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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 1 August 2016 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning and Council on 4 July 2016 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. NATIONAL TRUST – WELLINGTON MONUMENT

Representatives of the National Trust attended the Council meeting in July last year and explained its plans for the repair and refurbishment of Wellington Monument. Since that time work has been continuing within the Trust. Rebecca Pow M.P. has also started a petition. Representatives of the Trust will once again be at this meeting to update members on the latest situation.
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. GRANTS
(a) Wellington Flower Show
An application for grant has been received from the Wellington Flower Show.  The organisation is finding the costs of putting the show on are steadily increasing each year, mainly due to the cost of hiring a venue. They do not want to increase the entry charge for local people and would be very grateful for any grant that the Council would be prepared to give. The application is for £200 - £300 and would be used to defray the cost of the hire of premises.

(b) Reminiscence Learning

This organisation will be well known to members as they have a high profile in the town. It provides a variety of training courses within the fields of dementia, reminiscence, activity and life story work. In addition it has introduced a wide range of community activities. It aims to make Wellington dementia friendly. It has submitted an application for a grant of £2,000.
Members will see from the application that it has asked that consideration be given not only to this application but also to funding a similar amount on an ongoing basis annually.

One of this Council’s areas of priority for this year is “Co-ordinating support for older people”. If Members were minded to support this application, consideration could be given to releasing available funds from the Devolved Services budget. 
At the beginning of the financial year the Council made £15,000 available in its grants budget. Following grants already awarded this year there is £8,250 left.

9. EVENING BUS SERVICE TO TAUNTON

At the meeting in March 2016 consideration was given to the lack of a regular bus service to and from Taunton in the evenings. This had been a matter of some concern to the Council in the past. As a result discussions had taken place with appropriate County Council officers regarding the possibility of the Town Council perhaps sponsoring an evening service into Taunton. 

We now have an indication of cost for an evening service between Wellington and Taunton.

With the cessation of Webberbus services, rather than go out to tender the Transporting Somerset Service Manager looked to add to the existing Buses of Somerset service which he was able to do under “deminimis” contract rules (this allowed negotiations for improvements to what were otherwise commercial bus services). A copy of the additional journeys he asked Buses of Somerset to quote on is attached to the agenda. The prices provided were as follows:

£130 per day for Monday to Saturday (£780.00 per week) or £175 per day for Friday and Saturday only (£350.00 per week)
If the Town Council wanted to proceed with either option a letter of confirmation would be needed together with an indication of how long they would be prepared to provide funding for initially. If the Town Council do not wish to fund these journeys Buses of Somerset would be advised accordingly.
10. TONEDALE MILL – SECURITY

As Members know, the security of this site has been of some concern to the Council and the Police for some time. At the meeting on 6 June it was agreed to request TDBC to take whatever action was necessary as a matter of urgency in order to ensure that the site is secured from unauthorised visitors.

Attached to the agenda is a copy of the letter that TDBC has sent to the owners.

11. RAILWAY STATION

Following his visit to the Council meeting in June, TDBC Councillor Mark Edwards has been in touch with the Working Group to get a seat at the table for a representative of the Town Council. I have now been informed that at the meeting of the Devon & Somerset Metro Group held on 15 July, it was agreed that Wellington Town Council should be invited to appoint a representative to attend future meetings of the Group, bearing in mind its generous offer of £10k towards future funding. Cullompton Town Council has also been invited to do the same as it, too, has offered similar funding.

The next meeting of the Group will be on Friday 28 October at 10.00am at Mid Devon District Council’s offices in Tiverton. 
He has also forwarded the attached the paper which he referred to and was written by the LEP from last December. This is a précis of where we are to date. 

Councillor Edwards says that he continues to have a very interesting dialogue with the Dept of Transport and he has agreed come back to this Council soon as soon as he has anything he can share.
Meanwhile, despite TDBC, this Council and now Cullompton agreeing to set aside funds for the Feasibility Study it appears that Devon County Council currently have no further work planned due to “other strategic transportation priorities”. 
12. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF TAUNTON DEANE
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England have now formally commenced an electoral review of Taunton Deane Borough Council. They now seek views on future ward boundaries for the council. 

