WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 7 MARCH 2016


Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 7 March 2016 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor J Lloyd (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, C Biscoe, R Bowrah, W Brown, G Copley, A Govier, R Henley, G James, J Reed, P W Sparrow, J Thorne, and V. Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Gill Croucher (Assistant to the Clerk)
227. APOLOGIES

Councillors Critchard, Hunt
228. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Henley and Govier declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.
Councillors Bowrah, Brown, James, Govier, Reed and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
Councillor Bowrah declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 7(b) Wellington Basins Volunteer Group

229. MINUTES

The minutes of Council Planning meeting and Council on 1 February 2016, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

230. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements she had undertaken since the last meeting. 
231. POLICE REPORT 
A report on recent police activity in the town was submitted. Concern was expressed at the continued rise in the rate of crime in the town. It was felt that the recent reorganisation of the Police service had not helped. PCSO Steve Hill explained the reasons behind some of the increases in reported crime and the action taken to combat it.
RESOLVED that the Police and Crime Commissioner be informed of the Council’s concern.
232. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Terry Milton thanked Councillor Bowrah for organising the Clean for the Queen event and the various organisations and individuals that took part.

(b) Isabel Ward updated members on the activities of Wellington in Bloom and Churches Together

(c) Chris Williams spoke again in relation to Stagecoach Bus No. 20 which was threatened with being withdrawn. He thanked Councillors Govier and Henley for speaking in support of retaining the service at a recent County Council Cabinet meeting. He had been informed that although this route was still very much under threat, SCC was negotiating with their Devon counterparts regarding possible subsidies. He also supported any move to introduce an evening bus service to and from Wellington and Taunton.
(d) Jill Mitton referred to the value of the Longforth Road toilets particularly during the annual Food Town event. She also referred to the application for grant submitted by the Community Association and hoped it would be received favourably.

(e) Chris Salter, representing Churches Together, reported that the annual Good Friday walk of Witness would again be taking place this year. She also referred to the application for grant submitted in relation to Howard Road Fun Day and hoped it would be received favourably.

(f) Gibby Swain, a resident of Riverside, drew attention to and expressed concern at the clearance work that had been undertaken on land at the rear of her property. It was explained that no application for planning permission for the use of this land had been received and that there would be an opportunity to submit representations if and when it was.

233. GRANTS
(a) Wellington Library Friends Group
An application for a grant of £120 had been received from the Wellington Library Friends Group. The Group had been formed, following a reduction in the Library services, to support and promote the Library as a community resource. It wished to use the Library outside of its normal opening hours for a wide range of public events. In order to do this the Group needed to become more “formal” and provide Public Liability Insurance. The grant would be used to provide that insurance.

The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made in full.

RESOLVED the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £120 be made.
(b) Wellington Basins Volunteer Group

An application for a further grant had been received from the Wellington Basins Volunteer Group. The Group have asked for £589 to purchase an Electric Start Wheeled Strimmer to be used to clear brambles and vegetation in and around the Basins area.

The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made subject to the equipment being made available to other groups.

RESOLVED the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £589 be made subject to the equipment being made available to other groups. The funds to be taken from the “Devolved Services” budget.

(Councillor Bowrah declared a pecuniary interest in the above application as Chairman of the Group. He left the meeting during consideration of the item.

(c) Wellington Community Centre

An application for a grant had been received from the Wellington Community Centre. The Centre had received funds from Section 106 monies which will enable them to provide accessible toilets and replace the leaking roof on the toilet block. A subsequent Building Control inspection had revealed that they would also need to replace the rear door with a fire door with a panic bar and provide a vented window. The total cost of the project was approximately £22,000. Although sufficient funds had been obtained to carry out the work to provide an accessible toilet and replace the toilet block roof they needed additional finance to carry out the work required by Building Control – a rear fire door and vented window. A request had therefore been submitted for a grant of £1,183.20

The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made.

RESOLVED the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £1,183.20 be made 
(d) Wellington in Bloom

An application for grant had been received from Wellington in Bloom. They had requested £1,250 as a contribution to a number of projects in 2016. The Town Council had supported Wellington in Bloom over many years for the work it did in and around the town. 

The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made.

RESOLVED the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £1,250 be made. The funds to be taken from the “Promotion of Wellington” budget.

