Wellington Town Council Meeting 4 January 2016
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 January 2016 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning meeting and Council on 7 December 2015 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. TO CONSIDER THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND THE LEVEL OF ITS COUNCIL TAX FOR 2016/17

Report of the Town Clerk (attached)

8. GRANTS

The following application for grant has been received:

Wellington Wildcats Girls Football Team

The Wildcats Girls Football Team is increasing in popularity. The regular sessions have grown in numbers to such an extent that it has become necessary to split them into two separate age groups. This is an application for a grant of £650 which would be used to pay for the hire of a Sports Hall and provide additional equipment for the extra session.

Full details of the application has been forwarded separately to members. At the beginning of the financial year the Council made £15,000 available in its grants budget. Following grants already awarded this year there is £7,381 left.

9. GOAL SETTING/ MONITORING

Councillor Barr to raise

10. CAR PARK CHARGES

I note from a report that went to TDBC on 15 December 2015 that there are to be “changes to the charging process that supports traffic management of the urban areas of the Borough by seeking to influence driver behaviour with the following outcomes:
 ( Remove the incentive for long stay in the most central car parks freeing up space for shorter term stay.
 ( Long term investment in the parking assets”

The report sought approval for increasing pay and display charges, implementing Blue Badge charges and Sunday charging. It also sought approval for changes to car park tariffs; removal of the zero tariff if a valid blue badge is displayed; and the introduction of a Sunday tariff.
The proposed charges as they affect Wellington were recommended to be as follows:-
Wellington 

                              Up to      Current     Proposed 

South Street         1 Hour      £0.70         £ 0.70 

                             2 hours     £0.90         £ 1.00 

                             3 hours     £1.30         £ 1.50

                             4 hours     £1.80         £ 2.00

                             All day      £2.30         £ 2.50 

Longforth Road    2 hours     £0.90         £ 1.00 
North Street          3 hours     £1.30         £ 1.50 

                             4 hours     £1.80         £ 2.00 

                             All day      £2.30         £ 2.50
I understand that at its meeting on 15 December TDBC subsequently agreed to the revised car park tariffs but did not agree to proceed with Sunday charging.
11. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
Emergency Committee
The minutes of a meeting of the Emergency Committee held on 30 November 2015 are attached
12.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

13. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £754.21 - December deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £228.43 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights
(e) St John Ambulance - £102 – First Aid cover at Christmas Lights Switch On

(f) Cosmic I.T. - £114 – Web site administration

(g) EDF Energy - £85.44 – Street Lighting supply, Rackfield

(h) Bloomin’ Lovely - £25 – Flowers

(i) Chess - £79.02 – broadband and telephone

(j) TDBC – the following costs were incurred in relation to local elections :-

Wellington North Ward - £2,369.87

Wellington East Ward - £1,621.76

Wellington West Ward - £2,132.23

Attached for information is the itemised list in relation to each election together with the explanation received from the Electoral Services Manager of the formula used to allocate costs across the whole range of elections.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
24 December 2015
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