Wellington Town Council Meeting 1st April 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 1st April 2019 at 7.00 pm.
Please note that light refreshments will be provided at the end of the meeting to mark the final meeting of the current council.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 4th March 2019 (copies attached).
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

To receive an update on council activities from the Clerk (see attached).
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
(a) Courtfields Pre-school Baby and Toddler Group

Courtfields pre-school has submitted a grant application for £500 (or any amount the council see fit) towards the £760 total cost of purchasing soft-play equipment. This is for a new baby and toddler group which the pre-school is setting up. A particular aim of the group is to replace some of the 0-4 years support provision recently cut from Somerset County Council’s Getset programme. Courtfields Pre-School is mindful that they received a grant of £1,000 from the council in November 2018, but hopes that the council will consider this new grant application to be of merit. The application has previously been circulated to Councillors.
(b) Waterloo Road Community Pre-school

The Waterloo Road Community pre-school is a not-for-profit organisation which operates from the Wellington Methodist Church. It provides services to children between 2-4 years of age.  A grant application has been received requesting an award of £969.90 for the purchase of IT devices. These will be used for recording children’s progress, and setting up a web-portal system for parents to view results. The group intends to purchase 2 laptops, and 4 tablets, which the children will also be able to use. The application has previously been circulated to Councillors.
We now commence the 2019-20 financial year, and there is £15,000 available in the grant fund.
9. TO CONSIDER THE COUNCIL’S OFFICE FACILITIES
The room next to the council office will shortly be vacated. This presents an opportunity for the council to consider whether there is any appetite to take this on as additional office space. Taunton Deane are open to negotiation about the rent but advise this might be in the region of £1,200 per annum. Having a new lease would generate some legal costs. There would also be ongoing costs for heating and lighting, and broadband and telephone services would need to be factored in.
10. FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON PARK SPRING FAYRE

To raise awareness of this forthcoming event and seek volunteers to help run the day.

This fun event will take place in Wellington Park on Sunday 5th May, and will be opened by the Mayor and Rebecca Pow MP. Entertainments will include seeing the Mayor in stocks, a dog show, Ukes of Wellington Band as well as stalls and catering. 

11. TO DISCUSS THE OPTION TO TAKE ON A DORMOUSE WOODLAND AT THE NEW JURSTON FARM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
The opportunity to take on amenity facilities at the scheme was first discussed many years ago. More recently however the Developer (CG Fry) advised that the majority of play and open space would be passed to a Management Company. There remains an offer for the council to take ownership of a 0.6 hectare dormouse woodland which will border the A38. This is shown as ‘woodland planting phase’ on the attached map, and is currently being planted. Careful consideration needs to be given to not only the potential benefits of owning this parcel of land, but also the liabilities, such as staff resources, habitat management, and dealing with fly-tipping. There is currently no clear picture as to what level of commuted sum might pass to the council with this plot of land.
12. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Environment Committee
The environment committee met on 21st March to consider a range of issues, including Cornhill, litter and dog bins, and contract grass-cutting. Minutes of the meeting are attached and Councillors are requested to review the group’s proposals at items 2/4/5.
(b) Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
The Working group met on 11th March and discussed ideas for the areas and key themes for the Neighbourhood Plan. A press release will be issued in May to inform parish residents about the basics and notify that we will be seeking views and comments. Minutes of the meeting are attached.

(c) Town Centre Working Group

At its meeting on 25th February further discussions took place around the Pop-up-Shop and Film Festival, and minutes of the meeting are attached. Councillors Shepherd and/or Lithgow may also provide a short summary.
(d) Youth Centre/Work
Councillor Lithgow will update the meeting concerning local issues for the town’s youth.
13.  COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
14. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC – £748.34 – March 2019 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council – £570.30 – Superannuation for Clerk

(c) AIS – £115.20 – Office Cleaning February/March
(d) Lexis Nexis – £110.99 – Updated Council Administration publication
(e) Konica Minolta – £73.16 – photocopier consumables

(f) Montaz Engineering – £102.00 – service 2 leaf-blowers

(g) MTMIT – £85.00 – IT/laptop support

(h) Chess – £104.20 – Office broadband and telephone
(i) TDBC – £250.00 –  Office rent quarter to 30 June 2019
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Taunton Deane Borough Council:
Councillors W Brown, A Govier, R Henley, J Hunt, G James, J Reed and V Stock-Williams 
25 March 2019
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