(e) Churches Together in Wellington

An application for a grant of £200 had been received from Churches Together in Wellington to be used in connection with the Howard Road Fun Day in 2016. The Council had supported this event in the past. The aim of the Fun Day was to promote a community spirit in the Howard Road area. This year the group wanted to expand its activities on the day to include all age groups.

The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee who had recommended that the grant be made.

RESOLVED the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £200 be made. 

234. EVENING BUS SERVICE TO TAUNTON

The lack of a regular bus service to and from Taunton in the evenings had been a matter of some concern to the Council in the past. In his capacity as a County Councillor, Councillor Govier had discussed with appropriate County Council officers the possibility of the Town Council perhaps sponsoring an evening service into Taunton. 
It had been suggested that the best approach would be for the County to use its DPS (Direct Purchasing System) to put out a tender for the provision of an evening service to ensure the best possible price. If the results indicated the service was too expensive then this Council were not committed to anything at this stage and could simply not award the tender. If the tender price was acceptable, Transporting Somerset could then manage the contract on behalf of the Town Council.
RESOLVED that the suggestion be agreed and tenders be invited on the basis of an evening service at 9p.m. and 11p.m from Monday to Saturday.

235. CAR PARK CHARGES
Following discussion of this matter in January 2016 the draft Taunton Deane Borough Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2016 had now been received.  
The general nature and effect of the changes in the proposed new Order would be to amend the tariffs which applied to Wellington car parks and remove the three hour zero tariff for valid Blue Badge holders and introduce an allowance of an additional 60 minutes to the expiry time if a valid blue badge was correctly displayed and appropriate payment was made.

Details of the proposed charges as they affected Wellington were submitted.
RESOLVED that TDBC be informed that the Town Council felt that the imposition of charges for Blue Badge holders was inappropriate.
(Councillors James and Sparrow declared a personal interest in this matter as holders of a Blue Badge)

(Councillor Henley left the meeting at 8.25p.m.)

236. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

The last time the Council discussed this matter was in September 2015. After exhaustive deliberations it was finally decided that in view of the likely overall cost of taking on responsibility for all three facilities the Council could see very little benefit in agreeing to this course of action. This Council suggested that TDBC could still achieve the level of saving it required if it continued to be responsible for Longforth Road conveniences and the Town Council part funded its maintenance.

The decision was taken that TDBC be requested to continue to be responsible for Longforth Road Public Conveniences for a further three year period on the basis that the Town Clerk would negotiate a level of funding, satisfactory to both parties, payable from the Town Council to TDBC as a contribution toward the cost of its maintenance. 

TDBC had yet to determine the final costs. Meanwhile they had advised that notices would be placed on the Longforth Road toilets at the beginning of March to warn of the closure.

RESOLVED that TDBC be informed of this Council’s wish that the toilets remain open whilst talks continue regarding the annual cost of keeping the facility available. 

(Councillor Copley left the meeting at 8.40p.m.)
237. LONGFORTH ROAD TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCING
At its meeting on Monday February 2014 the Council raised concern over what had become quite a major issue in the town. The Council had supported a suggestion that the situation be monitored so that the traffic engineers could see the problems being experienced. It also agreed to make a contribution of £2,000 towards the costs involved.
Since then the Traffic Engineers had been monitoring use and modelling a re-sequencing of the traffic lights. The County Council’s Traffic and Transport Development Group (Signals and Design Team) had now completed the plans. They intended to issue them for consultation and provide a works programme. Although a re-phasing of the lights had taken place initially it was felt that the situation would only be improved once the pedestrian island had been re-located and there was a two way flow of traffic in High Street. It was emphasised that the £2,000 contribution from the Town Council was to relate to the installation of the actual scheme and was not related to any feasibility study.
RESOLVED that the current position be noted and further consideration take place as part of the consultation process. Meanwhile payment of the £2,000 in connection with the physical works necessary be authorised.
(Councillor Bowrah left the meeting at 8.50 p.m.)
238. WELLINGTON CONSERVATION AREA - TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE GRANT SCHEME

It was reported that the Heritage Lottery Fund had launched a new round of bidding for Townscape Heritage. Grants were available from £100k to £2million. TDBC had asked if the Town Council would be interested in working together to explore whether Wellington Conservation Area could be a potential scheme.  
The scheme would have a long lead in time to allow formal detailed submissions and preparation and would not start until April 2018. It would run for a period of five years finishing in March 2023. An initial bid of £900k would include funds for the employment of project staff.

