WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 9 MAY 2016


Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor R Bowrah (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, C Biscoe, W Brown, G Copley, P Critchard, A Govier, G James, J Hunt, J Lloyd, J Reed, P W Sparrow, J Thorne, and V. Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Gill Croucher (Assistant to the Clerk)
6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier and Hunt declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.
Councillors Bowrah, Brown, James, Govier, Reed and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
7. MINUTES

The minutes of Council Planning meeting and Council on 4 April 2016, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

8. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Immediate Past Mayor submitted a report on the engagements she had undertaken since the last meeting.
9. POLICE REPORT 
A report on recent police activity in the town was submitted by PC Rob Wood. 
Concern was expressed at the danger caused by the continuing lack of security at Tonedale Mill. It was agreed to place this matter on the agenda of the next Council meeting so that the matter might be discussed

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) A newly certificated Isabel Ward took the opportunity to register her thanks for any support the Council might have given in relation to her recent receipt of a certificate at the TDBC Citizenship Awards.
She reported that as part of H.M The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations Churches Together would be promoting a booklet recording Her Majesty’s Christian faith at the forthcoming Street Fair.
Finally she reported on the invaluable training she had recently undertaken with Reminiscence Learning in dementia awareness.

11. RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 2015-2016 AND SUMMARY OF FUNDS AS AT 31 MARCH 2016
ANNUAL REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
Submitted details of the Town Council’s accounts for 2015/16 which showed that the Council had an overall General Reserve of £216,380 at the 31 March 2016 (£55,314 in the Treasury account plus £161,066 in the Deposit account) When setting the precept for 2015-16 of £122,816 and with the Council Tax support grant of £13,770 the Town Council aimed to position itself so that it was able to meet increased costs and be ready to consider addressing any reduction in local services which might occur as a result of efficiency savings by the principal authorities. 

It was noted that the CCTV equipment listed in the Fixed Assets was no longer in use but was still insured. It was suggested that it therefore be removed from the list of Fixed Assets and efforts be made to sell it.

The annual report of the Internal Auditor was also submitted. The comments made by the Auditor were noted.

RESOLVED that:-

(a) the statement of accounting policies and the financial risk assessment of the Council’s internal financial control be approved and agreed;
(b) the fixed assets register be amended to exclude the CCTV equipment and efforts be made to dispose of it;

(c) the report of the Internal Auditor be noted and acted upon where appropriate.

12. GRANTS

Reported that the following applications for grant had been received:

(a) Wellington Museum and Local History Society

An application for a grant of £750 had been received from the Wellington Local History & Museum Society.

The rent for the Museum was currently £1,000 p.a. In the past the Council had subsidised the Society to the extent that it charged only £250 p.a. The Internal Auditor identified this as an indirect grant and suggested that the full amount be charged but that a grant be made to the Museum to the same level. This application for a grant of £750 was therefore in accordance with the Auditors’ suggestion.

RESOLVED that a grant of £750 be made.
(Councillors Brown and Hunt declared personal interests in this item)

(b) The Big Tent

An application for a grant of £600 had been received from Wellington and District Churches Together to go towards the overall cost of the 2016 Big Tent event. This was a children’s and youth holiday bible club that aimed to present Christianity and the stories of the bible to young people in a fun, action packed way. This event has been supported by the Town Council in the past. 

RESOLVED that a grant of £600 be made.
13. RAILWAY STATION

At the recent well attended public meeting in connection with reintroduction of a railway station in Wellington it was explained that the aim now was to move to the next stage of an eight stage process of a more detailed feasibility study to look at timetabling and engineering. The estimated cost was between £260,000 and £300,000. TDBC had committed £40,000 to this process but as yet the other partners had not come up with any funding.

At the meeting reference was made to a business case, LEP report and some proposed locations from Network Rail. It was felt that it would be really helpful if this information could be made available to the Town Council as it might, at some time in the process, like to consider the principle of earmarking a contribution towards the next stage Feasibility Study. Councillor Mark Edwards, the appropriate TDBC Portfolio holder, had offered to attend the next Council meeting.

RESOLVED that the visit of Councillor Edwards be welcomed and the importance of getting sight of the reports and evidence be emphasised.
14. SWITCH ON OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

At the last meeting it was decided that in order to make the switch on of the lights more relevant to the Christmas period the ceremony take place on 3 December 2016. Since then, the local traders had met again and put forward an alternative suggestion. They had suggested that the Lights be switched on as originally requested by them on 19 November. This would herald the start of a five week season of events leading up to Christmas. A separate event could then take place on 3 December which would relate specifically to the Nativity and the Christmas message. The traders had therefore asked the Council to reconsider its original decision.
The majority of members felt that nothing significant had changed and that there was no reason to depart from the original decision.
RESOLVED that the original decision to switch the Christmas Lights on on 3 December be adhered to and the traders request be not agreed.
15. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF TAUNTON DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL
At the March meeting it was reported that the Boundary Commission were commencing an Electoral Review of Taunton Deane Borough Council in the following months. The aim of the review was to address any electoral inequality within the TDBC wards.

