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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 9 May 2016 immediately following Annual Council
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning meeting and Council on 4 April 2016 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 2015-2016 AND SUMMARY OF FUNDS AS AT 31 MARCH 2016 (Attached)
ANNUAL REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR (Attached)
8. GRANTS

The following applications for grant have been received:

(a) Wellington Museum and Local History Society

An application for a grant of £750 has been received from the Wellington Local History & Museum Society.

Members will recall that the rent for the Museum is currently £1,000 p.a. In the past the Council has subsidised the Society to the extent that we charge only £250 p.a. Our Internal Auditor identified this as an indirect grant and suggested that we charge the full amount but grant aid the Museum to the same level that we currently subsidise it. This application for a grant of £750 is therefore in accordance with the Auditors’ suggestion.

(b) The Big Tent

An application for a grant of £600 has been received from Wellington and District Churches Together to go towards the cost of the 2016 Big Tent event. This is a children’s and youth holiday bible club that aims to present Christianity and the stories of the bible to young people in a fun, action packed way. This event has been supported by the Town Council in the past. 
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.

9. RAILWAY STATION

At the recent well attended public meeting in connection with reintroduction of a railway station in Wellington it was explained that the aim now is to move to the next stage of an eight stage process of a more detailed feasibility study to look at timetabling and engineering. The estimated cost is between £260,000 and £300,000. TDBC have committed £40,000 to this process but as yet the other partners have not come up with any funding.

The Town Council last considered this matter a couple of months ago when it re-affirmed its strong support for the establishment of a railway station in Wellington.
Following the public meeting I have contacted Cllr Mark Edwards of TDBC to say that I’m sure the Town Council would be encouraged by the outcome. At the meeting reference was made to a business case, LEP report and some proposed locations from Network Rail. I explained that it would be really helpful if this information could be made available to the Town Council as it might like to consider the principle of earmarking a contribution towards the next stage Feasibility Study. Councillor Edwards has offered to attend the next Council meeting.
10. SWITCH ON OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

At the last meeting it was decided that in order to make the switch on more relevant to the Christmas period the ceremony take place on 3 December 2016. Since then, the traders have met again. A report of that meeting setting out suggestions that the traders have now made is attached.
11. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF TAUNTON DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL
At the March meeting it was reported that the Boundary Commission were commencing an Electoral Review of Taunton Deane Borough Council in the following months. The aim of the review was to address any electoral inequality within the TDBC wards.

A recommendation has now been submitted to the Commission from TDBC that the number of councillors required for the governance of that Council could be reduced from the current level of 56 to a figure in the early 40s.
This would obviously have a knock on effect on the level of representation in the Wellington Wards on TDBC.
12. CONDITION OF STREET PAVEMENTS

Councillor Copley to raise.
13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Wellington Youth Voice

(b) Maintaining and Improving Services Working Party

The notes of meetings of the Working Party meeting held on 30 March and 26 April 2016 are attached 
(c) Footpaths Committee

The minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee which took place on 11 April 2016 are attached.

(d) Finance Committee

A special meeting of the Finance Committee took place on 27 April 2016 specifically to review the Councils Grants policy. The minutes of that meeting are attached.
14. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - nil - April deductions
(b) Somerset County Council - £335.56 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Light
(e) Edge Publications - £604.80 – April/May Newsletter

(f) Somerset Towns Forum - £50 – Membership subscription 2015/16

(g) Somerset Towns Forum - £50 – membership subscription 2016/17

(h) SRYP - £68.80 – Charlotte Bligh work on Youth Voice

(i) Perrys recycling - £34.80 – Security recycling sacks

(j) EDF - £258.29 – Electricity 28 Fore Street

(k) Greg Dyke - £101.60 – Travelling Allowance (March 2015 – April 2016)

(l) TDBC - £329.47 – Emptying dog bins

(m) Chess - £79.21 – Broadband and telephone

(n) D Clark - £600 – Clearance work and fencing at Basins Allotments

(o) Quayside Publishing - £240 – Around Wellington web site (May – Nov. 2016)

(p) St John’s Primary School - £604 – Contribution to School Crossing Patrol (Autumn and Spring terms)
(q) Hinewood - £65 – Cleaning bus shelters and windows

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
29 April 2016
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