Wellington Town Council Meeting 13th May 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 13 May 2019 immediately following the Planning meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
AGENDA
1. APOLOGIES
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. 
3. MINUTES

To confirm the minutes of Council Planning and Council on 1st April 2019 (copies attached).
4. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS (Report attached)
5. POLICE REPORT 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

To receive an update on relevant council activities in the preceding month from the Clerk (see attached).
7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
8. TO NOTE AND APPROVE RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 2018-2019 AND SUMMARY OF FUNDS AS AT 31 MARCH 2019 (Attached including summary of ‘other payments’)

9. TO NOTE AND APPROVE BANK RECONCILIATION (Attached)

10. TO NOTE PRECEPT RECEIPT

The first instalment of the 2019-2020 financial year Precept was paid, somewhat late,  on 24 April in the sum of £134,179. This marks a change from previous years when the Precept was paid in one lump sum. The second payment is due in September.

11. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
Two grants awarded at the April Council meeting were paid from the Devolved Services budget so £15,000 is currently available in the grant fund.
(a) Wellington Museum and Local History Society

An application for a grant of £750 has been received from the Wellington Local History & Museum Society. The application is a part of an annual agreement whereby the Council sub-lets the museum space to the Society for £1,000 per annum, offsetting the cost with a grant of £750.00. This approach was recommended by the internal auditor last year.
Full details of the application have been previously circulated.
(b) Wellington Majorettes
The Wellington Majorettes have requested a grant for £1,000 towards the £7,050 total cost of purchasing and fitting out a trailer to transport instruments and kit to and from events. The group have successfully bid for £2,200 from the Co-op Community Fund towards the trailer, and are actively fundraising. The application was circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.
(c) Family Counselling Trust (FCT)
The FCT has applied to the council for funding to offer counselling to young people in Wellington experiencing mental ill-health. The group are asking the council to grant the full cost of £2997.07 needed to provide a series of 6 sessions for 8 youngsters, and associated information and guidance to their - and other - families. The application form was circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.
(d) Skintight Samba Group

This community drumming group performs around the area, including at the Wellington Street Fair.  Members pay subscriptions and practice sessions are held in Wellington. The group have requested grant funding of £500 towards the £750 overall anticipated cost for repair and replacement of instruments. Skintight Samba last received a grant from the council in 2017 when an award of £500 was made. Full details have been previously circulated to councillors.
(e) Wellington in Bloom (WIB)
The Council have traditionally made an annual grant to WIB, awarding £1,200 in 2017 and £1,250 in 2018. The group have approached the council for a grant of £1,500 this year as they anticipate an increase in their operating costs. The application and associated paperwork was forwarded to councillors in advance of the meeting.
A review of the grants system is recommended and a draft policy has been prepared for consideration by the Finance Committee at its 3rd June meeting.

12. TO CONSIDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY FOR PAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLS

Utility companies’ payment requirements are not compatible with the Council’s monthly approval of accounts to be paid. Late payment charges of between £30 and £45 are added to unpaid fuel accounts after 7 – 10 days. Telephone calls need to be made to plead for this not to happen, which is at the supplier’s discretion. To avoid unnecessary costs delegated authority is sought for council staff to pay utility bills on receipt, subject to the standard cheque-signing procedure.
13. TO FURTHER CONSIDER EXTENDING THE COUNCIL’S OFFICE FACILITIES
Somerset West and Taunton Council (SWT) have offered the following proposal for taking on the additional office space of the vacant room adjacent to the council office.
Term – A new 3 year lease outside the L&T Act (may consider an alternative lease term as required)

Rent – £1,265.00 per annum exclusive payable monthly in advance

Rent Review – None

Repairs – WTC to maintain the internal office space and contribute to the annual service charge/utilities costs for the building as required

Business Rates – WTC to pay their own rates (or a proportion of)

Buildings Insurance – WTC to contribute to a proportion of the Landlords costs

Legal costs for reviewing the proposed lease would be incurred, as well as minor additional operating costs in terms of office overheads.
14. TO FURTHER DISCUSS THE OPTION TO TAKE ON A DORMOUSE WOODLAND AT THE NEW JURSTON FARM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Members of the Environment Committee met with the Developer’s representative on 16 April where it was clarified that the area in question is 6 hectares (approximately 15 acres) and not 0.6 ha as previously reported. This is therefore a considerable plot of woodland. The developer has shared the terms of the Dormouse Licence and confirmed that they would carry out any clearance and replanting necessary prior to any handover. Details of the management regime and commuted sum to be offered (to cover 10 years’ management) are expected shortly from the developer. 
The Wellington Scout group has expressed keen interest in exclusive use of the woodland. Since the last council meeting a firm expression of interest has been received from Transition Town to be considered for the ‘Friends of Group’ which may be set up, and welcoming the input of the Somerset Wildlife Trust in the woodland’s ongoing management.
15. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Working Group
The Working group met on 8 April to progress the NP. Planning themes were expanded and further individuals identified who might be of assistance in creating the plan. The group wish to take on a Committee Structure with delegated authority to spend up to a £1,000 in furtherance NP activities. Minutes of the meeting are attached.

(b) Town Centre Working Group
The group’s met on 30th April and minutes of the meeting will be circulated when available. Councillor Lithgow will provide a verbal update.
(c) Consultation event about local children’s services
There was a public consultation in the evening of 24th April, notified by the Wellington 1 Community team. Councillors Govier and Stock-Williams attended. Cllr Govier will provide a verbal update.
(d) Allotments Committee

The Committee met on 29 April. Minutes are attached, and Councillor Lloyd will give a verbal update.
16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) HMRC – £0.00 – April 2019 deductions (overpaid in year to date)
(b) Somerset County Council - £93.60 – Pension deficit fund
(c) Somerset County Council – £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk
(d) AIS – £116.64 – Office Cleaning 11 March to 5 April
(e) Konica Minolta – £132.73 – photocopier leasing March
(f) EDF energy – £94.53 – Rackfield street lighting
(g) EDF energy - £161.89 – Office electricity quarter to 3 April (already paid see 11 above)
(h) Chess – £106.46 – Office broadband and telephone
(i)  IDVerde – £3,658.07 – Cleaning Longforth Road Public Toilets
(j) KSS CRC Ltd – £36.00 –  ‘Community Payback’ contribution for footpath clearance
(k) Quayside publishing - £300 – online publishing on ‘Around Wellington’

(l) Hinewood Cleaning Services - £20.00 – window cleaning November and December
(m) St John’s School - £357.00 – Patrol crossing April to July 50% contribution

(n) Kathryn Hemensley - £99.00 – Clerk’s travel expenses 
(o) Carly Press - £30.00 – Council Members photograph X2

(p) IDVerde - £4765.12 – Community Warden quarter to April 2019

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
3 May 2019
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