WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 4 JULY 2016


Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 July 2016 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor R Bowrah (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, C Biscoe, W Brown, G Copley, A Govier, G James, J Hunt, J Lloyd, J Reed, P W Sparrow, J Thorne, and V. Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Gill Croucher (Assistant to the Clerk)
45. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier and Hunt declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.
Councillors Brown, Bowrah, Hunt, James, Govier, Reed and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
46. MINUTES
The minutes of Council Planning meeting and Council on 6 June 2016 copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.
47. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting.
48. POLICE REPORT 
A report on recent police activity in the town was submitted. 
49. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Isabel Ward asked:

(i) when was the last time the mechanical sweeper was used in town ?

(ii) had anything been done to ask contractors to clear gullies ?

(iii) had anything been done to tidy up the frontage of the Youth Centre ?

Councillor Brown was able to inform her that the last time he saw the mechanical sweeper was on 22 April 2016. She was also informed that clearing gullies would be part of the wider proposal to use the services of a community warden. The Youth Centre was the responsibility of the Centre Management Committee and they had the matter in hand.
(b) Ben Orszag – Land drew attention to the speed of traffic in Mantle Street. He felt that if the flow of traffic was increased in and around the Longforth Road junction this would have an adverse impact on Mantle Street. It was dangerous to cycle on the road. He supported the “20’s Plenty” scheme and suggested that a speed limit of 20 m.p.h. be introduced.

(c) Jem McCluskey supported these views and felt that a proper approach to design of traffic measures would be helpful.

Members recognised that there were a number of different but inter related traffic issues in this area. It was agreed to look into the possibility of a Speedwatch scheme.

50. PROJECT CUBITT’S PLACE – 2016.

Colin Spackman of Clifford Terrace, Wellington put forward a proposal to formally name the lane that links High Street and Clifford Terrace “Cubitt’s Place”.  Although responsibility for street naming lies with TDBC this Council were being asked for its support. The proposal also called for the erection of a street light in the lane. Details of Mr Spackman’s proposals were submitted.  Mr Spackman asked that if the proposals were supported, the Town Council take them forward. It was recognised that it was likely that the cost of a street light and the ongoing energy charges and maintenance would be likely to fall on the Town Council.

RESOLVED that the proposal be agreed.
51. GRANTS
Wellington Operatic Society Touring Group

An application for a grant of £500 had been received from the Wellington Operatic Society Touring Group. The application was for a contribution towards the reciprocal hosting of a visiting choir from Torres Vedros. The money would be used towards the cost of providing transport and meals for the choir. The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that a grant of £500 be made.

RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £500 be made, the funds to be taken from the Promotion of Wellington budget.
(Although the application was not connected with the Twinning Association Councillors Copley and Stock-Williams abstained from taking part and voting because of the wider links with twinning and their connection as members of the Twinning Association).
52. LONGFORTH ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNALS

The traffic congestion in the centre of the town at certain times of the day had long been a concern of the Town Council and its residents. The County Council had been considering the possibility of much needed improvements to this junction. They had been looking at the possibility of revamping the pedestrian crossing at the top of Longforth Road together with ways to improve traffic flows through this junction by incorporating right-hand turning lanes into Longforth Road and Waitrose. This Council felt that improvements to the crossing, although to be welcomed, were secondary to improving the traffic flow. 

Unfortunately there was insufficient space available to incorporate extra lanes or filter lanes so any improvement would have to be based on the amount of road available. The County Council had now come forward with suggestions to introduce alternative traffic light staging proposals which would increase the flow of traffic through this junction. It was noted, however, that although these proposals would make a noticeable difference they would not entirely solve the problem.

Members generally supported any scheme that might alleviate the traffic problems in the town centre. It was also suggested that the flow of traffic might be further improved if the parking bays outside of the former newsagents in High Street were removed and parking was not permitted during the day.

RESOLVED that the proposal be agreed and that the Highways Authority be asked to consider removing use of the parking bays in High Street during the day.
53. LONGFORTH ROAD TOILETS
As the Council were faced with much the same situation, the Town Clerk reported that he had met with representatives of Milverton Parish Council and Wiveliscombe Town Council on two occasions to discuss common issues in relation to the transfer of ownership of the Longforth Road toilets. 
The original draft Heads of Terms were considered to be unacceptable in a number of ways. 

Negotiations had therefore continued in order to obtain more suitable Heads of Term along the lines of those already agreed with Milverton. A copy of the amended draft Heads of Terms were submitted.

Meanwhile, as the legal completion was likely still to take some months the Council had entered into a Tenancy at Will which did not pose any problems.

In the meantime the toilets remained open. The Town Council had previously agreed to pay the actual cost of this until transfer (£730 + VAT). If the DLO continued to provide cleaning and consumables only after the transfer then the cost would be £438 + VAT per month. The Town Council would also receive a one off sum of £10,562 as a “transfer pot” to support the facilities as it saw fit. The Council’s Insurance arrangements had been adjusted to indemnify TDBC during the term of the Tenancy at Will and to take account of the change in ownership when this was completed.

RESOLVED that the transfer of the toilets from TDBC to Wellington Town Council be agreed and proceed on the basis of the Heads of Terms. Solicitors be instructed to deal with the necessary conveyance
54. MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING SERVICES WORKING PARTY
The minutes of a meeting of the Working Party held on 2 June 2016 were submitted.

RESOLVED that the minutes and the recommendations made be agreed.
55. ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE
The minutes of a meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 13 June 2016 were submitted. 

RESOLVED that the minutes and the decisions made be noted.

56.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2016 to 31 May 2016 was £204,407 and the expenditure for the same period was £15,621. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.

57. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:-

(a) HMRC – £707.85 - June deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £365.22 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Councillors Allowances 2016/17: In accordance with the agreed 2016/17 budget councillors allowances of £200 (less tax) plus £500 Mayoral allowance.

(Note: HMRC has advised that the appropriate level of tax has to be deducted at source. Payment was, therefore, made on 25 June in order that the information could be submitted as part of the Council’s payroll details for the Real Time Information system)

(f) RBL Poppy Appeal - £22 – Poppy Wreath for Armed Forces Day

(g) Cllr Bowrah - £75.80 – Travel allowance (June)

(h) Chess - £82.72 – Telephone and broadband

(i) Adam Stewart - £15 – repayment of Allotment deposit

(j) SPACE - £400 – health and safety requirements at Children’s Centre allotment plot (previously authorised by Council 6 June 2016 – Min. 38)

(k) TDBC - £15,000 – Salary contribution of Wellington One Co-ordinator and projects

(l) TDBC - £250 – Office rent

(m) Leander Architectural - £225.30 – Wellingtonia tree plaque

(n) URC - £96 – Hire of Hall

The meeting ended at 8.25p.m.
 ..........................................
Councillor Bob Bowrah  
Mayor
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