The Commission is carrying out a review to deliver electoral equality for voters across the borough. At present, some borough councillors represent many more, or many fewer, electors than their colleagues elsewhere in the borough. The review aims to correct those imbalances.

What is an electoral review?

The electoral review will recommend new electoral arrangements for Taunton Deane Borough Council. In particular, it will propose:

· The total number of councillors elected to the council in the future.

· The number of wards.

· The number of councillors representing each ward.

· Ward boundaries.

· Names of wards.

For parishes, the review can recommend changes to the electoral arrangements of parish and town councils i.e. the number, names and boundaries of parish wards and the number of parish councillors for each parish ward. However, this is only in circumstances where the parished area is to be divided between borough wards. Even in these circumstances, the Commission will not normally recommend any change to the number of councillors to be elected to a parish or town council. The Commission has no power to consider changes to the external boundaries of a parish or the creation of new parishes.  

When?

There is a ten week public consultation period during which the Commission is inviting proposals for new warding arrangements.  The consultation will close on 5 September 2016. After considering all representations made during this consultation, the Commission intends to publish draft recommendations in November 2016. There will then be a further period of consultation on the draft recommendations. Final recommendations are expected to be published in March 2017. The new electoral arrangements will come into effect at the local elections in 2019.

How to get involved?

This is a public consultation and the Commission welcome views from individuals and organisations across the borough on where they think new wards patterns should be drawn.
The Commission is minded to recommend that 43 councillors should be elected to Taunton Deane Borough Council in the future. It is now inviting proposals to help it draw up a pattern of wards to accommodate 43 borough councillors.

In drawing up a pattern of electoral wards, the Commission must balance three criteria, which are set out in law, namely:

        To deliver electoral equality where each borough councillor represents roughly the same number of electors as others across the borough.

        That the pattern of wards should, as far as possible, reflect the interests and identities of local communities.

        That the electoral arrangements should provide for effective and convenient local government.

They are asking local people and organisations for their views as to the best pattern of wards for the borough which meet the requirements set out above.

The Commission will treat all submissions equally and will judge each case on its merits and against the statutory criteria. Any submission should be supported by evidence. For example, if it is suggested that two parishes should be included in the same electoral ward, make sure the Commission are told why they should be together, providing evidence about community facilities, ties, organisations and amenities, rather than simply asserting that they belong together.

13. JURSTON LANE, WELLINGTON
Councillor Critchard to raise.
Attached to the agenda are pictures of the communal areas in Jurston Lane, Wellington. The 2 main areas were adopted by TDBC in about 2000, since then they have only been cut/cleared 2 or 3 times. The residents cut the grass verges on the side where the houses are, yet TDBC still do not maintain the other parts. The area on the right side of Jurston Lane, (The Dip) is part of the flood drainage scheme. The stream to the rear of the scheme is the old ‘Town Stream’ and is used to dump rubbish, and is no longer accessible because of the undergrowth. 
14. TWINNING

The Mayor (Councillor Bowrah) to raise.

A twinning visit from Lillebonne is due to take place in the Autumn. Consideration to be given to reciprocal hospitality to the town’s French guests.
15. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) War Memorial Working Party

The notes of a meeting of the War Memorial Working Party held on 11 July 2016 are attached.

(b) Environment Committee

A meeting of the Environment Committee took place on 18 July 2016. The minutes of that meeting and the decisions taken are attached.

16.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC – £ 151.52 - July deductions
(b) Somerset County Council - £396.22 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights
(e) St John’s Primary School - £302 – Crossing patrol, summer term

(f) Councillor Gary James - £60 – Travel allowance

(g) Hinewood - £235 – Cleaning Bus shelters and windows (this includes the six monthly clean of of all bus shelters and clearance of grass and weeds)

18. HEART OF THE SOUTH WEST DEVOLUTION BID – For information

This item is to inform members that TDBC have recently signed up in principle to the pursuit of a “Devolution Deal” and the creation of a Combined Authority for the Heart of the South West sub region to administer the powers and funding devolved through the Deal. Members need to be aware that these talks are taking place. The aim is to maximise the opportunities of devolution. It goes without saying that this type of Combined Authority would radically affect the way in which services are provided.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
 25 July 2016
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