WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 1st April 2019

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 1st April 2019 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor G James (Mayor), 

Councillors J Hunt, B Shepherd, J Thorne, W Battishill, L Russell-Cairns, V Stock-Williams, 
W Brown, M Barr, A Govier, R Henley, M Lithgow, J Lloyd

Kathryn Hemensley (Town Clerk), 

Gill Croucher (Assistant Clerk)

11 members of the public and 3 members of the press were also present.

215. MINUTE’S SILENCE FOR COUNCILLOR BOB BOWRAH
A minute’s silence was held to commemorate the recent passing of Councillor Bob Bowrah. A vote of gratitude was given for the long and loyal service Bob had given to both the Town and Borough Councils, and for his outstanding commitment to local causes and services.
216. APOLOGIES

Councillor J Reed
217. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Hunt and Thorne declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.

Councillors James, Stock-Williams and Henley declared personal interests as members of Somerset West and Taunton Council.

218. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of Planning and Council on 4th March 2019, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

219. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor presented his report on the many engagements he had undertaken since the last meeting. These had included joining a ‘VIP’ visit to the Wellington monument to learn about renovation proposals, sharing pancakes at Oaktree Court Nursing home with residents and local children, and the annual Legal Service at Wells Cathedral. 
The Mayor noted that his term of office was drawing to a close and that he had been honoured to represent the town and council at over 360 engagements in the past year. He paid tribute to Councillors, staff, and the many representatives of organisations and the public whom he had met or worked with during his term. Special thanks were given to his wife Bee for her dedicated service as Mayoress, and a bouquet of flowers was presented to her.
A vote of thanks was given to Councillor James for his notable support for the town and his marked enthusiasm in the role of Mayor. This had very much served to raise the profile of the town and Mayoralty.
220. POLICE REPORT 

PC Hayden Smith attended the meeting with colleague PCSO Sharon Baker, newly seconded as Partnership Officer for Wellington, among other towns. Sharon presented the police report for March. A total of 53 crimes had been reported by the public. 
Anti-social behaviour within the park had led to an increase in calls to the police, and patrols to the park had been stepped up as a result. Vehicle crime related to the Wellington Monument car park. For the period of the secondment, re-ordering of resources meant that PCSO Vicki Henderson had been assigned elsewhere so the town currently had 2, not 3 PCSOs. Councillors noted that they would not want to permanently lose this resource.
221. CLERK’S REPORT

This new agenda item had been created to provide information and updates on ongoing council business. The report had been circulated to Councillors with the agendas and no comments were added.
222. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Richard Fox spoke to congratulate the Choral Society’s recent performance of St Matthew’s Passion, which he described as a ‘stunning event and a great act of worship’.
(b) Isabel Ward advised the meeting of concerns about pigeons at Cornhill, noting that a letter was to be sent to the Diocese of Rochester asking for additional spiking to be put on the side of the main building.
(c) Mr Wilkie requested information on any recent activities relating to the railway station working group. It was reported that this external group had not met for some time now. 
(d) David Bellfield, Chairman of the local scout executive group asked that Councillors consider taking on the dormouse woodland (agenda item 11) on behalf of the scouts. The group had been trying to find a nearby venue for outdoor activities for some time. They had been in touch with Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) who considered the scouts’ intended use of the land to be compatible with dormouse woodland.
223. GRANTS
(a) Courtfields Pre-school Baby and Toddler Group

Courtfields pre-school had submitted a grant application for £500 toward the £760 cost of purchasing soft-play equipment for a new baby and toddler group. The Finance Committee had met earlier and recommended to award £500.
RESOLVED That a grant of £500 be made, to be funded from the Devolved Services budget.  

(b) Waterloo Road Community Pre-school

The Waterloo Road Community pre-school had requested grant funding of £969.90 for the purchase of IT devices. The Finance Committee’s recommendation was to award £250 as it had noted that the pre-school had good cash reserves, and that the amount requested was for the full purchase price, rather than a contribution.

