WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 3 December 2018


Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3 December 2018 at 7.00 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillor G James (Mayor), 

Councillors M Barr, R Bowrah, A Govier, M Lithgow, J Lloyd, V Stock-Williams, W Brown,   J Reed, L Russel-Cairns, B Shepherd and J Thorne
Kathryn Hemensley (Town Clerk), Gill Croucher (Assistant Clerk)
149. APOLOGIES

Councillors W Battishill and J Hunt,
150. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Govier, Hunt and Thorne declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.

Councillors Bowrah, Govier, James and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Taunton Deane Borough Council.
151. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Planning and Council on 12 November 2018, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

152. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor submitted reports on the engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting. 

153. POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Vicky Henderson presented the Police report for November 2018 which showed a total of 57 crimes recorded for the town. There had been 218 calls to the Police during November, which was slightly down on last month and the previous November. Vicky also fed back that the PCSOs are achieving good levels of engagement with the public in their new way of working. The Police expressly thanked Councillors Battishill and Govier for their help in working with PCSO Bramley to set up 11 new Neighbourhood Watch schemes across Cades Farm and Longforth Farm.
It was agreed to bring forward agenda item 6 to keep public participation time in its usual order.
154. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Mrs Hine from Rockwell Green advised the meeting of her ongoing problem with flooding in her garden from a damaged culvert, which had been installed by the former Wellington Urban Council.  Neither Wessex Water, Taunton Deane or Somerset County Council were willing to accept ownership and carry out remedial works. It was agreed that the Town Clerk would take this up with Taunton Deane Borough Council on behalf of Mrs Hine.
(b) Isobel Ward from Churches Together in Wellington was pleased to announce that the Churches Together Christmas lunch was nearly fully booked. This was for individuals who would otherwise be spending Christmas alone. There had also been a great response from volunteers to help run the event.  Isobel then thanked the Council for allowing Churches Together to launch their annual sheep-spotting event during the Christmas Light switch-on festivities. 
155. WELLINGTON TOWN PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY (PPS)
A presentation was given by Stuart Todd, the Consultant commissioned to carry out Phase 1 of the Playing Pitch Strategy. This had looked at feasibility, likely demand and 3 potential sites for a new sports pitch complex. It was envisaged that better-graded playing football facilities would be needed in time, particularly if the town football club were to achieve promotion to a higher league. Stuart explained that a 3G (‘third generation’ artificial surface) pitch would be expensive to build and run and would require practically full-time use in order to be commercially viable. 
A Steering group was in place which comprised Town and Borough Council representatives as well as the local rugby, football and cricket clubs and the Sports Federation. It had recently proposed site B as its preferred option notwithstanding the full range of further negotiations regarding site acquisition, planning, ecological or highway concerns.
Funding would be required in the region of £4.5 - £4.8 million for a full-size 
Although an ambitious project, the meeting agreed it was a well-deserved facility within the town. Numbers of local residents wishing to take up sporting opportunities continued to grow. The proposal was to now move on to Phase 2 of the Feasibility Study, which would look at the finer detail of the proposed sites. This second phase would also include a pre-planning application to determine any issues which might prove problematic or effectively rule out any of the 3 potential sites. Funding would be required to proceed to Phase 2, and a potential outlay of £9,000 had been ear-marked within the 2019 - 2020 budget. This might then lead on to Phase 3 of the Plan, which would consider funding streams and funding applications.  The PPS report would be an effective support in funding bids, as might the inclusion of the PPS in any newly-created Neighbourhood Plan.
Recommended that further funding of Phase 2 of the Playing pitch Strategy to a maximum of £9,000 be granted at the Council’s formal budget-setting meeting in January 2019.
156. GRANTS
The finance Committee had reviewed an application from Wellington Rugby Football Club (RFC) who had requested £2,000 of funding towards the purchase of Beech Grove Field to enable them to extend their playing facilities. There was much support for the RFC but concern that the land might in future be used for an alternative purpose,  which might generate significant income and would mean that the Council’s ‘investment’ of public money was lost. A recommendation had been made:
That the grant be approved, but that a Covenant be added that if the RFC should sell on the land for other purposes within 10 years, that the grant should be repaid, either with interest or as a percentage of the enhanced land value, if the Council is able to put such restrictions in place.
After discussion, further points of support were made as well as noting that no restrictions had been attached to any previous Town Council grants. It was suggested that the County Council was likely to put its own Covenant in place to restrict its use to sports only.
RESOLVED to award a grant of £2,000 to Wellington RFC without restriction or Covenant being attached.

157. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Town Centre Working Group
Following a meeting on 27 November Councillors Shepherd and Lithgow gave updates on the two main projects this group are working on.
(i) Pop Up Shop - progress has been made on negotiations with the freeholder, and working up outline costings for overheads and rental charges. 

(ii) Film Festival – timescale for the festival would most likely be early 2020 to allow sufficient lead-in time. It was intended to start on a reasonably modest scale then build up to a bigger festival in following years.
It was emphasised that the purpose these ventures was to promote the town, rather than to make a profit. Formal funding would be sought for both projects at the Council’s budget meeting in January, in the expectation that each would generate some degree of income to be offset against overall costs.
A point was made that the Working Group had exceeded its original timeframe for operation, but with these projects on the go, as well as other ideas for enhancing the town centre, the group requested an extension until June 2019.
RESOLVED to extend the operational timeframe of the Town Centre Working Group until June 2019.
(b) Emergency Committee
The group had met on 15 November and agreed to put in place the established plan for keeping the town operational should there be snow or ice in coming months. Originally a quote had been sought for provisioning the grit bins around the town as Somerset County Council (SCC) had advised they would not be supplying grit this year. A costing of in the region of £550 had been received but SCC had since notified that they would service the grit bins for one final year then the Town Council will need to budget to pay for its own grit in future years.
(c) Community Safety Committee

It was confirmed that the order had been placed for the supply and fit of the defibrillator at the Rockwell Green Christian Centre. The fitting date had not yet been notified so the Town Clerk was asked to chase this up.
At their meeting of 15 November the Committee had agreed a payment of £700 to the Drugs Bus, which was to cover several visits to the town in order to raise awareness of drug issues.

(d) Staffing and Training Committee

Updates from this meeting were re-scheduled to the end of the meeting to allow a private discussion containing sensitive personal data.

158. SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES 
These had mistakenly been referred to as Speed Impact Devices in the agenda. Councillor Thorne opened a discussion as to whether the Town Council might consider purchasing one of these Devices now that the County Council were no longer offering hiring facilities. Costing around £3,000 the device could also be hired out to local parish councils to reduce the overall cost. There was little appetite to proceed but Councillor Lloyd was asked to find out about sharing opportunities for these devices at the Somerset Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting on the 18 December. 
159. Getset Consultation
Recent documentation had been received detailing proposed cuts in the County Council’s support services for young children and their families. A series of public meetings had taken place and a consultation, closing 31 December, now invited comment. Age group 0-4 years and families needing Level 2 support (‘a little extra help’) would be most impacted. If the proposals were adopted Wellington would lose its weekly family drop-in at the library, and weekly play session at the Methodist Church.  Councillors were very disappointed at the potential loss of yet another ‘wellbeing’ service and considered the proposals extremely short-sighted. Costs to the public purse were likely to be far greater if and when families came ‘unstuck’ for want of a little support. Scepticism was also voiced at the measures the County Council claimed would help reduce the impact of reducing services.
Resolved that the Town Clerk Town Clerk would respond to the consultation with the strongest objection on behalf of the Town Council.
160. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2018 to 30 September 2018 was £237,328 and the expenditure for the same period was £170,829. A detailed explanation of the figures was given.
RESOLVED that the report regarding Payments and Receipts be noted and agreed.
161. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:-

(a) HMRC - £997.23. – November 2018 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council - £803.44 - Superannuation for Clerk

(c) Somerset County Council - £91.40 - Pension Fund deficit

(d) Chess - £102.64 – Telephone and broadband

(e) AIS Contract Cleaners - £115.20 – Office and Chamber cleaning

(f) TDBC - £172.44 – repairs to Longforth Road toilets

(g) ID Verde - £4765.12 – Community Warden salary

(h) ID Verde - £3,586.37 – Cleaning Longforth Road toilets

(i)  ID Verde - £154.50 – Community Warden, Wellington Carnival

(j)  Cllr Lloyd - £17.55 – Travel expenses

(h) TDBC - £288.00 Planning Officer attendance June, July, August
162. STAFFING AND TRAINING COMMITTEE. 
A Resolution was made that the public and press be excluded during consideration of this item. The Chairman of the Committee gave an update concerning the current vacancy of Deputy Clerk and other staffing matters.
RESOLVED to extend the current temporary Assistant Clerk post to the end of September 2019 and to accept a second recommendation to Council.
The meeting ended at 9.15 p.m.
..........................................
Councillor Gary James
Mayor
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