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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 5 June 2017 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of:
Council Planning meeting, Annual Council and Council on 8 May 2017 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. GRANTS

The following applications for grant have been received:

(a) Wellington Carnival Committee
At the last meeting consideration was given to an application for a grant of £2,500 from the Wellington Carnival Committee. The grant would be used to contribute towards overall carnival costs. Whilst remaining supportive of the carnival, members were concerned that as the Carnival Committee made donations to charities, any grant from the Town Council might then be an indirect grant to those charities. There were also concerns over the financial viability of the event. A decision was therefore deferred pending a meeting with representatives of the Carnival Committee. The meeting has now taken place and those members present were satisfied that any money given by the Council would be used specifically towards the cost of the event and not passed on to any charity. A recommendation was made that a grant of £2,500 be made.
(b) The Big Tent
An application for a grant of £500 has been received from Wellington and District Churches Together to go towards the cost of the 2017 Big Tent event (this is £100 less than last year). This is a children’s and youth holiday bible club that aims to present Christianity and the stories of the bible to young people in a fun, action packed way. This event has been supported by the Town Council in the past. 

Full details of the application have been previously circulated.
(c) Genesis Youth Theatre

An application for grant has been received from the Genesis Youth Theatre. They are asking for £750 towards the cost of equipment, “enrichment” days and specialist coaches.

The Council last supported an application for funds from the Theatre Group in October 2015 when £750 was granted for replacing tab tracks, curtains, costumes and light and sound equipment. It also helped toward providing specialist make-up workshops.
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.
(d) Wellington Dementia Action Alliance

This is a new group which aims to “transform the quality of life of people living with dementia and memory loss, their carers and families, to ensure they are treated with respect and dignity by the community”. They have asked for a grant of £750 which would be used to pay for administration, event costs and leaflet design.
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.
(e) TS5C

TS5C is a Somerset sports charity. It has asked if the Council would consider making a donation towards its work (letter attached).
At the beginning of the financial year the Council made £15,000 available in its Grants budget. Following grants already awarded this year there is £10,078 left in the 2017/18 budget.

8. REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR (attached)
9. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Report of the Town Clerk (attached)
10. YOUTH CENTRE

To consider the attached paper submitted by Councillor Govier.
11. WAR MEMORIAL, WELLINGTON PARK

Report of the Town Clerk (attached)

12. WELLINGTON PARK

Councillor Barr to raise.
As Local Government changes radically, the principal authorities continue to reduce services. Should TDBC ever decide that it did not want to continue to be responsible for Wellington Park, Councillor Barr feels the Town Council should be in a position to react to that situation.
13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Allotments Committee
The minutes of a meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 15 May 2017 are attached.
14. COUNCILLOR VACANCY – WELLINGTON NORTH WARD

Notification has been received that an election to fill this vacancy will take place on Thursday 8 June 2017. A copy of the statement of persons nominated is attached to the agenda.
15. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £1,229.99 - May deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £267.45 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk
(c) Somerset County Council - £74.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110.40 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Chess - £86.87 – Telephone and broadband
(f) Councillors Allowances 2017/18: In accordance with the agreed 2017/18 budget councillors allowances of £200 (less tax) plus £500 Mayoral allowance.

(Note: 
· HMRC has advised that the appropriate level of tax has to be deducted at source. Payment will, therefore, have been made on 25 May in order that the information can be submitted as part of the Council’s payroll details for the Real Time Information system
· The Mayor has decided to relinquish the Mayoral allowance and instead distribute it to five different local charities
(g) Cllr R Bowrah - £33.30 – Travelling Allowance

(h) Judith Goss - £52.00 – War Grave flowers

(i) Konica Minolta - £39.04 – Photocopying charges

(m) Hinewood - £10 – Window cleaning

(n) Rhonda Lovell - £762.50 – HRA funds

(o) Viking - £322. 98 – Stationery and supplies

(p) B J Howe - £778.30 – Internal Audit fee

16. MAYOR – TERM OF OFFICE

The Mayor (Councillor Gary James) has suggested that members might like to give some early thought to the length of term of office of the Mayor. This matter could then be discussed at a future meeting.
17. SOMERSET REMEMBERS

The attached letter from The Lord Lieutenant of Somerset is submitted for information.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillors A Govier, J Hunt and J Thorne
Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council

Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
26 May 2017
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