WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 4 SEPTEMBER 2017

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 September 2017 at 7.00p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor G James (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, R Bowrah, P Critchard, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, M Lithgow, J Lloyd, J Reed, L Russell-Cairns, J Thorne and V Stock-Williams
Greg Dyke (Town Clerk), Debbie Bere (Deputy Clerk)
87. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier, Hunt and Thorne declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Govier, Hunt, Henley, James, Reed and Stock- Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council. 
88. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Planning and Council on 7 August 2017 copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

89. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted a report on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting. 

90. POLICE REPORT 

PCSO Steve Hill submitted a report on recent police activity in the town. 

91. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME

(a) Diana Land reminded councillors of the forthcoming World Wellington Boot Throwing Championship and hoped that as many as possible would attend.

(b) Adrian Hooper raised a number of issues following on from the matters raised last month in relation to shops and businesses in the town.

(c) Richard Fox had undertaken a survey of parking in the town and submitted his results. These would be passed on to parking services at TDBC.

 92. COUNCILLOR VACANCY – WELLINGTON SOUTH WARD
Councillor Charles Biscoe had resigned from the Council for health reasons. Notice of the vacancy had been duly published and the required number of electors had requested that an election be held. The Returning Officer would now make the necessary arrangements for a bye-election, probably in mid to late October. It was suggested that the half term week would be appropriate in order to cause as little disruption as possible to the School which would be used as a Polling Station.
93. GRANTS

(a) Wellington Sustainable Food Group – part of Transition Town Wellington

An application for a grant had been received from the Wellington Sustainable Food Group. They had asked for £683.50 towards a total cost of £783.50 in connection with its Post Close Community Orchard Project. The project aimed to plant up an area of unused space to the side of a footpath with fruit bearing trees. Local residents would then be able to harvest the fruit for free. The Council had previously supported this Group in February 2016 when a grant of £1,600 was made in relation to similar schemes.
The application had been considered by the Finance Committee earlier in the evening and it had recommended that it be refused. It appeared from the accounts submitted that not all of the previous grant had been spent, there was no evidence to support either a need in this area or that some of the other schemes had been fully taken advantage of. The amount requested was a significant proportion of the overall cost.

RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Finance Committee be agreed and no grant be made.
94. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The Town Clerk reported that when this matter was considered at the meeting on 6 March 2017 it was noted that in 2016 the total cost of the lights had been £15,660. This cost was for the Deane DLO to erect and display the lights, provide staff for the Switch On and remove them to a storage area to be provided by the Town Council. It also included the collection, erection and removal of the Christmas Tree. In addition the Council also paid £1,680 p.a. to store the Lights in a secure storage unit.

The Christmas Lights that were used had been the same since 2009 and were beginning to need repair and replacement. Although the Lights were considered to be satisfactory it was felt that, subject to available funding, some appropriate additional lights, particularly for the tree might be appropriate.

The Clerk had therefore looked at the possibility of the purchase or hire of decorations for Wellington. Different lights could be purchased individually or altogether so there would be some flexibility in the total price. The hire price, which would include storage, maintenance, delivery and collection over a 3 year hire contract would be £5,309 per year.
After examining the hire option it was felt that this would represent good value and would result in the Lights being regularly maintained and a new display being available after three years. The overall cost would depend on the cost of putting the lights up and taking them down again. It was hoped that this would be a little less than it was now but it was recognised that there was a possibility that it might be more.

RESOLVED that a three year hire contract be entered into with The Festive Lighting Company, West Buckland for a sum of £5,309.46, the hire price to include storage, maintenance, delivery and collection over the hire period.
95. BASINS FENCING

Submitted a letter from the Wellington Basins Volunteer Group regarding the condition of the fencing surrounding certain parts of the Basins. The fencing was in need of repair and the Group had asked who had responsibility for its maintenance.

TDBC Parks Department had recently carried out a land registry search and according to their findings it looked like Mancraft Ltd own the Basins and Tonedale Properties own the causeway.

