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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3 October 2016 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning and Council on 5 September 2016 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. FOOD FAIR
Councillor Barr to raise
8. GRANTS

(a) Wellington Business Association

An application for grant has been received from the Wellington Business Association. They are asking for a contribution of £500 towards the overall cost of £1067 for producing the hand drawn Wellington Free Guide, copies of which were handed to councillors at the last Council meeting. The map was first published in 2012 and has now been updated by the Business Association. It aims to support local businesses and encourage visitors to return to the town.

At the beginning of the financial year the Council made £15,000 available in its grants budget. Following grants already awarded this year there is £7,050 left.

9. MANTLE STREET RE-SURFACING AND WHITE LINING
As members will know, there are plans to resurface Mantle Street and other locations within the town. I understand that there are no plans to replace the white, advisory lines that currently control the parking etc in that area. Whilst these lines are not legally enforceable they do play a vital role in promoting road safety and maintaining good neighbourly relations. The Highway Authority have therefore been asked if there is any chance that this decision could be reviewed as it may well lead to major problems in that area. A copy of a plan is attached to the agenda showing details of the lining to be replaced.

I have asked for the costs of hiring the white liners as the Town Council might wish to consider meeting them. 
The reasoning behind the decision not to put the white parking bay markings back in was because they are not covered by a Traffic Regulation Order, they are advisory bays only.  The Highway Authority has said that they are having to deal with many similar requests and must achieve consistency throughout the County to ensure respect for the mandatory markings.  
They do not put back KEEP CLEAR markings across private accesses.  This is a policy decision and not to do with cost.  KEEP CLEAR markings are now only put down at minor road junctions near traffic lights etc to keep the junction clear for vehicle access and egress. The policy has changed over recent years and the white ‘bar markings’ (H bar) that exist are no longer replaced when the road is resurfaced. H bars are now provided very sparingly, they are advisory only and are becoming increasingly ignored. 
The issue of parking on the highway is something that causes real concern to the Authority and communities around the County. Parking can cause an inconvenience to some, can obstruct some, and can take away the right to access the highway, as well as impacting on traffic flows, all of which might be eased with a little more considerate parking, especially near to schools where parents drop off their children, hospitals, shops, etc. (Members will see that this view is particularly relevant to Item 10 on the Agenda)
 
10. PARKING ISSUES - PRIORY, WELLINGTON
The Town Council has been asked for its views on the possibility of extending the double yellow lines already in place in Priory to cover the full extent of the road, at least on the school side.
Complaints are being received from residents who cannot get out of their driveways due to inconsiderate drivers parking. There have also been occasions when large arcticulated lorries cannot negotiate the bends because of vehicles being  parked on the corners.

11. TONEDALE MILL – SECURITY

At the meeting in August this year the Council and the Police reiterated its concern over the lack of security at Tonedale Mill. TDBC had sent a letter to the owners requiring them to secure the site by no later than 30 July 2016. TDBC were encouraged to implement legal proceedings if necessary.

No action has been taken to secure the site so the TDBC Legal Team has now been instructed to carry out court action to secure the site.

12.  THE 2017/18 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE SETTLEMENT

Attached to the agenda is the Government consultation on proposals to extend referendum principles to ALL parish and town councils. It should be noted that the consultation goes further than imposing capping on larger councils and now proposes imposing the cap on all councils (see page 13-14, para 3.3.6).
The consultation proposes that the principles for town and parish would be the same as for shire districts, which permits increases of less than 2% or up to and including £5, whichever is the higher, without triggering a referendum. Amounts above this would require a referendum, which the council would have to pay for.

Where parish and town councils have taken on devolved responsibilities from principal councils, it is proposed that referendum principles will not apply, as long as certain conditions are met.

The consultation will close at 5pm on 28 October.

SALC have emphasised that it is essential that ALL COUNCILLORS are aware of this consultation and it is imperative that as many councils as possible respond to it.

13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Allotments Committee

A meeting of the Allotments Committee took place on 19 September 2016. The minutes of that meeting and decisions made are attached.

(b) Youth Voice and Future of Youth Centre
(i) Youth Voice

We have recently met with local youth workers to review the operation of the Youth Voice scheme. This is an initiative that we are very keen to promote and use effectively as a means of engaging with young people and providing an opportunity for them to let us know about the issues that concern them.
Results have been somewhat patchy. At times it has been very successful but recently it has not, so we have looked at ways of giving the scheme more energy. We recognise that there should be a measurable outcome to the issues raised by the young people and more of a connection with the Council.

Now that the school holidays are over Youth Voice will begin to meet again regularly. We hope to involve participants in the UK Parliament scheme, become involved with the Court Fields School Personal, Social, Health and Education (PSHE) lessons and to link Youth Voice with the Civic Awards Scheme.
(ii) Future of Youth Centre

We have recently heard that the Somerset Rural Youth Project have indicated that it intends discontinuing the provision of the youth service at the Youth Centre. The youth service is provided by SRYP on behalf of the Wellington Community Support Services Ltd. The Town Council contribute towards the cost of providing a youth worker for one evening per week (£5,500 in 2015/16). It is hoped that further information and the implications of this decision will be available at the meeting.
(c) Somerset Association of Local Councils – AGM

Report of Councillor Lloyd (attached)
14. SERVICES OF REMEMBRANCE 2016

Attached is a letter from the Royal British Legion Wellington Branch inviting the Mayor and Councillors to this year’s Services of Remembrance.
15.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - Report attached

16. ANNUAL REPORT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR – Grant Thornton 
The annual audit of the Town Council’s accounts carried out by Grant Thornton UK, on behalf of the Audit Commission has now been completed. There are no issues to report.

17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £93.20 - September deductions
(b) Somerset County Council - £306.90 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110 - Storage of Christmas Lights
(e) Chess - £81.02 – Telephone and broadband

(f) SAGE - £403.20 – Renewal of payroll licence

(g) Councillor Lloyd - £23.20 – Travel allowance

(h) TDBC - £250 – quarterly rental for 28 Fore Street

(i) Grant Thornton - £480 – 2016 Audit Fee

(j) Hinewood - £10 – Cleaning office windows

(k) EDF - £123.66 – Electricity charges for 28 Fore Street

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor Ross Henley

Councillor James Hunt

Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council:
Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
 26 September 2016
NOTE: Please note that Mantle Street is due to be closed on the evening of 3 October for re-surfacing.
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