Wellington Town Council Meeting 4 November 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 4 November at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To approve and formally adopt the minutes of Council Planning and full Council meetings on 7 October 2019 (copies attached).
5. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
6. TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH
7. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
(attached).
8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
To hear from members of the public wishing to address the meeting.
A request has been notified in advance of the meeting by an individual wishing to speak on the subject of 5G mobile network provision (see also agenda item 11).
9. TO REVIEW GRANT APPLICATIONS

a) Wellesley Park Pre-school

Wellesley Park Pre-school is an academy and therefore is a charity. Its main aims are to provide a planned weekly curriculum of activities ranging from painting, building, gardening and biking, depending on children’s individual interests. It currently hosts 52 children.

The grant amount requested totals £3550. The award would be used to provide new play equipment and resources. The intended start date of the project was September 2019 and a grant would mean that the organisation could offer the children a lot more opportunities and make their environment more appealing and varied. 

b) Wellington Boots Walking Football

Wellington Boots Walking Football is a community-based project, for all levels and all ages.

The project aims to improve overall fitness, help with rehabilitation (especially heart and knee problems) and to create a sociable environment within the community.

The project currently has the support of 20 members and the group is seeking a grant of £118.93.

No funding from any other source has been sought.

c) West Somerset Area Quaker Meeting Celebration of Light

The Celebration of Light has been an annual event in Wellington for the last 12 years. Its main aims are to provide a quiet and beautiful space in the peace garden behind the Quaker Meeting House in the centre of town. Attendees will experience a hushed environment lit by tea lights and lanterns and offering a place of quiet and reflection.

The grant amount requested totals £241 which would be used for tea lights, refreshments and posters amongst other things. The intended start date of the project will be October 2019.

d) Wellington Squash and Racket ball Club 

Wellington Squash and Racket Club is a society that provides squash courts for the promotion of sport in the area especially encouraging young people to take up the activity. The club was established in 1978 by local people for local people.

It is requesting £2000 towards the cost of refurbishing changing room facilities which include replacing showers, retiling, etc. £2000 has also been sought from other sources and has yet to be confirmed. The total cost of the project is estimated to be £3976.18 

Grants paid to date are listed below and remaining grant funds for the current financial year are £2749.40







   

   £

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus


920.00

Life Education Wessex




900.00

Wellington Tennis Club



         5000.00

Transition Town (sustainable food group)
         1679.60

Jackdaws Educational Trust



200.00

Total to date




        
        12250.60

Other awards

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Family Counselling Trust



        2,997.07*

Wellington Community Counselling

        6,000.00*

Wellington in Bloom


                   
        1,500.00**

Total grants allocated to other budgets
       11247.07

*funded from devolved services (now known as Community Services) budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington’ budget

10. TO CONSIDER 2020 JOINT EVENTS WITH THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

At a recent executive meeting the Royal British Legion discussed three national events to be commemorated in 2020.

· 6th May 75th anniversary V-E Day

· 27th June Armed Forces Day  

· 14th/15th August VJ day
In the light of limited resources and dispersed dates the RBL Committee suggests amalgamating the three events, but is unresolved as to an appropriate date.

As the town council are involved in all three events the RBL are interested in the views of the Council as to what particular form the 2020 celebrations might take.

11. TO DISCUSS LOCAL PROVISION OF 5G TECHNOLOGY
In the light of increasing public concern about the absence of safety testing of 5G technology, and the potential harm to human health, to consider whether the 'Precautionary Principle' should be adopted in Wellington parish with respect to the Government's plans to allow 5G mobile phone technology to be rolled out across the UK.
12. TO AGREE ADOPTION OF REVISED STANDING ORDERS
The Council’s Standing Orders have been updated, and a draft circulated, followed by a revised version to incorporate Councillor feedback. Formal approval and adoption of the Standing Orders is now sought.

13. TO NOTE CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) RECEIPTS AND FUNDS HELD.

Somerset West and Taunton Council have notified the sum of £10,381.90 due for the six-month period ending 30th September. The payment relates to developments at The Elms, Jurston Lane (£8046.38 – now paid in full) and West Park Coffee Shop (£2355.52 – first instalment).

This leaves the balance of CIL monies available to spend on community infrastructure items

at £19,769.90.

CIL funds have to be spent within 5 years of receipt or returned. Of the total funds available £1068.75 has to be spent before end of March 2023, a further £8319.25 by March 2024 and this new allowance of £10,381.90 by September 2024.
14. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB-GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.

(a) Allotments Committee
The Committee met on 21st October and minutes are attached. Councillor Lloyd will give a verbal summary of proceedings.

(b) Staffing and Resources Committee

The Committee would be meeting on 28th October and minutes of the meeting would be circulated once completed. Councillor Lloyd will provide a verbal summary of the meeting.
(c) Feedback from External Groups

Councillors who have attended external groups will provide verbal updates as appropriate.
Councillor Lloyd - SALC (Somerset Association of Local Councils) West area meeting, and Annual General Meeting.

15. TO NOTE AND APPROVE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS TO END OF SEPTEMBER - (attached)

16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

(a) Net Staff salaries – £1623.62 – October salaries

(b) HMRC – £485.37 – October deductions

(c) Somerset County Council – £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(d) Somerset County Council - £93.60 – Pension deficit fund

(e) Somerset West & Taunton - £70.00 - Premises Licence Annual Fee

(f)  Jobseekers Recruitment - £694.19*
- Asst Clerks Wages 08/10/19

(g)  Avon & Somerset - £300.00
- Contribution to Horse Tack

(h)  IDVerde - £272.40 - Dog Waste Bin & Fixings

(i)   Jobseekers Recruitment - £693.73*
- Asst & Deputy Clerks’ Wages 14/10/19

(j)   Chess - £3.14*** - Broadband

(k)  Cllr Lloyd - £103.50 - Travel Expenses

(l)   Mania Trading Ltd - £120.50
- Individual Glowsticks

(m) EDF Electricity - £99.96** - Rackfield Electricity Supply To 17/10/19

(n) Jobseekers Recruitment - £938.99* -
Asst & Deputy Clerks’ Wages 21/10/19

(o)  AIS Contract Cleaners - £120.96 – Office Cleaning, month to 18th October
Section 137 Expenditure

(p) Keith Wheatley –£265.71 - Pop-up-Shop repairs and launch. 

(q) Perrys - £295.89 – initial rent for Pop-up-shop first part month

*Jobseekers invoices are paid when received, as agreed by the Staffing and Resources Committee

**Electricity Bills are paid when received to avoid late payment charges as agreed by Council.

*** This bill will contain a credit for overpayment in September of £100.26. This means the amount due for this month will be £103.14 - £100.26 = £3.14

17. TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS RELATING TO:-
a) Hiring of Premises

b) Staffing 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth

28 October 2019
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