Wellington Town Council Meeting 7 October 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 7th October at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. The usual declarations made by members are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To approve and formally adopt the minutes of Council Planning and full Council meetings on 10 September 2019 (copies attached).
5. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
6. TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH
7. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
(see attached).
8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
To hear from members of the public wishing to address the meeting.
A request has been notified in advance of the meeting by LT wishing to address Councillors concerning 5G mobile network.
9. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
a) Wellington Tennis Club
As deferred from the September Council meeting, a grant application had been received from this long-established club requesting £5,000 towards the £49,900 quoted cost of building a third tennis court.  Works would hopefully commence in the Autumn and the club had applied to other grant funders.  As the Tennis Club had previously received a Town-Council grant of £1,500 for the third court and Councillors had raised other queries about the application, a representative of the club had been invited along to supply further information.
The Tennis Club is requesting £5,000 towards the cost of building a third tennis court.  The club has planning permission, has acquired a new lease and has obtained building quotes.  The total cost of building the court will be £49,900 and the club plans to have the site cleared in Autumn 2019 with building work commencing in Spring 2020.  This third court will allow wheelchair players to access the court, something which is not currently possible, and will increase the capacity for play for the 100 members and for other members of the public. £10,000 of funding from other sources has been confirmed, with another £15,000 waiting to be confirmed.  Previously the Tennis Club received a grant of £1,500 in February 2016 towards the new court and received a grant of £500 in February 2019 towards the cost of court upkeep.

b)  Jackdaws Educational Trust

Jackdaws is a music charity which aims to improve and extend access to, participation in and enjoyment of music through active projects.  Jackdaws will be engaging with local children in a performance of ‘The Stylist of Somerset’, an inclusive production of Rossini’s Barber of Seville, with the project starting in January 2020.  This will be performed by professional young artists alongside children from maintained schools in and around Wellington including Court Fields, St John’s, Rockwell Green and Oake, Bradford and Nynehead.  Up to 100 children can take part alongside professional artists.  There will be two performances in Wellington.  The opportunity was offered to all schools in the area and they were fully subscribed within a week.  

The total cost of the project will be £16,850.  Jackdaws has applied for £16,650 of funding from other sources, some of which has already been successful.  Jackdaws is applying for a grant of £200 from the Town Council.
c)  Transition Town Wellington’s Sustainable Food Group

Transition Town Wellington is a volunteer community led group which aims to guide Wellington to become a more sustainable and lower carbon footprint community.  The sustainable food group focusses on food and runs talks on growing vegetables and cooking, and are planting food producing trees and bushes so residents can forage healthy, local food for free.  The group is planning to buy and plant a range of trees, bushes and wildflowers in its Longacre community garden site between 12 October 2019 and 31 March 2020.   The total cost of the project will be £2981.42.  The group is applying for a grant of £1679.60 from the Town Council and will be using £1301.82 of its own money, raised by fundraising and donations.  Records indicate that Transition Town was awarded a grant of £1600.00 in February 2016.  

Grants paid to date are listed below and remaining grant funds for the current financial year are £631.93.






   £

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Wellington in Bloom




        1,500.00**

Family Counselling Trust



        2,997.07

Wellington Community Counselling

        6,000.00

Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus


920.00
Life Education Wessex




900.00
*funded from ‘devolved services’ (now to be known as ‘Community Services’) budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington’ budget

10. TO DISCUSS ALLOCATION OF GRANTS TO ALTERNATIVE BUDGET HEADINGS
To ensure that grants paid in the current financial year have been allocated to the correct budget heading for financial recording purposes.
11. TO NOTE THE ANNUAL REPORT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR – PKF Littlejohn 

