WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 6 FEBRUARY 2017

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 6 February 2017 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor R Bowrah (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, P Critchard, A Govier, G James, J Lloyd and J Thorne 
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)
8 members of the public

196. APOLOGIES
Councillors C Biscoe, W Brown, G Copley, R Henley, J Hunt, J Reed and V Stock-Williams
197. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Govier declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.
Councillors Bowrah, Govier and James, declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 

198. MINUTES

The minutes of Council Planning meeting and Council on 9 January 2017 copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.
199. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting.
200. POLICE REPORT 
A report on recent police activity in the town was given by PC Hayden Smith. PC Smith was welcomed as the new beat manager in the town.
201. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Isabel Ward informed the Council of the new Moderator for Churches Together. She also made members aware of the date of the AGM of Britain in Bloom.

(b) Richard Fox asked if TDBC intended to postpone any policy discussions pending the proposed merger with West Somerset DC.
The Clerk replied that it was unlikely. Discussions on future policy would continue and form part of the Transformation Plan.

(c) Mary McVeigh raised the possibility of the introduction of residents parking permits in the vicinity of her property. She also expressed disappointment that she had not been aware that the Council had been consulted on an amended planning application in relation to land at the rear of the Three Cups which had been considered at the Planning meeting earlier in the evening.
Mrs McVeigh was informed that the County Council were not currently progressing any new requests for residents parking as it was reviewing its residents parking policy and procedure. 
202. GRANTS

The following applications for grant had been received:

St John’s Community Support Group

In December 2015 an application for grant from St John’s Community Support Group was agreed and £500 was made available to help with running costs for this newly formed group. 

Two further applications had now been received. One was for continued funding (£750) for the original group and the other was for help to establish a further support group (£500).

The applications had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee. Whilst the Committee remained supportive of the work undertaken by the Group it was concerned that no action had been taken since its original application to develop a Constitution or open a separate bank account. There was also some confusion as the aims of the new Group appeared to be very similar to those of the original Group. The Committee had therefore recommended that the application be deferred.

RESOLVED that the application be deferred pending receipt of further information
203. STATION ROAD/CORAM’S LANE

At the December 2016 Council meeting attention was drawn to the safety of road users in the area of Corams Lane, Springfield Road and Station Road. It had been suggested that the road markings could be improved and a speed restriction placed on Corams Lane. Attention was also drawn to the speed of traffic in this area and suggested that speed restrictions might also be placed on Station Road. These suggestions were submitted to the Highway Authority.

They had obtained the results of the speed readings taken on Station Road and Corams Lane. Station Road showed the average speed readings based on a 24 hour day (00-24) in all directions were 26.9mph.

Corams Lane showed the average speed readings based on a 24 hour day (00-24) in all directions were 19.5mph.

Police records showed that there had been 1 slight personal injury collision along Station Road over the last 5 year period. 
Highways acknowledged that a small percentage of drivers did exceed the posted speed limits, but the majority of drivers appeared to drive within the limits.  
Regarding a Give Way sign at the junction of Corams Lane and Waterloo Road, they did not consider that there were high volumes of traffic here enough to warrant a Give Way sign however. 

RESOLVED that the position be noted.

204. NORTH STREET CAR PARK

It was reported that TDBC had been giving consideration to a number of options which might alter the flow and layout of this car park. These works would be designed to give greater protection and reduce maintenance of the access road.
Members were keen to point out that this access road was one of the last options available for diverting traffic away from the town centre and thereby reducing congestion.

RESOLVED that details of the options be circulated to all councillors and that TDBC be requested to keep this Council informed of any further developments.
205. SOUTH STREET CAR PARK

At the December Council meeting it was asked if anything could be done about the gates that link South Street Car Park with South Street. This matter was taken up with TDBC who had agreed to replace the gates with railings in the next couple of months. 
RESOLVED that TDBC be thanked for its response to this request.
206. TAUNTON DEANE CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 2016
Details were submitted of this year’s TDBC Mayor’s Citizenship Award Scheme. 

RESOLVED that any nominations be submitted direct to the Mayor of TDBC.
207. RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT – ADOPTION PROCESS

Consideration was given to procedure for the enforcement of planning conditions, the adoption process and the responsibility of developers, the Highway Authority and the Local Planning Authority.

Over recent years there had been large scale developments in different parts of the town. Each one had been subject to planning conditions and requirements in a Section 106 Agreement. Each one had caused frustration for one reason or another and in some cases the requirements and conditions had only been met following prompting from the Town Council. It was felt that this might be an issue that was shared with other councils and that consultation should therefore take place with local, regional and national organisations. It was also suggested that TDBC be asked if they could identify just what the issues were the adoption process.
RESOLVED that this matter be referred to the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party for further consideration.
208. PETANQUE COURT

Councillor Lloyd asked who was responsible for the maintenance of the newly built Petanque Court adjacent to the Sports Centre. It was explained that it was the responsibility of TDBC..
209. SOMERSET TOWNS FORUM
For many years the Council had been a member and supporter of the Somerset Towns Forum. Recently its Coordination Group had decided to close the Forum.
RESOLVED that the report be noted.
210. MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING SERVICES WORKING PARTY
RESOLVED that a further meeting of this Working Party be arranged to provide an opportunity to talk about issues including continued financial support for Wellington One, the appointment of a Community Warden and Longforth Road toilets

211. COUNCILLOR VACANCY – ROCKWELL GREEN WARD
Notification had been received that an election to fill this vacancy would take place on Thursday 23 February 2017. A copy of the statement of persons nominated was submitted.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
212.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2016 to 31 December 2016 was £215,098 and the expenditure for the same period was £98,843. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.

213. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:-

(a) HMRC - £780.02 - December deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £245.40 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £80 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110.40 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Chess - £83.09 – Telephone and broadband

(f) D Clark - £150 – Clearance work at Allotments

(g) Rhonda Lovell - £125 – Counselling Service (HRA funds)

(h) The Edge - £705 – Newsletter

(i) EDF - £210.63 – Electricity at 28 Fore Street

(j) WCSS Ltd - £5,500 – Contribution to Youth Worker

(k) Hinewood - £10 – Cleaning windows

The meeting ended at 8:25p.m.
..........................................
Councillor Bob Bowrah BEM
Mayor
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