RESOLVED that the Town Council work together with TDBC to take the proposal a stage further and the submission of an expression of interest which would focus on public realm, repairs to historic buildings, reinstatement of architectural features and targeting gap areas (vacant areas) be agreed.

239. COMMEMORATION OF WORLD WAR I

Following previous, recent discussion surrounding the use of Wellington Park to commemorate World War I, Councillor James suggested that a suitable commemorative plaque be placed at the entrance. The Royal British Legion, Wellington Branch had indicated that they would be very supportive of such a gesture (although they had no funds to contribute towards the cost). The cost would be in the region of £200 per plaque.

RESOLVED that the suggestion be agreed and a suitable plaque be placed on the entrance to the Park.
(Standing Orders were suspended to allow Ray Hitchcock to speak on the following matter).
240. WAR MEMORIAL, WELLINGTON PARK
Mr Hitchcock referred to the paper submitted by Councillor Thorne for consideration in relation to the above. He then drew attention to two books he had jointly written. The information which was being suggested to be included on the memorial was already available in these books. He also mentioned that during his research a further forty names had been found which could potentially be included on the memorial.

Councillor Thorne submitted suggestions for enhancing the information on the war memorial in Wellington Park. 

RESOLVED that further consideration of this matter be held in abeyance until such time as the additional names had been consolidated and authenticated.

(Councillor Thorne left the meeting at 9.20p.m.)

241. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF TAUNTON DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Boundary Commission were commencing an Electoral Review of Taunton Deane Borough Council in the following months. The aim of the review was to address any electoral inequality within the TDBC wards.
RESOLVED that the progress of the review be monitored especially in relation to any effect it might have on Wellington Wards.

242. NATIONAL TRUST - WELLINGTON MONUMENT – UPDATE

In July last year the Council met representatives of the National Trust who gave an update on the progress of repairs to the Wellington Monument. The latest update received from the Trust was submitted. 

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
243. H.M THE QUEEN’S 90th BIRTHDAY

H.M Queen celebrated her 90th birthday on 21 April this year. Consideration was given to whether the Council wished to mark the occasion in any way. 
RESOLVED that:-

(a) Friends of Wellington Park be asked if it would be prepared to allocate one of its Sunday music events in celebration of H.M. The Queen’s birthday;

(b) suitable commemorative coins be purchased for presentation to local primary school children.

 244. WELLINGTON YOUTH VOICE
It was reported that the Youth Voice sessions were continuing and now taking place during the day time at Court Fields School. In the Deputy Clerk’s absence they would be led by Charlotte Bligh of Somerset Rural Youth. Gill Croucher would maintain an overview and regular reports would be submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED that the situation be noted.
245. Maintaining and Improving Services Working Party

Submitted the notes of a meeting of the Working Party held on 4 February 2016.

RESOLVED that the report be noted and the recommendations be agreed.
246. ROCKWELL GREEN WARD - COUNCILLOR MARCUS BARR

It was reported that Councillor Barr had officially informed the Town Clerk that he was no longer a member of the Conservative Group. Councillor Barr would continue to represent the Rockwell Green Ward as an Independent.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
247.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 May 2015 to 31 December 2015 was £146,262 and the expenditure for the same period was £80,144. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and
248. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following payments be made:

(a) HMRC - £711.83 - February deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £335.08 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £70 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Dulford Nurseries - £79.20 – Wellingtonia tree

(f) Frames - £97 – photo frames

(g) Judith Goss - £52 – War Grave flowers

(h) Somerset County Council - £2,000 – Contribution towards work carried out by County Council Traffic and Transport Development Group in relation to traffic light sequencing

(i) EDF - £85.37 – Street light, Rackfield

(j) Konica Minolta - £205.04 – Photocopying

(k) Konica Minolta - £224.35 – Photocopier rental

(l) Viking - £104.37 Supplies and stationery

(m) TDBC - £456 – Traffic management costs for Christmas Lights Switch On 

(n) Hinewood  - £65 – Cleaning Bus Shelters and windows

(o) Information Commissioner - £35 – Annual data protection registration fee

(p) Wellington Community Support Services Ltd - £5,500 - Contribution towards the provision of one evening session per week at Youth Centre

(q) Councillor Bowrah - £30.60 – Travelling allowance

The meeting ended at 9.30p.m.
 ..........................................
Councillor Janet Lloyd   Mayor







8

