Wellington Town Council Meeting 5 August 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 5 August at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
29 July 2019

1. Welcome and introductions

2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and full Council on 1 July 2019 (copies attached).
5. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

6. POLICE MATTERS
To receive information concerning:

a) Monthly police report

b) Safer Business Partnership 
To receive a brief presentation from PCSO Hill concerning this special initiative incorporating DISC - a new way for businesses to communicate for retail and night time economy in the town.
c) Town centre CCTV

Following the major incident (co-op ram-raid) in the town on 4 July general information has been sought from the police concerning the town centre cctv, and feedback will be presented.
d) To consider the ‘Drugs bus’ grant application.

A grant application has been received from Wellington Police requesting £1000 of funding towards £920 costs for the Drugs Bus to visit Wellington (no specific date set as yet).  The drugs bus has previously visited Courtfields School and last year the Council awarded a grant of £700.  Louise Fyne (PCSO) has provided feedback from the previous event in May with her application which has been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
7. CLERK’S REPORT

To receive an update on recent council activities from the Clerk (see attached).
8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
9. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
a) Wellington Counselling CIC
A grant application has been received from Wellington Counselling CIC requesting £6,000 of funding towards the £36,000 anticipated counselling costs for the coming 12 months. The group works exclusively with Wellington residents providing free or low-cost counselling, and has been running for two years now. Part-funding has also been sought from other agencies. A letter of support from a local GP accompanies the application, which has been previously circulated to Councillors.  At last month’s meeting Councillors requested an overview of current counselling/mental health support for young people in Wellington and this is attached to enable a decision to be made.

The application should be considered in tandem with the other deferred grant application to provide counselling services as presented at May’s council meeting as below;

Family Counselling Trust (FCT)

The FCT has applied to the council for funding to offer counselling to young people in Wellington experiencing mental ill-health. The group are asking the council to grant the full cost of £2997.07 needed to provide a series of 6 sessions for 8 youngsters, and associated information and guidance to their - and other - families. The application form was circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.

Grants paid to date are listed below and remaining grant funds for the current financial year are £11,449.







   £

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school





500.00*

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



       
        1,000.00

Wellington in Bloom




        1,500.00**

*funded from Community Services budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington budget
10. S137 EXPENDITURE
a) St Johns School patrol.

For information purposes Councillors are advised that the funding for St John’s School crossing patrol will no longer be necessary as from September this year. The School is building a new unit and revised access arrangements mean that only one crossing patrol will be required which the County Council will be funding.
b) Pop-up shop lease and Film Festival

In reference to Council Resolutions at July’s meeting (minute 59) to note that this will be S137 expenditure.
11. POST OFFICE CLOSURE
To discuss the imminent closure of Wellington’s Post Office.  A public consultation has been released advising of the ‘temporary closure on Saturday 10th August at 23:00 hours’ and inviting feedback.
12. ‘SAFER TOGETHER’ CONSULTATION
To discuss proposals by Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue to stand down Wellington’s daytime second fire tender as part of district-wide changes to the service. This is the subject of a current public consultation. The Service declined an invitation to attend this meeting due to demand, but are running a drop-in consultation at Taunton Library on 30th July 1-4 pm.
.
13. TO CONSIDER COMMISSIONING  PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS IN WATERLOO ROAD AND NEAR ST JOHN’S SCHOOL.
A proposal has been received for the Town Council to consider funding a crossing/safety feature near the Methodist Church to improve pedestrian safety. This could be funded by CIL contribution (subject to community consultation) and/or the council’s community services budget which has up to £40,000 available for the current financial year. A further proposal has been put forward for a crossing at a suitable point between St John’s school and St John’s church.
14. TO NOTE A FORMAL INVITATION TO THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO VISIT THE TOWN.

The 28th September is the 200 year anniversary of the only visit to the town by the Duke of Wellington. An invitation has been extended through Rebecca Pow MP, who has close ties with the Duke, to visit the town on or around this date to mark the occasion. Consideration is required as to the order of proceedings should the visit be possible.
15. WELLINGTON RUGBY CLUB ACCESS ROUTES
To discuss changes to access routes at the site following extension of their premises. Photographs have been previously circulated to Councillors.
16. TO CONSIDER AN OFFER TO PURCHASE THE OLD CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Following the annual internal audit, the Auditor inspected our old, unused Christmas lights and has made an offer of £500 to purchase them on behalf of Minehead Town Council (where he works part-time). ID Verde store these lights free of charge and would like their storage facilities freed-up for their own use. The Christmas lights have been written off the insurance schedule as they are considered of no real value. It is understood that previous attempts to sell or gift the lights have been unsuccessful.

17. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Town Centre Working Group
The Working group met on 23 July, and minutes would be circulated once available. Cllr Lithgow will give a verbal update. 
Council are asked to approve the attached proposed Terms of Reference drawn up by the Committee.
(b) Staffing and Resources Committee 

The Committee met on 29 July and minutes would be circulated once available. Cllr Lloyd will give a verbal update. 
Council are asked to approve the attached proposed Terms of Reference drawn up by the Committee.
(c) Allotments Committee

The Committee met with allotment holders on 22 July and minutes of the meeting are attached. Cllr Lloyd will update the meeting.

(d) Feedback from External Groups

Councillors who have attended external groups will provide verbal updates as appropriate.

· Playing pitch Strategy meeting 23 July 2019
18. TO CONSIDER INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2019 
Cllr LLoyd will report back on the finance committee’s earlier deliberations.
19.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE to 30 June 2019– Report attached
20. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) Net Staff salaries – £3287.06 – July salaries

(b) HMRC – £1041.62 – July deductions

(c) Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund

(d) Somerset County Council – £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(e) MTMIT - £190.00 IT hardware and support
(f)  Susan Keates - £29.00 – reimbursement of cakes bought for Civic Awards

(g) Councillor Lloyd - £36.90 – travel expenses

(h) Councillor Lloyd - £97.00 –alteration to mayoral robe and purchase of tricorn hat

(i)  Chess – £103.72 – Office Broadband and telephone June

(j)  Fox Electrical - £30.00 – inspection of Longforth public toilets 

(k) MTMIT - £860.00 – PC build and upgrade to laptop

(l)  URC - £160.00 – hire of URC hall

(m)Jobseekers - £735.94 – Deputy Clerk salary
(n) EDF - £102.30 – Rackfield lighting April to July

(o) AIS Cleaning - £120.96 – Office cleaning 1 – 26 July

(p) Councillor Lloyd £32.99 – reimbursement for purchasing office fan

One payment was made by the Clerk on 27 July to avoid late payment penalties
£231.20 – Water2business – water services bill Longforth Road car park and toilets 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth
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