WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 5 OCTOBER 2015

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 5 October 2015 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor J Lloyd (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, C Biscoe, R Bowrah, G Copley, P Critchard, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, G James, J Reed, P W Sparrow J Thorne, and V. Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk)
Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)

. APOLOGIES

Councillor Brown
. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier, Henley and Hunt declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Reed and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
. MINUTES

The minutes of:

(a) Council Planning meeting and

(b) Council on 7 September 2015, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor reported on the engagements she had undertaken since the last meeting. 
. POLICE REPORT 
In the absence of a police officer the Town Clerk reported on recent police activity in the town.
IAN TIMMS TDBC ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Ian Timms from TDBC gave an update on current economic development matters within the town. Whilst providing information on a variety of matters the following issues were of particular concern.

(a) Fox’s Mill, Weavers Reach

It was encouraging to learn that a Project Team had been formed by TDBC to work on the future of the Mill building. The Prince’s Trust had also expressed an interest in both this site and the Tonedale Mill site at Milverton Road. In the meantime Rebecca Pow M.P. had visited the site and various meetings had taken place with S.C.C. regarding resolving the issues surrounding the play area and the unadopted part of the road that led into Weavers Reach.

The Council asked to be kept informed of any future developments as and when the information became publically available.

(The Council suspended Standing Orders to allow Ben Fox to speak on this issue)

(b) Railway Station

The provision of a new Railway Station for Wellington was something that had long been an aspiration for the town. The Council were pleased to learn that the possible establishment of a Station had actually passed through the first phase of a cost/benefit analysis exercise. Land currently owned by Network Rail to the
North of the railway line was currently being looked at as a possible location. It was clear that the provision of a Station on land adjoining Longforth Farm was not an option. However, it was noted that it would be 4 to 5 years before the next rail franchise was awarded. 
The land now being suggested was a relatively small area and it was considered important that the Town Council received a detailed briefing on any proposals as things moved forward.

(The Council suspended Standing orders to allow Brian Hillier to speak on this issue).

Meanwhile the Town Clerk reported that he had recently met Rebecca Pow M.P. who informed him that she had taken this issue up with Claire Perry M.P., Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, with responsibility for rail franchising. She had referred to a “New Stations Fund” which might be available. As a result she hoped that, with the support of the Town Council, the matter could begin to be moved forward.
RESOLVED that the Council support the action taken by the Member of Parliament and re-affirm its strong support for the establishment of a railway station in Wellington.

In addition to the above, a further update was given on a number of matters including the establishment of free town centre wi-fi and the success of the Chelston and Westpark Business Parks. Members heard that the road connection to Relyon was due to go in shortly and that discussions were taking place with Bloors, the developers of the Longforth Farm site, to achieve this. It was also reported that after detailed consideration Relyon intended to remain on its existing site. Pre planning application advice was in the process of being given to Swallowfield with a view to it possibly re-locating. Members also raised issues regarding Cornhill, the A38 between Wellington and Taunton and the position of Taunton Deane generally in the area.
Members were pleased to receive this information and hoped that they would be kept informed of any developments in the future.

. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Keith Wheatley, Chairman of the Wellington Business Association drew attention to the Association’s forthcoming event “Garden Party for Growth” and invited councillors to attend.
(b) Isabel Ward reported that bulbs would shortly be re-planted along Taunton Road. She also drew attention to the planting of a Wellingtonia tree by Rebecca Pow M.P., to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. She asked for suggestions as to where it could be located and also enquired if the Council would be willing to pay for the tree. (The Town Clerk reported that the required amount could be found from within existing budgets)
(c) Ray Filler referred to the announcement made earlier in the day that local Councils would be able to keep its business rates (NNDR) and asked what effect this would have on Wellington. It was explained that TDBC was the rating Authority and that when this was introduced it would be them that retained any NNDR. The full detail of the announcement was not yet available and no judgement on the overall effect of this change of policy would be able to be analysed until it was.

. GRANTS

(a) Genesis Youth Theatre

An application for a grant of £750 had been received from the Genesis Youth Theatre. The money would be used to contribute towards the cost of replacing tab tracks, curtains, costumes and light and sound equipment. It would also help toward providing specialist make-up workshops. Full details of the application had been previously circulated to councillors. The Finance Committee had considered the application earlier in the evening and had recommended that a grant of £750 be paid. 

RESOLVED that a grant of £750 be made.

(b) Wellington Baptist Church

An application for a grant of £500 had been received from the Wellington Baptist Church. This would be used as a contribution towards replacing kitchen crockery and providing new audio visual equipment. Full details of the application had previously been circulated to councillors. The Finance Committee had considered the application earlier in the evening and had recommended that a grant be not made.  Whilst there was support for the Church and the contribution it made to the local community the Council were very aware of the healthy level of balances shown in the Church bank account. In view of this it was decided that the application could not be supported.
RESOLVED that the application for grant be not agreed. 

. WELLINGTON PARK WAR MEMORIAL
It was reported that Historic England was considering adding the war memorial to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest as part of its response to the centenary of the First World War.

They felt that war memorials were among the most tangible and precious reminders of the sacrifices made by communities during the First World War. Accordingly the Government was committed to seeing all the nation’s memorials placed in a good state of repair by 2018. As part of this, Historic England, acting on behalf of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, had resolved that over the period 2014-18 it would greatly increase the number of memorials which were listed. The Council felt that everything possible should be done to preserve and maintain this memorial. It would be a fitting way to mark the centenary of the First World War.
RESOLVED that Historic England be informed that Wellington Town Council wished to give its support to the proposal to add the memorial to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest.
. STANDING ORDERS
New, model Standing Orders for town and parish councils had recently been produced by the National Association of Local Councils. The District Auditor in his report last year drew attention to the need for the Council to review both Financial Regulations (which the Council did in March this year) and Standing Orders. The Immediate Past Mayor (Dave Mitton) and the Town Clerk had previously reviewed the Standing Orders and made any “local” amendments which it was felt were applicable to the Town Council. Consideration was given to the proposed Standing Orders and amendments made where necessary.
RESOLVED that the Standing orders, as amended, be agreed.
FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE 

Submitted the minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee held on 16 September 2015.

RESOLVED that the minutes and the decisions made by the Committee be noted.
YOUTH VOICE 
The Deputy Clerk reported that Wellington Youth Voice had re-commenced. This first session focused on leisure activities in the town. The young people were given an opportunity to discuss what leisure facilities they felt they wanted and needed. The Youth Voice group looked forward to welcoming PC Dunn on the 9th October as well as designing its new logo and deciding who else they wished to invite for discussions in the coming weeks.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 May 2015 to 31 August 2015 was £141,710 and the expenditure for the same period was £38,043. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed

. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £915.37 - August deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £223.73 - Superannuation for Asst. to Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Light

(e) Chess - £82.25 - Broadband and telephone

(f) Cllr Bowrah - £44.19 - Presentation Gift to Lillebonne

(g) Sage - £403.20 - Annual Payroll system licence

(h) Blake Training - £288 – Training for 2 volunteers to use Strimmer

(i) TDBC - £480 - Attendance of Planning Officer at Council meetings

(j) TDBC - £250 - Rental of offices at 28 Fore Street

(k) Viking - £201.19 - Folders for civic awards

(l) Cllr G James - £18 - travelling expenses

(m) URC - £96 - Hire of Hall

(n) Hinewood - £56 – Cleaning bus shelters and windows

The meeting ended at 8.39p.m.
 ..........................................
Councillor Janet Lloyd 
Mayor
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