(h) Blake Training - £288 – Training for 2 volunteers to use Strimmer

(i) TDBC - £480 – Attendance of Planning Officer at Council meetings

(j) TDBC - £250 – Rental of offices at 28 Fore Street

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
28 September 2015
NOTE: The allocation of Section 106 funds has long been a bone of contention with the Council. At the next meeting Debbie Arscott, Community Leisure Officer and Alison North, Community Leisure Manager will be attending to present a short paper on the S106 spend options/proposals.
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