The safe use of the causeway was something of benefit to the whole community. It was also frequently used for vehicular access to the adjoining Council owned Allotment site. The cost of the repairs would be £2,302.82 +vat. However, this was not something that the Town Council could take on as it had no responsibility for the land and no permission to carry out any work.
The Basins was a very important local amenity and it was considered that it would benefit from being taken into public ownership. This was seen as something that would assist the hard working Basins Volunteer group to carry on with its sterling work.

RESOLVED that:-

(a) the owners of the land be asked if they would be prepared to give permission for the work to be carried out subject to terms and conditions which clarified liability and responsibility for continued maintenance;

(b) in the meantime enquiries be made regarding the possibility of taking the land into public ownership.

(Councillors Bowrah and Russell-Cairns both declared a personal interest in the above item as members of the Wellington Basins Conservation Group)
96. PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY

Further to Minute 15/2017 (8 May 2017) a meeting had now taken place between the Town Clerk, the Chair of the Sports Federation and TDBC’s Scott Weetch to clarify the way forward for this project.

It was clear that in order to maintain the momentum some kind of Project Manager was needed to draw up an outline project plan. There appeared to be a possibility that this might be something that could be done within Taunton Deane using existing budgets. It was hoped that any such appointment would focus on the Wellington part of the Strategy.
RESOLVED every effort be made to maintain the momentum of the project and in due course a joint Steering Group be formed.
97. WELLINGTON PARK

Further to Minute 36/2017 (5 June 2017) discussions had now taken place between Richard Burge, Open Spaces Manager TDBC, the Town Clerk and representatives of the Friends of Wellington Park. 

Firstly the aspiration of the Town Council to accept responsibility for the Park had been re-emphasised although it was apparent that there remained no intention by TDBC to discontinue its responsibilities for the Park. 

The Friends had submitted details of the many issues that they had. The paths in particular were in a very poor condition. It was recognised that with limited resources it would not be possible to rectify all of them in the short term. However, it was suggested that it would be a great improvement if the Borough Council would agree to resurface the outer ring of paths and the area in front of the bandstand. One of the other points raised was the lack of communication between the Friends and TDBC. 

It was hoped that as a result of this very useful meeting issues would be addressed and improvements achieved. It was suggested that the Town Council might, in some circumstances, be willing to make a contribution to some of the work necessary.
RESOLVED that the report be noted and TDBC be informed of the Town Council’s willingness to consider making a contribution.
(Councillor Bowrah left the meeting at 8p.m.)
98. CIVIC INSIGNIA

This matter was last considered by the Council at its meeting on 8 May 2017 (Minute 17) when it was considered appropriate to update the chains of office for both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. Members felt that the opportunity should be taken to look at an alternative insignia which more accurately reflected the modern day town of Wellington. A limit of £5,000 was agreed.

However, since that time the current Mayor, Councillor Gary James, had experienced the amount of interest shown in relation to the existing Badge of Office. He had therefore suggested that rather than providing alternative insignia the existing Badge be restored and refurbished.
RESOLVED that estimates of the cost of refurbishment and repair be obtained and submitted to the Council for further consideration.
99. WELLINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE – Courtland Road

Cllr A. Govier drew attention to a review to be undertaken by Somerset County Council regarding the future of Children’s Centres. The Centre in Wellington provided valuable support to vulnerable families and made a difference to many people’s lives. It was hoped that the Council would respond to any consultation.
RESOLVED that the Council contribute to the consultation process at the appropriate time.
100. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2016 to 31 July 2017 was £212,758 and the expenditure for the same period was £45,902. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.

RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.
101.ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:

 (a) HMRC - £770.99 - July deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £267.45 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £74.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Wellington Self Storage - £110.40 - Storage of Christmas Lights

(e) Chess - £88.43 – Telephone and broadband

(f) AIS Contract Cleaners - £57.60 – Office and Chamber cleaning

(g) Cllr Lloyd - £32.40 – Travelling allowance
(h) TDBC - £414 – Supply and install dog bin, Taunton Road

(i) Custom Plastics - £9.60 – Name plate

(j) WCSS Ltd - £6,554 – Contribution to Youth Centre (April – July 2017)

(k) Hinewood - £20 – window cleaning 

The meeting ended at 8.14p.m.
..........................................
Councillor Gary James
Mayor
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