The annual audit of the Town Council’s accounts carried out by PKF Littlejohn, on behalf of the Audit Commission has now been completed. The accounts have been accepted but ‘except for’ issues have been advised, which will be presented to the meeting for discussion.
12. LAND AT THE BASINS
To revisit an offer by the Crown Commissioners to sell to the council a number of plots of land in and around The Basins area for which it is custodian.
13. TO REFORM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP
Following from September’s Council meeting Cllrs Lloyd and Stock-Williams formally stepped down from the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. Membership now needs to be reviewed. Current members are Cllrs Barr, Govier, McGuffie, Lithgow and Thorne.
14. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB -GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Town Centre Working Group
The Working group would be meeting on 1 October and minutes would be circulated once prepared. Cllr Lithgow will give a verbal update. 
(b) Environment and Open Spaces Committee
The Committee met on 16th September and minutes (previously circulated) are attached. Cllr Stock-Williams acted as Chair of the meeting and will give a brief update.
The Committee recommended two items for approval by Council:
i. Approval of a flyer printed with the Town Council logo for use by the Footpath Volunteer team when requesting private owners to cut back vegetation overhanging and obstructing footpath (attached).
ii. Following the presentation by Transition Town Wellington regarding street trees, the Committee recommended that a survey of local shops and residents in affected areas by the group could have written endorsement that it was supported by the Town Council.

Councillors present at the meeting deferred to main Council the choosing of locations for Town Council-provided benches. It has been the practice of the Council to provide two new benches each year and for this year suggested locations have been:-

· Corner of Pear Tree Way and Torres Vedras Drive (by the stream)

· Corner of Gay Street and Priory 

· Opposite Rockwell Green Chip shop

· The Green at Oakfield Park

The two benches provided last year had cost around £1,000 net of vat which included fitting costs.
(c) Feedback from External Groups

Councillors who have attended external groups will provide verbal updates as appropriate.
i. Devon and Somerset Metro Group. Councillor Barr had attended a meeting on 13th September and minutes of the meeting are attached.
ii. Any other groups who have met?

15. TO REVIEW THE 2019 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

To work through the remaining feedback from the internal audit report (item 22 onwards) and agree actions and timescales.
16.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
17. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a) Net Staff salaries – £4004.28 – September salaries
(b) Job Seekers Recruitment - £510.83* – Deputy Clerk salary

(c) HMRC – £1940.95 – September deductions

(d) Somerset County Council – £1341.45 – Superannuation for Clerk

(e) Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund

(f) ARC Electrical - £189.60 – Electrical work in pop up shop
(g) Konica Minolta - £132.73 - photocopier rental quarter to 6 December
(h) Konica Minolta - £106.79 – photocopier supplies 

(i) EDF Energy – £145.09** – Electricity supply to 16 September

(j) Avon and Somerset Police - £300.00 – horse blanket sponsorship 

(k) Somerset West and Taunton Council - £250.00 – quarterly office rent to 31 December

(l) Viking - £595.10 - stationery

(m) Alpha Gifts and Awards - £382.90 – gift for Duke of Wellington

(n) STC Catering - £397.50 – buffet for Mayor’s carnival reception

(o) M Greener - £3.15 – travel expenses for Duke of Wellington visit

(p) K Hemensley - £3.15 – travel expenses for Duke of Wellington visit

(q) ID Verde - £2160.00 – revised Longforth Rd toilets cleaning bill April-June 2019

(r) Wellington Community Support Services Ltd - £6555.00 – Youth Centre April to July 2019

(s) Odette’s Tea Room - £170.00 – refreshments for Duke of Wellington visit

(t) Job Seekers Recruitment - £463.20* - Deputy Clerk salary

(u) PKF Accountants - £720.00 – Annual Audit

(v) Cllr Lloyd - £92.40 – Travel expenses and robe-cleaning.
*Jobseekers invoices are paid when received, as agreed by the Staffing and Resources Committee

**Electricity Bills are paid when received to avoid late payment charges as agreed by Council.

18. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM

To consider a confidential item for which an Exclusion of Press and Public will be proposed.

(i)  To discuss Council Office premises

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth

30 September 2019
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