RESOLVED that a grant of £250 be made, to be funded from the Devolved Services budget.

224. WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE FACILITIES
The room next to the council’s office had recently been vacated and the council had been offered this additional office space by the Landlord, Somerset West and Taunton Council SWTC). Costs were likely to be in the region of £1,200 per annum plus legal fees and additional overheads. In discussion Councillors noted this to be a good opportunity to gain reasonably-priced additional office space, which could be used for staff, smaller meetings and storage.
RESOLVED to open negotiations to take on this additional office space with SWTC

225. FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON PARK SPRING FAYRE.
Details of this event were noted.
226. DORMOUSE WOODLAND AT THE NEW JURSTON FARM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Councillors received an update concerning the offer to take over this area of woodland:-

· There were no planning requirements obliging this land to be retained as fully-accessible public open space;

· The area would need to be managed in line with the Natural England dormouse ‘licence’ until 2020. Basic requirements were tidying up, replanting failed trees and installing nesting tubes for the mice.

· In the opinion of the developer, the land was not suitable for scouting activities as the planting scheme is woodland with paths running through but no clearings. Open space more suitable for scouting activities might be available in later stages of the development.
· Arrangements for works prior to handover, agreeing a management plan and commuted sum could be discussed at a meeting offered by the developer CG Fry.
Councillors suggested options for future consideration might include a ‘friends of’ group, liaison with Somerset Wildlife Trust regarding ongoing management, and registering the land as an asset of community value. It was noted that there would be costs associated with the ongoing management.
RESOLVED to arrange a further meeting between the Developer and Council representatives to explore the offer in greater detail.
227. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES

(a) Environment Committee

Councillors had received the minutes of the committee’s meeting on 21st March. Recommendations from the committee were highlighted.
RESOLVED to agree all recommended actions from the meeting of 21st March.
(b) Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (NPWG)

Minutes of the meeting on 11th March were noted, and the next meeting of this group would be Monday 8th April.
(c) Town Centre Working Group (TCWG)

Minutes of the meeting on 25th February were noted. An update from the meeting on 25th March was given which noted that activities on both the pop-up-shop and film festival were progressing. The start date for the pop-up-shop had been revised to the Autumn.
(d) Outreach Youth Work
Councillor Lithgow updated the meeting on this project which was now linking in with Courtfields school. PC Bramley is involved and a ‘loneliness group is being set up. The initiative has received positive feedback. The Youth bus will be in town on Monday nights with workers on hand to engage with the young people.
A query about no parking signs at the Youth Centre was raised and it was explained that these had been put up to deter local residents who were parking there.
228. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

The Clerk reported that the Council’s receipts for the period 31 March 2018 to 28 February 2019 was £248,955 and the expenditure for the same period was £228,929. 

RESOLVED that the report regarding payments and receipts be noted and accepted.
229. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:-

(a) HMRC – £748.34 – March 2019 deductions

(b) Somerset County Council – £570.30 – Superannuation for Clerk

(c) AIS – £115.20 – Office Cleaning February/March

(d) Lexis Nexis – £110.99 – Updated Council Administration publication
(e) Konica Minolta – £73.16 – photocopier consumables

(f) Montaz Engineering – £102.00 – service 2 leaf-blowers

(g) MTMIT – £85.00 – IT/laptop support

(h) Chess – £104.20 – Office broadband and telephone

(i) TDBC – £250.00 – Office rent quarter to 30 June 2019

(j) Viking – £233.31 – Postage and stationery 

(k) Viking – £45.88 – Office equipment

(l) ID Verde – £30.74 – Additional fixings for 2 new benches

(m) United Reformed Church – £96.00 – Council meetings hall hire quarter to March.

(n) Wellington Community Support Services – £13,110.00 – Running youth activities

Councillor Thorne declared an interest in account (g) as he is a personal friend of the MTMIT advisor.

Councillor Govier declared an interest in account (n) as he is the Chairman of Wellington Community Support Services.

The meeting ended at 8.15 p.m.

.........................................

Councillor Gary James

Mayor
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