WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 2 OCTOBER 2017

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 2 October 2017 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor G James (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, R Bowrah, W Brown, P Critchard, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, J Lloyd, J Reed, L Russell-Cairns, J Thorne and V Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)
107. APOLOGIES

Councillor Lithgow
108. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier, Hunt and Thorne declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Govier, Hunt, Henley, James, Reed and Stock- Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
109. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Planning and Council on 4 September 2017 copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

110. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting. 

111. POLICE REPORT 
In the absence of a Police officer a report on recent police activity in the town was submitted. A number of issues were raised which would be followed up.
112. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME

(a) John Wilkie drew attention to the amount of litter and dog fouling on the pavements between the town centre and Rockwell Green.
The Town Clerk replied that this was now on the regular route of the Community Warden so hopefully the situation would improve.

(b) Isabel Ward asked if something could be done to improve the appearance of the Cades Farm roundabout. She also asked if the Council would be happy for Churches Together to arrange another Sheep Trail over the Christmas period and launch it at the Christmas Lights Switch On.
TDBC would be asked to take action in relation to the roundabout. The Council were more than happy for the Sheep Trail to take place again.

(c) Chris Salter, on behalf of Churches Together, reported that because of bad weather the Howard Road Fun day had reluctantly been cancelled. She explained how the grant awarded by the Council had been used to buy supplies for use at future events.

113. GRANTS

Sticky Fingers Messy Play Group

An application for grant had been received from “Sticky Fingers Messy Play Group”. They requested a grant of £400 towards an overall cost of £760.  The group had set up a fortnightly messy play baby and toddler group based at Wellington Community Centre. It aimed to make sessions affordable for all. 
The application had been considered earlier in the evening at a meeting of the Finance Committee. The Committee were supportive of the application and felt it was a worthwhile initiative. The Committee had recommended that a grant of £400 be made.

RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and a grant of £400 be made.
(Standing Orders were suspended during discussion of the following item to allow Gahame Woodward to take part)
114. HIGHWAY MATTERS/TRAFFIC CONGESTION

This was an issue that had been of some concern to the Council for some time. It has been raised with a number of councillors most recently by Grahame Woodward of Waterloo Road. Consideration was given to a report from the Town Clerk which included details of Mr Woodward’s concerns and his proposal for a one way system. The report also included a number of other, traffic related issues. 
There was little support for a one way system as proposed by Mr Woodward for a number of reasons however it remained an option to be discussed. Reference was made to the County Council’s Transport Strategy and the fact that most of the aspirations within it had not materialised. It was acknowledged that there was now little or no money to be spent on highways generally.

RESOLVED that:-

(a) a meeting be arranged with the Cabinet Member responsible for Highways to discuss all options available for improving the flow of traffic in the town centre;

(b) the County Council continue to be pressed to implement the promised re-sequencing of the Longforth Road junction traffic lights as soon as possible;

(c) discussions continue to ensure that the planned link road on the Longforth Farm estate is developed in accordance with the planning conditions to enable access to be the Relyon site.
115. PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY

Further to Minute 96 (4 September 2017) a meeting had now taken place between the Town Clerk, Scott Weetch of TDBC and Steve Coles, Chair of the Sports Federation. The meeting also involved Stuart Todd who was the consultant responsible for drawing up the original Strategy.

Discussions centred on the need for some feasibility work to help demonstrate the costs of change and therefore which option or options might be viable / deliverable and by when? Further discussion would be necessary to uncover what might be possible in planning terms, the National Governing Bodies, Sport England and Somerset Activities and Sports Partnership. It would also involve discussion with other key parts of the equation such as the schools and clubs themselves, if necessary.  It could also set out some ballpark costs for new and / or improved facilities based on standard cost examples of similar provision elsewhere. Stuart Todd had therefore agreed to put some consultancy costs against the work. It could perhaps be done in stages which would allow better definition of fees for later stages after the initial scoping / feasibility work has been done.  
It had been suggested that a Steering Group be formed with representatives of the Council, TDBC, the Sports Federation and the interested Clubs to progress implementation of the Strategy.
RESOLVED that Councillors Brown and Lloyd be appointed to sit on the Steering Group. (Councillor Govier had been appointed to represent TDBC).
116. WELLINGTON FOOD FESTIVAL

The organisers of the Wellington Food Festival had requested feedback from the Council on the event, held on Saturday 2nd September, so that they could begin organising for 2018.
The general opinion from those that had attended was that it had been well organised with a much improved layout. Although some comments had been received that it lacked a local feel, the overall view was that it had brought a new vitality, attracted thousands to the town and given local traders an opportunity to show case their businesses.
117. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2016 to 31 August 2017 was £213,082 and the expenditure for the same period was £54,055. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.
118. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:

(a) HMRC - £780.39 - August deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £267.45 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £74.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110.40 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Chess - £82.28 – Telephone and broadband

(f) AIS Contract Cleaners - £57.60 – Office and Chamber cleanin

(g) Heartstart - £100 – Replacement consumables for Defibrillator

(h) EDF - £66.95 – Electricity supply, Rackfield Street light

(i) TDBC - £1,500 – Contribution to Chill & Chat service

(j) TDBC - £90 – repair to Longforth Road toilets

(k) The Sandwich Stop - £500 – Catering for Civic Service

(l) Mid Devon District Council - £4,368.79 – Contribution (25%) to Wellington Railway Station Study work

(m) Konica Minolta - £132.73 – Photocopier rental

(n) Konica Minolta - £82.91 – Photocopying

(o) Viking - £380.27 – Stationery and supplies

(p) TDBC - £250 – Office Rent (Oct – Dec 17)

(q) TDBC- £8,500 – Wellington One Coordinater
(r)  Sage - £405.20 – Payroll licence

(s) The Edge Directory - £276 – Newsletter

(t) Wellington URC - £96 – Hire of Hall

The meeting ended at 8.05p.m.
..........................................
Councillor Gary James
Mayor
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