WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 4 DECEMBER 2017

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 December 2017 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor G James (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, R Bowrah, W Brown, P Critchard, A Govier, J Hunt,
M Lithgow, J Lloyd, J Reed, L Russell-Cairns, B Shepherd and J Thorne
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)
147. APOLOGIES

Councillor V Stock-Williams
148. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier, Hunt and Thorne declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Govier, Hunt, James, Reed and Stock- Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
149. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Planning and Council on 6 November 2017 copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

150. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting. 

151. POLICE REPORT 
Sgt Stuart Williams and PCSO Simon Bramley submitted a report on recent police activity in the town.
152. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME

(a) Diana land congratulated the Council on the display of Christmas Lights this year. She asked if any could be provided in Rockwell green. She also asked if any progress had been made in providing a Council flag pole.

(b) Dave Mitton, Vice Chairman of Friends of Wellington Park expressed concern at the increased level of vandalism in the Park this year. He also hoped the Town Council would be able to financially support any improvements to the Park footpaths. It was explained that the Council had already offered support.

(c) Isabel Ward drew attention to the recent activities of Churches Together. The Sheep Trail had been launched, the Celebration of Light was now in operation and the Christmas Day lunch was being arranged.

(d) Sue White thanked the Council for the support it gave to Wellington Experience, particularly in relation to the Welly Boot Throwing competition. She also drew attention to overhanging vegetation along Milverton Road and asked if something could be done to tidy it up.

(e) Adrian Hooper asked what progress had been made in removing the No Dangerous Skateboarding signs. He also suggested that the time of the Christmas Lights Switch On be brought forward to earlier in the afternoon when the shops were open. He commended the work undertaken by Frome Town Council in relation to economic development and finally drew attention once again to the condition of the passage between the former Cloud 9 and HSBC bank.

It was explained to Mr Hooper that TDBC had been asked to remove their signs, the Lights Switch on took place at the time that had previously been requested by the traders and the passage referred to was, of course, in private ownership.

(f) Brian Hillier asked what progress had been made regarding the installation of a hearing loop in the meeting room, drew attention to a forthcoming tree planting and asked if CCTV cameras were monitored.

(g) Ray Filler, Chairman of the RBL Wellington Branch thanked the Council and its officers for the support for The Two Minute Silence and Remembrance Sunday.
153. WELLINGTON HERITAGE
Dr. Joanne O’ Hara, the newly appointed Wellington Heritage at Risk Manager was welcomed to the meeting.
Dr O’Hara had been appointed by Taunton Deane Borough Council to lead the conservation management programme of a number of high profile regeneration projects including Tonedale, Toneworks, Cornhill and the Monument.

Members welcomed her appointment and hoped it would lead to progress in regenerating these area.
Dr O Hara was asked a number of questions in relation to the Heritage Mill development at Tonedale. It was agreed to place this on a future Planning meeting agenda when a full response could be given

(Standing Orders were suspended during discussion of the following item to allow members of the public to take part)
154. COMMUNITY ORCHARD, POST CLOSE, WELLINGTON

At the Council meeting on 4 September 2017 an application for grant from the Transition Town Wellington Sustainable Food Group for funds towards its Post Close Community Orchard project was refused. Although the project itself was supported it was decided not to make a grant for a number of reasons.

TTW subsequently made plans to fund it another way. However, the Clerk had then received correspondence from the Highway Authority who had been informed that the Town Council had agreed to hold the necessary consent that would allow fruit trees to be planted in highway land at Post Close Wellington. 

TTW had now asked if the Council would hold the highways adoption licence, on the behalf of the Sustainable Food Group, for the community orchard on Post Close.
RESOLVED that the Council agree to hold the Highway Licence.
155. SPEED READINGS, BLACKBOYS ROAD

At the Council in August this year, Mr B Tinsley of Blackboys Farm drew attention to the speed of traffic travelling along the road outside of his property.

It was suggested that this would be a suitable site for a Speed Impact Device. Speed readings had now been taken at this location and the results were below the intervention level which the Highway Authority would take any further action.
RESOLVED that the report be noted.
156. WEAVERS ARMS DEVELOPMENT - AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Councillor Lloyd drew attention to the apparent change in the proposed tenure of the properties being provided in this development. It appeared that there had been a change from the original intention.

RESOLVED that further information be obtained from TDBC regarding any changes and why it was felt they needed to be made.
(Councillor Stock-Williams arrived at the meeting at 7.55p.m.)
157. YOUTH VOICE

The Deputy Clerk reported that Youth Voice had started again this academic year working closely with Court Fields School. This gave a variety of local young people an opportunity to have their opinions heard by adults that made decisions on their behalf. Pupils were worked with in small groups and asked a variety of questions about life in Wellington.
The impact of the focus groups in that time had been impressive. They had help make the Town Council, local Police, Children’s Support Services, Housing, Street Pastors and Wellington One Team more aware of the concerns and needs of the young people in the town. 

It had helped the Council make a decision to put more funding into Youth Services, contributed towards the developed strategy to help deal with the most difficult teens and informed the Street Pastors, when dealing with young people. 

It had influenced the Christmas Lights and the Switch on event which had been altered this year, helped the Fire Serve and Police when tackling behaviour issues and contributed to the Wellington One Community Plan.
RESOLVED that the Deputy Clerk be thanked for all that Youth Voice had achieved and the role it now played in relation to issues in the town.

158. FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE

The minutes of a meeting of the Footpaths Committee on 23 November 2017 were submitted.

RESOLVED that the minutes and the decisions made be noted.

159.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2016 to 31 October 2017 was £214,606 and the expenditure for the same period was £86,855. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.
160. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid
(a) HMRC - £780.59 - August deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £267.45 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £74.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110.40 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Chess - £98.40 – Telephone and broadband

(f) AIS Contract Cleaners - £57.60 – Office and Chamber cleaning

(g) Hinewod - £20 – Office window cleaning (Sept & Oct)

(h) ID Verde - £2,628.60 – Community Warden (Aug to Oct)

(i) ID Verde - £3,481.92 – Cleaning Longforth Rd Public Conveniences

(j) EDF - £67.98 – Lighting, Rackfield

(k) Grant Thornton - £720 – Audit Fee

(l) Cllr G James - ££13.27 – Travel Allowance

(m) Custom Plastic - £9.60 – Councillor name plate

(n) St John’s School - £302 – 50% contribution School Crossing patrol (Sept –Dec)

(o) Festive Lighting - £6,011.29 – Hire of Christmas Lights
(p) TDBC - £30 – Repairs, Longforth Road toilets

(q) The Edge - £644 – Newsletter

® Judith Goss - £52 – War Grave Flowers
The meeting ended at 8.12 p.m.
..........................................
Councillor Gary James
Mayor
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