A recommendation had now been submitted to the Commission from TDBC that the number of councillors required for the governance of that Council could be reduced from the current level of 56 to a figure in the early 40s.

This would obviously have a knock on effect on the level of representation in the Wellington Wards on TDBC.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.
16. CONDITION OF STREET PAVEMENTS

Councillor Copley drew attention to what she felt was the generally unsatisfactory state of the pavements throughout the town. Many were cracked and broken and could constitute a danger to pedestrians. Members were encouraged to report those that they felt were dangerous directly to the highway authority.
RESOLVED that a schedule of anticipated work on the pavements be obtained from the Highway Authority.

(Councillor Barr left the meeting at 8.20 p.m.)
17. WELLINGTON YOUTH VOICE

Meetings of the Youth Voice continued to take place within Court Fields School on a regular basis. Following the appointment of a new Youth Leader it was hoped that there would be a greater connection with the Youth Centre and with the school. 
18. MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING SERVICES WORKING PARTY

The notes of meetings of the Working Party held on 30 March and 26 April 2016 were submitted. The meeting on 26 April was an opportunity to meet with Councillor John Williams, Leader of TDBC and Penny James, its Chief Executive to explore how best both Councils could work together to serve the local community. The easy part would be to identify the “visible” services like grass cutting, weedspraying and street cleaning that the Town Council could support and enhance. The more difficult part would be to drive forward those less visible areas that that this Council wanted to focus on. At the meeting attention was drawn to the progress that Wellington One was making in drawing together that type of service and ensuring that funding was going to the correct places. TDBC would shortly be recruiting a part time area co-ordinator for Wellington One. They were able to fund this post for two days a week but the Town Council now had the opportunity to increase that to three days per week by paying for that extra day from its Devolved Services/Transformation Fund. The cost would be in the region of £8,600 p.a. (salary plus on costs). The appointment would be for a two year period.
Members felt that this would be a good use of funds but wanted to ask if three days were enough or should it be more ?  They also wondered whether there might be an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing delivery of certain services.

As the Town Council would be making a significant contribution to the overall cost of the Co-ordinator greater clarity was needed of the line management responsibilities. The Council would also expect regular feedback/reports so that it could measure the success of the post in the delivery of its priorities.
RESOLVED that a contribution to the cost of employing a part time Area Co-ordinator for Wellington One be supported in principle, the exact level of contribution to be discussed further. 
19. FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE

The minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee held on 11 April 2016 were submitted.

RESOLVED that the minutes and the decisions made be noted.
20. FINANCE COMMITTEE

A special meeting of the Finance Committee took place on 27 April 2016 specifically to review the Councils Grants policy. The minutes of that meeting were submitted with recommendations regarding alterations to the Grants policy.
RESOLVED that the recommendations be agreed and the Grants policy be amended accordingly.
21. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - nil - April deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £335.56 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Light

(e) Edge Publications - £604.80 – April/May Newsletter

(f) Somerset Towns Forum - £50 – Membership subscription 2015/16

(g) Somerset Towns Forum - £50 – membership subscription 2016/17

(h) SRYP - £68.80 – Charlotte Bligh work on Youth Voice

(i) Perrys recycling - £34.80 – Security recycling sacks

(j) EDF - £258.29 – Electricity 28 Fore Street

(k) Greg Dyke - £101.60 – Travelling Allowance (March 2015 – April 2016)

(l) TDBC - £329.47 – Emptying dog bins

(m) Chess - £79.21 – Broadband and telephone

(n) D Clark - £600 – Clearance work and fencing at Basins Allotments

(o) Quayside Publishing - £240 – Around Wellington web site (May – Nov. 2016)

(p) St John’s Primary School - £604 – Contribution to School Crossing Patrol (Autumn and Spring terms)

(q) Hinewood - £65 – Cleaning bus shelters and windows (March)
(r) Hinewood - £65 – Cleaning bus shelters and windows (April)

(s) Councillor Bowrah - £7.20 – Travelling Allowance

(t) EDF - £83 – Electricity supply, street light, Rackfield.

(u) Judith Goss - £52 – War grave flowers.

The meeting ended at 8.35p.m.
 ..........................................
Councillor Bob Bowrah  
Mayor
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