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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 July 2016 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning and Council on 6 June 2016 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. PROJECT CUBITT’S PLACE – 2016.
Colin Spackman of Clifford Terrace, Wellington has put forward a proposal to formally name the lane that links High Street and Clifford Terrace “Cubitt’s Place”.  The responsibility for street naming lies with TDBC but this Council is being asked for its support. Details of Mr Spackman’s proposal are attached to the agenda 
8. GRANTS
Wellington Operatic Society Touring Group
An application for grant of £500 has been received from the Wellington Operatic Society Touring Group. The application is for a contribution towards the reciprocal hosting of a visiting choir from Torres Vedros. The money would be used towards the cost of providing transport and meals for the choir. 
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.

At the beginning of the financial year the Council made £15,000 available in its grants budget. Following grants already awarded this year there is £8,250 left.

9. LONGFORTH ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNALS

The traffic congestion in the centre of the town at certain times of the day has long been a concern of the Town Council and its residents. The County Council have been considering the possibility of much needed improvements to this junction. They have been looking at the possibility of revamping the pedestrian crossing at the top of Longforth Road together with ways to improve traffic flows through this junction by incorporating right-hand turning lanes into Longforth Road and Waitrose. This Council felt that improvements to the crossing, although to be welcomed, were secondary to improving the traffic flow. 

Unfortunately there is insufficient space available to incorporate extra lanes or filter lanes so any improvement would have to be based on the amount of road available. The County Council have now come forward with suggestions to introduce alternative traffic light staging proposals which would increase the flow of traffic through this junction. It is important to note, however, that although these proposals will make a noticeable difference they will not entirely solve the problem.
10. LONGFORTH ROAD TOILETS

This is a report on the latest situation regarding transfer of the ownership of these toilets to the Town Council.

Because we were faced with much the same situation the Town Clerk has met with representatives of Milverton Parish Council and Wiveliscombe Town Council on two occasions to discuss the transfer of ownership. 
The draft Heads of Terms sent to us were unacceptable in a number of ways. Not least was the fact that TDBC wanted to retain control over a facility that they didn’t want. I was unhappy that the Council were, in effect, being told what it could and couldn’t do with a building that would no longer be in TDBC’s ownership.

Negotiations have continued to obtain more suitable Heads of Term along the lines of those already agreed with Milverton. A copy of the draft Heads of Terms are attached for consideration and approval.

As the legal completion is likely still to take some months the Council have been asked to enter into a Tenancy at Will which does not pose any problems.
Both Milverton and Wiveliscombe have appointed Solicitors to deal with the legal documents and it might be necessary for this Council to do the same.

In the meantime the toilets (or those that are not out of order) remain open. The Town Council have previously agreed to pay the actual cost of this until transfer (£730 + VAT). If the DLO continue to provide cleaning and consumables only after the transfer then the cost will be £438 + VAT per month. The Town Council will also receive a one off sum of £10,562 as a “transfer pot” to support the facilities as we saw fit. The Council’s Insurance arrangements will need to be adjusted to indemnify TDBC during the term of the Tenancy at Will and to take account of the change in ownership when this is completed.

11. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
 (a) Maintaining and Improving Services Working Party
A meeting of the Working Party took place on 2 June 2016. The minutes of that meeting are attached.
(b) Allotments Committee

A meeting of the Allotments Committee took place on 13 June 2016. The minutes of that meeting and the decisions taken are attached.

12.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

13. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC – £ - June deductions
(b) Somerset County Council - £ - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights
(e) Councillors Allowances 2016/17: In accordance with the agreed 2016/17 budget councillors allowances of £200 (less tax) plus £500 Mayoral allowance.

(Note: HMRC has advised that the appropriate level of tax has to be deducted at source. Payment was, therefore, made on 25 June in order that the information could be submitted as part of the Council’s payroll details for the Real Time Information system)

(f) RBL Poppy Appeal - £22 – Poppy Wreath for Armed Forces Day
(g) Cllr Bowrah - £75.80 – Travel allowance (June)

(h) Chess - £82.72 – Telephone and broadband
(i) Adam Stewart - £15 – repayment of Allotment deposit

(j) SPACE - £400 – health and safety requirements at Children’s Centre allotment plot (previously authorised by Council 6 June 2016 – Min. 38)

(k) TDBC - £15,000 – Salary contribution of Wellington One Co-ordinator and projects

(l) TDBC - £250 – Office rent

(m) Leander Architectural - £225.30 – Wellingtonia tree plaque

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
27 June 2016
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