WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 3rd February 2020

Minutes of the meeting of Wellington Town Council held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 3rd February at 7.00 pm
PRESENT: Councillor J Lloyd (Mayor), 

Councillors M Lithgow, N Powell-Brace, M McGuffie, A Govier, S Pringle-Kosikowsky, D Bradley, V Stock-Williams, J Thorne, J Hunt, C Booth.
Kathryn Hemensley (Town Clerk)

Annette Kirk (Assistant Clerk)

There were 10 members of the public present and 2 members of the press.
203. Welcome and Introductions

Councillor Janet Lloyd opened the meeting, with a welcome to guests and introduction to Annette Kirk, currently acting as Assistant Clerk.
The Mayor announced to the meeting that the Clerk had successfully passed the CiLCA qualification. Councillors offered their congratulations.
204. Apologies

Apologies for non-attendance were given and accepted from Councillors N Smith and W Battishill.
205.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Govier, Lithgow, Lloyd, and Stock-Williams declared personal interests as members of Somerset West and Taunton Council.
Councillors Thorne, Govier and Hunt declared personal interests as members of Somerset County Council.
Councillor Lloyd declared a personal interest relating to the invoices from MTMIT at agenda item 19 ‘Payment of Accounts’, being a customer of MTMIT, the Council’s IT consultant.
Councillor Thorne also declared a personal interest relating to the invoices from MTMIT at agenda item 19 ‘Payment of Accounts’, being a customer and personal friend of MTMIT the Council’s IT consultant.
206. MINUTES
Amendments required to the January minutes were advised:-
Planning: 
· The minutes should have included the planning reference number for the application which had been withdrawn (81 Oaken Ground, Rockwell Green, Wellington (43/19/0107).  Details of withdrawn applications to be included in future.
· Cllr Thorne had commented under application (43/19/0105/LB) that it was good to see a formerly disused building being used again as a residence, but this had not been reflected in the minutes.
· The minute concerning the planning team incorporating references to Bath and North East Somerset Council should be struck through as it was the applicant’s agent who had made that reference, not the SWT Planning Officer.
Council:

The S106 item had generated a request for the Clerk to find out the deadlines for spending available S106 funds.

Subject to the above amendments Councillors approved the minutes of December’s Planning and Council meeting as a true and accurate record of proceedings, with the Mayor signing the minutes to this effect.   
207. TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A report of the Mayor’s engagement(s) for the previous month had been circulated. Attached was a letter from the Mayor of Torres Vedras welcoming the Mayor to the town’s forthcoming carnival. The Mayor showed the meeting the gift she would be presenting to Torres Vedras Council – a canvas of a recent aerial photograph of Wellington monument. Councillors shared their appreciation of this attractive gift.
208. POLICE REPORT

There was no police report for the meeting, and no police representative in attendance. 
209. CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been previously circulated to Councillors, with the Clerk verbally updating several issues:-
· Very pleased to have passed the CiLCA course

· Online bank payments would be set up by the Clerk, then would require 2 variable signatories to release payment
· Good that two toilet cubicles had remained open for several months now without problem. The Clerk had arranged a second meeting with a specialist Contractor at the premises on 6th February.
210. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
(a) Richard Fox wished those present a happy new year. He explained that he had been to the Somerset West and Taunton Local Plan consultation at the Quaker meeting hall where there had been good information on show. Mr Fox’s opinion was that the future provision for the increase of sports facilities around the town (10%) would not match the projected population growth (50%). He hoped that there might be consideration for additional sports facilities. Councillors noted this feedback.
(b) Isabel Ward spoke on behalf of Churches Together (CT). They had been delighted to welcome new members to their recent Annual meeting, as well as the CT Chief Executive Officer. Wellington’s CT Officers had been re-elected. Work continued with the schools and the Howard Road fun day would be repeated this year on 6th September. CT were disappointed that Asda had removed their (charity) food box, and a further outlet was also needed following closure of the One-stop shop. CT will be promoting its work via the Council’s pop-up shop in week commencing 30th March, particularly its support for ‘Release International’ which supports imprisoned or persecuted Christians. The Walk of Witness would take place on Good Friday, and CT would also have a presence at the Spring Fayre.
(c) Phil Cookson thanked the Council for Transition Town’s (TT) recent use of the pop-up shop which had successfully promoted interest in the group’s activities. Phil explained that TT was applying for a Democracy Pioneer grant to enable wide local consultation about conservation and carbon reduction in relation to the current SWT Local Plan. He welcomed any letters of support to accompany the grant application.
211. GRANT APPLICATIONS
(a) No applications had been received during the previous month. 

(b) Councillors noted the current overspend of £207 on the grant fund. 

RESOLVED to re-allocate the cost of grants to Reminiscence Learning (Defibrillator) £1301.00 and Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus £920.00 to the Community Safety budget line.  This would leave a balance of £2013.02 for any grants received before the end of the financial year. 

212. BANKING PROCEDURES

The Clerk confirmed that the Council’s bank account had been set up to complete online payments and staff would now set up the Council’s payees.

