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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 6 August 2018 at 7p.m.
Greg Dyke

Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. COUNCILLOR VACANCY – WELLINGTON EAST WARD

To report that Wayne Battishill has been elected as a councillor to represent the Wellington East Ward.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 2 July 2018 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
7. GRANTS

(a) Reminiscence Learning

An application for grant of £3,000 has been received from Reminiscence Learning.

A grant would support two areas of its work. The successful community sessions at Tonedale Mill for people with dementia and their carers/family members and “Forest School plus” which is a new initiative that aims to provide activities for more active adults with dementia. The total cost of these two areas of work is estimated to be £5,900

This organisation and the work it carries out locally are well known to the Town Council. The Council have supported regular applications for grant almost from when it began. If the Town Council were minded to support this latest application it would be a suitable candidate for entering into a Service Level Agreement. This would mean that the Town Council would guarantee a level of funding for, say, the next three years and the development of the organisations aims would be closely monitored to see that it was achieving those aims and developing further. It would also mean that RL would be guaranteed funding from the Town Council for a period of time.

Having spoken to our Auditor regarding the principle of SLA's he has confirmed that initial SLA funds should be taken from Reserves (thereby protecting the Grants budget). The SLA's would then appear in subsequent year's estimates as stand alone items of expenditure.
(b) Campaign for Sustainable Transport in the Taunton Area

An application for a grant of £500 has been received from this Group. The Group was set up to focus on local transport issues. The plan is to produce a comprehensive map of all the bus routes (and useful onward connections) available from the Wellington/Taunton area. The map will not contain timetable information, as this is clearly subject to change, but contact details for further information. The map will extend to Minehead, Burnham, Axminster and Yeovil as well as indicating national routes and rail links. It will provide information on the level of service on each route. There is no such map in existence, although we understand that Somerset County Council used to produce one. The aim is to promote travel by bus and the idea that it is possible to reach many destinations in the local area, the county, and beyond by using bus routes. The total cost of the map would be £650.
8. ERECTION OF UP TO 205 DWELLINGS AND UP TO 60 APARTMENTS WITH CARE (CLASS C2), WITH PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, LANDSCAPING, SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEM AND VEHICULAR ACCESS POINTS FROM EXETER ROAD ON LAND TO THE WEST OF BAGLEY ROAD, ROCKWELL GREEN
To report that TDBC, as Local Planning Authority, withdrew its objection to this proposal at the recent Planning Inquiry and invited the Inspector to grant planning permission.

This decision has a number of major implications for future development in and around Wellington and arrangements are in hand to invite the TDBC Portfolio Holder for Planning to a special meeting of the Council so that it can hear the reasons behind TDBC’s decision to change its view. This meeting will take place at 5.30p.m. on Monday 13 August 2018.
9. REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR (attached)

10. FENCING, THE CAUSEWAY, BASINS
As requested by the Council a further alternative quotation for the repair of the fencing either side of the Basins Causeway has now been received. The quotation was for a total cost £2180.00 plus vat. The quote has been accepted and instructions given to proceed with the work as soon as possible.
11. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON

Formal notification has now been received from the Local Government Boundary Commission regarding consultation on the draft recommendations for new ward boundaries for the new local authority.
When the Town Council considered this earlier in the year in May it informed TDBC that in view of its quite clear separate identity, it would like to see a separate ward created for Rockwell Green. As a result, TDBC had looked at the figures and amended the proposals for the warding of Wellington as requested.  The name of Wellington South had been proposed rather than Wellington West, as the area referred to was actually in the south not the west.
In TDBC’s original submissions, the Council asked the LGBCE for any new Wellington town schemes to be coterminous with that proposed for the warding scheme for the new district council.

You will see from the plans that for some reason they are not – they seemed to have used the existing county council electoral division ward boundaries rather than the new district boundaries and that would be confusing as the town and district councils are held at the same time so this would proves very confusing for all concerned!

TDBC will therefore be suggesting that any formal response should include the following requests:

‘Having looked at the proposal for the revised Wellington Town Council arrangements in paragraph 81 and comparing that with the new arrangements proposed for the District Council, we strongly prefer the  new warding scheme for Wellington Town Council be coterminous with that for the District Council as set out in paragraphs 57, 58 and 59 of the LGBCE recommendations’
Attached to the agenda is a map showing the warding arrangements (a larger scale map will be on display at the meeting). As a result of the proposed ward boundaries the draft recommendation of the Commission provides revised parish electoral arrangements for Wellington parish. Details are also attached to the agenda.
12. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2019 AND BEYOND

For as long as anyone can remember Wellington has marked Remembrance Sunday with a Parade and Service in the Park in the afternoon.  
The Mayor (Councillor Gary James) believes that following the transformation of TDBC there may be an appetite for a change in how we hold Remembrance Sunday.

He feels that Wellington, as one of the largest towns in the area, should show its gratitude to the Fallen as the nation does at 11 a.m. in the Park rather than as we have traditionally done in the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday. He would welcome councillor’s views on this suggestion.

13. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Town Centre Working Group

A meeting of the Town Centre Working Group took place on 3 July 2018. 
The notes of that meeting are attached.
(b) Playing Pitch Strategy Steering Group

Stuart Todd Associates have been appointed to provide support and guidance to help implement improvements to playing pitch provision in the town based on the recommendations made in the TDBC Playing Pitch Strategy 2016-2028.

Stuart Todd has now made a presentation containing a number of options to the Steering Group. Once he has received comments from all the stakeholders he will then finalise the report and make a presentation to the Council. Consideration could then be given to whether or not to continue on to Phase 2.

14.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
15. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £73.12  – July 2018 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £140.87 - Superannuation for Deputy Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £91.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Chess - £99.26 – Telephone and broadband
(f) AIS Contract Cleaners - £115.20 – Office and Chamber cleaning
(g) Cllr Lloyd - £35.55 – Travel allowance
(h) EDF - £229.77 – Electricity supply 28 Fore Street

(i) Stonehenge Masonry - £700 – Balance for War Memorial plaque

(j) RBL Poppy Appeal - £18.50 – Wreath for Armed Forces Day

(k) Matthew Mitchell (mtmit) – £200 – Computer repair
(l) TDBC - £90 – Call out – Longforth Road toilets

(m) ID Verde - £3,586.37 – Cleaning Longforth Rd toilets (Apr – June)

(n) ID Verde - £697.92 – Paint and materials for work around town centre

(o) ID Verde - £222.60 - Supply & install bicycle hoops

(p) Sign of the Times Ltd - £250.80 – WW1 Centenary Plaque

(q) BJ Howe - £810 – Internal Audit 2017/18
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Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council:
Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
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