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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

                28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ

Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3 December 2018 at 7.00 pm.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 12 November 2018 (copies attached)
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY

Following the commissioning of the Playing Pitch Strategy, phase 1 has now been completed. This included identifying playing pitch requirements and detailed analysis of 3 potential sites. The Steering Group met on 20 November where it was reported that the Football Club had decided against a 3G pitch (artificial playing surface) due to the significant costs of ongoing maintenance. Regarding the proposed location, there was concensus that of the three sites being considered, site B, on the relief road is the preferred option.  Stuart Todd, the consultant who prepared the Strategy will give a presentation summarising the key points of the Strategy, and potential next steps. The Town Council part-funded phase 1 of the Strategy (£3,000) and a decision is required as to whether a further contribution towards funding phase 2 of the Strategy will be made. 

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. GRANTS

Wellington Rugby Club.

An application has been received from the Wellington Rugby Club for a £2,000 grant towards the purchase of Beech Grove field. This parcel of land adjoins the Athletic Ground, is owned by Somerset County Council, but has now been offered for sale to the club. It is intended to develop the field to provide new pitches much-needed to accommodate ever growing numbers of young people wishing to play, including children, girls and ladies groups.

9. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Town Centre Working Group.

The Town Centre Working Group were next meeting on 27 November to review progress on a potential pop-up shop in the town centre, and setting up a film festival. Notes of the meeting would be forwarded once the meeting had taken place and proposals for these two events would be submitted to the Council for consideration.  Councillor Shepherd, will give a verbal update.
(b) Emergency Committee 
This Committee met on 15 November to review plans for keeping the town accessible in the event of severe weather. Notes of the meeting are attached as well as a summary of where grit bins are situated around the town. Somerset County Council expenditure cuts meant that grit supplies would need to be paid for by the Town Council this year.
(c) Community Safety Committee

The Community Safety Committee met on 15 November and notes of the meeting are attached. The Committee noted that the visit by the Drugs Bus to the town centre on 31 October had been well attended and that the bus would again be in town on the afternoon of 24 November (Christmas light switch-on), as well as making a future visit to Courtfields School. A location for the previously agreed defibrillator for Rockwell Green had been agreed on the wall of the RG Christian Centre and the order would now be placed with the British Heart Foundation.
(d) Staffing and Training Committee

A meeting had been arranged for this Committee on 27 November to discuss the forthcoming Deputy Town Clerk vacancy.  Notes of the meeting would be circulated and the Chairman of the Committee will give a verbal update.
10. SPEED IMPACT DEVICES

At the meeting on 3 April 2018 the Council were made aware that as from the 31st March 2018 Somerset County Council would no longer be providing its existing community speed indicator device (SID) service to Parish and Town Councils. However, the County Council may consider operating a revised speed indicator device (SID) provision by providing SIDs for those Parish/Town Councils who were willing to make a regular financial contribution towards the installation costs. The contribution required from parish/town councils for each speed indicator device (SID) installation, should a revised SID programme operate after March 2018, would be £100.

The Town Council indicated its willingness to be part of this scheme.
Councillor Thorne, in his capacity as a County Councillor, has learned that the County Council will no longer go ahead with its SIDS programme whereby parishes would pay £100 per installation.

The reason is two-fold: Not enough of the 500+ parishes in Somerset have decided to join the scheme, so it is not viable; the two members of staff who would have run the programme have recently both left the council.

This leaves parish councils with a range of ways forward:

•
Buy your own SID at a cost of around £2,500/£3,000

•
Join with one or more other parishes to buy and share a SID

•
Hire one from another parish that has its own and is willing to rent it out

•
Go without

For some parish councils, it may be a potential income stream if you want to buy one and hire it out to other parishes. 

No detail has been worked up yet on the way forward from the county’s point of view, and questions are still to be answered.

If you use your own SID, you will still need to comply with the county’s regulations, ie, suitable locations will have to be approved, a qualified technician will have to be used to erect them and take them down; locations should be rotated, etc.

Previously, the county was offering to meet half of the cost of training a volunteer from each parish to achieve the certificate necessary to work on the highway when putting up and taking down SIDS. This is one of the detailed points that is still being worked on

The county can still offer help in pointing parishes in the right direction to buy their own SIDS and with the different equipment specifications.
11. GETSET CONSULTATION
Information had been received about a proposed reduction in the County Council’s support and services for children and their families (Getset), which was now open for public consultation. Current budgetary restriction required the Council to focus on those families in greatest need. The age group most largely affected by the proposals would be age 0-4 years and families in the Level 2 Support category (additional needs where ‘a little’ extra help is required). 1-2-1 and parenting support groups for Level 2 would stop. This means that Wellington would lose the Thursday Drop-in session at the library and the Tuesday Stay, Play and Learn session at the Methodist church. 

Services from other providers such as healthcare providers or nurseries would remain in place. 
The County Council hoped to minimise the impact through:-

· Better sign-posting to other services
· Establishing a grant scheme to provide start-up funding to parenting support groups providing Level 2 services.

· Making it easier for families to access information through ‘Somerset Choices’ website

· Continuing to develop co-ordinated, multi-agency early help services across the county

A public consultation event had taken place at Taunton Library on 22 November. However people can still share their views by completing a questionnaire, available online at www.somerset.gov.uk/getsetconsultation.  Or a paper copy is available from main libraries and closing date for consultation responses is 5pm, Monday 31 December 2018
12.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
13. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC - £997.23. – November 2018 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £803.44 - Superannuation for Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £91.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Chess - £102.64 – Telephone and broadband

(e) AIS Contract Cleaners - £115.20 – Office and Chamber cleaning
(f) TDBC - £172.44 – repairs to Longforth Road toilets

(g) ID Verde - £4765.12 – Community Warden salary
(h) ID Verde - £3,586.37 – Cleaning Longforth Road toilets

(i)  ID Verde - £154.50 – Community Warden, Wellington Carnival

(j)  Cllr Lloyd - £17.55 – Travel expenses
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council:
Councillors R Bowrah, W Brown, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
26 November 2018
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