RESOLVED that all payments excluding HMRC and Pension Contribution Payment are to be made online.
213. REVISED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Updated Financial Regulations had been circulated to Councillors. 
RESOLVED to adopt the updated Financial Regulations. Councillor Lithgow would take on the quarterly verification of the bank reconciliations as a non-signatory to the account.
214. SPEED LIMIT AT EXETER ROAD, ROCKWELL GREEN
Following notification by the County Council that the speed limit along Exeter Road at Rockwell Green would be reduced to 30 mph, Councillors agreed this was an appropriate limit. Therefore, no further speed reduction would be sought.
215. SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON LOCAL PLAN 2040 CONSULTATION

Cllr Lloyd advised that the Wellington ‘Place Plan’ forming part of this consultation, was simply a designated plan for this town. It made specific reference to Fox’s Mill and Cornhill. Councillors felt the timing of the recent local workshop event had excluded working people from attending. Given the significance of the Local Plan for the area and the consultation closing date of 16th March:-
RESOLVED for the Clerk to write to SWT requesting another consultation event at a time which would enable working people to see the information and have their say.
RESOLVED for the Clerk to request a meeting for Councillors and SWT Officers to enable specific discussion around the Place plan for Wellington
216. POSSIBLE UNITARY AUTHORITY FOR SOMERSET
This item was deferred as the Leader of Somerset County Council, David Fothergill would be attending the March meeting to discuss options and opportunities associated with the potential creation of a unitary authority.
217. FOOTPATH AT CROSSLANDS
Cllr Lithgow advised the meeting that the County Council had agreed to tarmac the link section between Crosslands and the newly-created footpath. 2 Quotation had been received:-

1) £2,220.00 plus VAT

2) £3,500.00 plus VAT

The Town Council would order and pay for the works then be reimbursed by the County Council.

RESOLVED to instruct the work as at quote no1, to be completed and invoiced by year end.
218. COUNCIL PRESENCE AT COMMUNITY EVENTS

Councillors noted 2020 dates for:- 

· the May Fayre (Monday 3 May)

· the Street Fair (Sunday 7th June)

· Eat Festival (Saturday 5th September)
RESOLVED for the Council to have a stand at each event to promote its work.
219. REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB-GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES
(a) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Working Group
The group had met on 20th January, and notes had been circulated. Cllr McGuffie as acting Chairman advised the meeting that the group had carried out a ‘pros and cons’ exercise and on balance very much wished to proceed. The next meeting would be 24th February where a guest speaker with direct experience would be offering advice on the process.  The group hoped to complete the NP in 2-3 years.
(b) Town Centre Working Group
The group had met on 21st January and Cllr Lithgow gave a verbal report to the meeting, noting that:-

· The Assistant Clerk was working up formal booking arrangements for the promotional space, and further promotional space by the co-op was being investigated. 
· The pop-up shop was doing so well there were now only 4 weeks free for the whole year. 
· Film Festival arrangements were also progressing nicely. 
· Town Retailers fed back that the Christmas light switch-on would be much more beneficial if brought forward one week.

· Council approval was required concerning a proposed increase in pop-up shop rental charges.

RESOLVED that charges for the pop-up shop would be increased to £130.00 per week from 1st January 2021.
Cllr Thorne noted that he had not offered to look into promotional space outside the co-op as the notes of the working group meeting had stated.
220. COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO 31 DECEMBER 2019
RESOLVED that the Income and Expenditure statements to 31 December 2019 be noted and agreed as true and accurate.

221. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid:-
(a)  Net staff salaries – £1972.68 – December salaries

(b)  HMRC - £572.37 – December deductions

(c)  Somerset County Council - £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(d)  Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund

(e)  Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £492.91 – Deputy Clerk Wages – w/c 18/11/19*
(f)  Chess - £103.14 – telephone and broadband to 31/12/19

(g) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £244.27 – Deputy Clerk Wages – 30/12/19 to 05/01/20 

(h) Heartstart Somerset – £40.00 - Replace defib pads at Longforth Road 

(i) HWCS Shop Window Cleaning – £10.00 - July 2019 window clean. 

(j) HWCS Shop Window Cleaning – £10.00 - August 2019 window clean. 

(k) Idverde - £1,287.72 – Period October to December 2019 – Longforth Toilet Cleaning

(l) Somerset West & Taunton - £11,000.00 – Contribution to Wellington One Team – Co-ordinator – Team around the School.

(m) AIS  - £120.96 – Chamber and Office Cleaning. Period Mon16th December 2019 to Friday 10th January 2020

(n) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £481.00 – Assistant Clerk Wages – 06/01/20 to 12/01/20 

(o) Kathryn Hemensley – £27.29 - Staple Gun & Staples 

(p) Viking - £58.51 – Pack of 50 large 1st class stamps

(q) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £465.48 – Assistant Clerk Wages – 13/01/20 to 19/01/20

(r) MTMIT - £239.98 – IT Support, Windows 10 Genuine License key and upgrade. 

(s) Janet Lloyd - £78.00 – Canvas Print of Monument.  Present to Mayor of Torres Vedras.  Two bone china plates -National Trust Gifts to Hosts & Twinning Assoc in Torres Vedras.

(t)  MTMIT – £250.00 -  IT Retainer February.

(u) MTMIT - £90.00 – Email hosting February.

(v) A Kirk - £10.50 – staff travel expenses (meeting)

(w) Express matting - £50.84 – security mirror for office

(y) SAGE - £44.10 – payroll package – February

(z) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £465.48 – Assistant Clerk Wages w/c 20/1
Section 137 Expenditure

(aa) British Gas - £12.52 – Electric supply for Pop Up Shop – period 16/12/19 to 16/01/20
(ab) HT Perry and Sons - £500.00 – pop up shop rent for February

(ac) HT Perry and Sons - £95.00 – pop-up shop annual buildings insurance.
*Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £492.91 – Deputy Clerk Wages – 18/11/19 to 24/11/19 – payment made and sent on 15th January 2020 – Due to computer upgrade original invoice had not been received.
222. RESOLVED to exclude the Press and Public from the meeting for the discussion of two confidential items relating to job evaluations and individual salaries.
The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.
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Councillor Janet Lloyd
Mayor
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