Wellington Town Council Meeting 1 July 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 1 July at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 3 June 2019 (copies attached).
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. POLICE REPORT 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

To receive an update on recent council activities from the Clerk (see attached).
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
a) Wellington Counselling CIC
A grant application has been received from Wellington Counselling CIC requesting £6,000 of funding towards the £36,000 anticipated counselling costs for the coming 12 months. The group works exclusively with Wellington residents providing free or low-cost counselling, and has been running for two years now. Part-funding has also been sought from other agencies. A letter of support from a local GP accompanies the application, which has been previously circulated to Councillors.
b) Churches Together In Wellington (CTW) Big Tent event.
CTW have requested £500 towards their annual Big Tent event which uses fun and activities to support children in bible study. The event is open across all local churches, and has received a WTC grant in previous years. Overall costs are estimated in the region of £5,300. The application has been circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting.
Grants paid to date are listed below and remaining grant funds for the current financial year are £11,449.







   £

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Wellington in Bloom




        1,500.00**

*funded from ‘devolved services (now to be known as Community Services) budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington budget
9. TO RECEIVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FORTHCOMING EAT FESTIVAL
This year’s festival will take place on Saturday 7th September and the organisers, Beverley and Sarah Milner Simonds will give a brief overview of the arrangements, for Councillors’ information.
10. TO BE UPDATED ON DEVON AND SOMERSET METRO GROUP (RAILWAY)
Cllr Stock-Williams will provide an update on recent progress within the group.
11. TO CONSIDER A COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE BASINS VOLUNTEER GROUP

An invitation has been forwarded for the Council to nominate a representative on this group.
Expressions of interest will be welcomed.

12. TO DISCUSS IMMEDIATE AND LONGER-TERM PROPOSALS FOR THE LONGFORTH ROAD PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

See Clerk’s Report item 6 for background information. 
Councillors are asked to consider these facilities and to decide how best to manage them in the immediate and longer term.
13. TO REVIEW LATEST PROPOSALS FOR TAKING ON THE DORMOUSE WOODLAND AT THE NEW JURSTON FARM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT.
Following the Council’s in-principle decision to take on this 6 hectare area of woodland, and an informative site visit on 17th May further detail is expected from CG Fry as to terms of conveyance.
14. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Town Centre Working Group
The Working group met on 4th June, and minutes would be circulated once prepared. Cllr Lithgow will give a verbal update. 
As part of the update, and in reference to one of the long-term key themes of the Town Centre Working Group, a proposal will be presented for the Council to take a lease on a commercial premises for the purposes of providing a (community-focussed) Pop-up-Shop.
(b) Feedback from External Groups

Councillors who have attended external groups will provide verbal updates as appropriate.

15. TO REVIEW THE REPORT AND AGREE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR CONCERNING THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND ACCOUNTING FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2019 
The internal audit has been concluded and the auditor’s report is attached. A verbal summary will be provided by the Clerk.
16.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
17. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) Net Staff salaries – £2824.75 – June salaries

(b) HMRC – £1567.92 – June deductions

(c) Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund

(d) Somerset County Council – £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(e) Councillor and Mayor Annual allowances - £3592.00 – 2019/20 allowance

(e) Custom Plastics – £70.14 – Councillor name-plates

(f)  Konica Minolta – £83.48 – photocopier consumables

(g) Konica Minolta – £132.73 – Photocopier rental quarter to 6 September.

(h) Viking - £201.84 – office stationery

(i)  Chess – £107.54 – Office Broadband and telephone May

(j)  SWT Council – £250.00 – Rent (Museum space) quarter to 30 September.
(k) EDF Energy – £110.16 – Office electricity 4 April to 17 June
(l)  Mr B Howe – £870.00 –  Fees for annual internal audit.

Please note that 2 payments were been made by the Clerk on 6 June in line with Wellington Town Council Financial Regulation S4. Para 4.1, as follows:-

£37.00 Royal British Legion. Poppy wreath for 2018 Remembrance Service, invoice previously outstanding.

£60.00 Project Cosmic. Cost of setting up new Councillor e-mail accounts.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth

24 June 2019
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