Wellington Town Council Meeting 3 February 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3rd February at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. Standing declarations made by Councillors are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To approve and formally adopt the minutes of Council Planning and full Council meetings on 6 January 2020 (copies attached).
5. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
6. TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH
7. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
(attached).
8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
To hear from members of the public wishing to address the meeting.
9. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
a) There have been no grant applications submitted for consideration since the January Council meeting.
b) TO CONSIDER ALLOCATION OF GRANT EXPENDITURE TO OTHER BUDGET HEADINGS
Grants paid to date are listed below and the grant budget is currently overspent by £207.98. Sums spent to date now require review and possible allocation to appropriate alternate budget headings.






   

   £

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00 

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus


920.00 

Life Education Wessex




900.00

Wellington Tennis Club



         5000.00

Transition Town (sustainable food group)
         1679.60

Jackdaws Educational Trust



200.00

Wellington Boots Walking Football


118.93

WSA Quaker Meeting Celebration of Light

241.00
Wellington Cricket Club



        1,050.00

Wellington Choral Society



        1,547.45







        -------------

Total to date




        
     £15,207.98
Other awards (allocated to other budgets)

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Family Counselling Trust



        2,997.07*

Wellington Community Counselling

        6,000.00*

Wellington in Bloom


                   
        1,500.00**








       --------------

Total grants allocated to other budgets              £11,247.07                                                                   
*funded from ‘Community Services’ budget
** funded from ‘promoting Wellington’ budget
10. BANKING PROCEDURES – TO AGREE ONLINE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

In the move towards online banking, all account signatories are now registered for online banking. The next stage is setting up a payment arrangement with the bank which requires multiple signatories. A decision is now needed as to which accounts will be paid via internet payments. 

It is recommended to continue with cheque payment for HMRC (payroll deductions) and pension payments. Potentially all other payments could be made online, once accounts have been approved at Council meeting.  (Salary payments need to clear employee’s bank accounts by the end of the calendar month so will be approved and released prior to council meeting as is currently done).
11.TO REVIEW AND RE-ADOPT UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The Council’s financial regulations require annual review and re-adoption, and have been circulated in advance of the meeting.
12. TO CONSIDER WHETHER THERE SHOULD BE A 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT AT EXETER ROAD
Since the request to consider this – in preparation for the Bagley Road development - was tabled on the agenda, the County Council have notified that the speed limit will be reduced to 30 mph along this stretch of road. Discussion is required as to whether Councillors wish to press for a slower speed limit.
13. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT LOCAL PLAN 2040 CONSULTATION BY SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON COUNCIL

To discuss generally topics arising from this plan such as Climate Change, and particularly the Place Plan for Wellington.
14.TO CONSIDER THE RECENT ADVISEMENT OF A POSSIBLE UNITARY AUTHORITY FOR SOMERSET

An opportunity for Councillors to give early consideration to the potential impact on the Town Council should there be a unitary authority.

15. TO BE ADVISED ABOUT A FOOTPATH AT CROSSLANDS

Councillors who have recently been involved with liaison with Somerset County Council concerning this path will advise the meeting of a current proposal.

16. TO AGREE THE COUNCIL’S PRESENCE AT WELLINGTON EVENTS
There are opportunities for the Council to have a (free) stand at the May Fayre (Wellington Park Monday 3rd May) and the EAT Festival (Saturday 5th September). Early booking is advisable. These events present an ideal opportunity for Councillors and staff to meet and engage with the public to raise awareness and get views from local residents. There is also the option of the street fair (Carnival committee) on Sunday 7th June but details of charges and availability are not yet known.
17. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB-GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
This Working Group met on 20th January, and notes of the meeting would be circulated once finalised. Councillor McGuffie (acting group chairman) will give a verbal report.
(b) Town Centre Working Group
The Working Group met on 21st January, and minutes of the meeting are attached. Councillor Lithgow will give a verbal report. This will include review of the Working Group’s recommendation to increase rental charges for the Pop-up Shop to £130 per week as from 1st January 2021 to reflect a contribution towards the £54.00 per week business rates.
(c) Feedback from External Groups or Events
Councillors who have attended external groups or events will provide verbal updates as appropriate.
18.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR DECEMBER 2019 – Report attached
19. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

(a)  Net staff salaries – £1972.68 – December salaries

(b)  HMRC - £572.37 – December deductions

(c)  Somerset County Council - £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(d)  Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund
(e)  Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £492.91 – Deputy Clerk Wages – 18/11/19 to 24/11/19*

(f)  Chess - £103.14 – telephone and broadband to 31/12/19

(g) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £244.27 – Deputy Clerk Wages – 30/12/19 to 05/01/20 

(h) Heartstart Somerset – £40.00 - Replace defib pads at Longforth Road 

(i) HWCS Shop Window Cleaning – £10.00 - July 2019 window clean. 

(j) HWCS Shop Window Cleaning – £10.00 - August 2019 window clean. 

(k) Idverde - £1,287.72 – Period October to December 2019 – Longforth Toilet Cleaning

(l) Somerset West & Taunton - £11,000.00 – Contribution to Wellington One Team – Co-ordinator – Team around the School.

(m) AIS  - £120.96 – Chamber and Office Cleaning. Period Mon16th December 2019 to Friday 10th January 2020

(n) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £481.00 – Assistant Clerk Wages – 06/01/20 to 12/01/20 

(o) Kathryn Hemensley – £27.29 - Staple Gun & Staples 

(p) Viking - £58.51 – Pack of 50 large 1st class stamps

(q) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £465.48 – Assistant Clerk Wages – 13/01/20 to 19/01/20

(r) MTMIT - £239.98 – IT Support, Windows 10 Genuine License key and upgrade. 

(s) Janet Lloyd - £78.00 – Canvas Print of Monument.  Present to Mayor of Torres Vedras.  Two bone china plates -National Trust Gifts to Hosts & Twinning Assoc in Torres Vedras.

*Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £492.91 – Deputy Clerk Wages – 18/11/19 to 24/11/19 – payment made and sent on 15th January 2020 – Due to computer upgrade invoice did not come through.

Section 137 Expenditure

 (a)  British Gas - £12.52  – Top Up electric supply for Pop Up Shop – period 16/12/19 to 16/01/20

20. TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC TO ENABLE DISCUSSION OF A CONFIDENTIAL ITEM RELATING TO STAFFING
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth
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