Wellington Town Council Meeting 2 December 2019
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 6 January at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. Standing declarations made by Councillors are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To approve and formally adopt the minutes of Council Planning and full Council meetings on 2 December 2019 (copies attached).
5. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
6. TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH
7. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
(attached).
8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
To hear from members of the public wishing to address the meeting.
9. TO CONSIDER GRANTING CONSENT TO ENABLE SALE OF LAND AT THE REAR OF THE WELLESLEY CINEMA.
This agenda item was brought forward from the December Council meeting as insufficient information was to hand at the time. Further details have since been passed to Councillors. The Theatre Trustees wish to sell a parcel of land at the rear of the premises. The sale cannot however complete until the Council gives consent to register the land title with HM Land Registry. This is because the Council has a legal charge over the property relating to £14,500 loaned to the Trust in two stages in 1982.
10. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
a) There have been no grant applications submitted for consideration since the December Council meeting.
(b) Grants Summary

 Grants paid to date are listed below and the grant budget is currently overspent by £207.98, although adjustments to transfer grant expenditure to other budget headings may follow.







   

   £

Wellington Museum





750.00

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00 

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus


920.00 

Life Education Wessex




900.00

Wellington Tennis Club



         5000.00

Transition Town (sustainable food group)
         1679.60

Jackdaws Educational Trust



200.00

Wellington Boots Walking Football


118.93

WSA Quaker Meeting Celebration of Light

241.00
Wellington Cricket Club



        1,050.00

Wellington Choral Society



        1,547.45







        -------------

Total to date




        
     £15,207.98
Other awards (allocated to other budgets)

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Family Counselling Trust



        2,997.07*

Wellington Community Counselling

        6,000.00*

Wellington in Bloom


                   
        1,500.00**








       --------------

Total grants allocated to other budgets              £11,247.07                                                                 
*funded from ‘devolved services’ (now to be known as ‘Community Services’) budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington’ budget

11. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO FUND A VISIT BY THE MAYOR TO THE CARNIVAL IN WELLINGTON’S TWIN-TOWN OF TORRES VEDRAS, PORTUGAL

The Mayor proposes:-

"I am asking for Wellington Town Council to pay mine and Ian's return airfare to Portugal to the sum of £361.94p as we have been invited by the Mayor of Torres Vedras to attend their Carnival.

After speaking to our Twinning officials and members of our Carnival Committee, I have established that a Mayor of Wellington has never attended the Torres Vedras Carnival even though the Mayor is always invited. 

In 2019 Gary received an email invitation on the Sunday prior to the commencement of the carnival on the following Thursday, (they are apparently very laid back in Portugal!!) Gary could not attend and he phoned me to ask me if I could go but I was going to Cornwall that week.

In view of all of the above, I am honoured to be able represent Wellington Town Council and the town of Wellington at the Torres Vedras Carnival at the end of February and hope that the Council will approve my request for funding.
12. TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND THE LEVEL OF ITS COUNCIL TAX FOR 2019/20
The Clerk’s report and draft budget is attached.

13. TO REVIEW THE TOWN’S CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

With the three-year contract for the supply of lights coming to an end, and the increased costs of providing Christmas lights, a review of this year’s provision is to be debated.
14. TO CONSIDER SECTION 106 FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR BIDS

Somerset West and Taunton Council was in contact in December to advise that there are still Section 106 funds available should appropriate bids be submitted by either the Council or community groups. Unlike CIL funds, S106 funds have to be spent in the locality in which they were generated rather than anywhere within the parish boundary.

Remaining funds are:

	Planning Ref
	Site Name
	Parish
	
	Play
	Outdoor Recreation
	Com. Halls

	43/11/0062
	East side of Bagley Road
	Wellington
	
	 
	£1,200.00
	 

	43/12/0084
	Land at former medical centre, Bulford
	Wellington
	
	 
	£6,133.24
	£140.43

	43/14/0137
	Three Cups, Fore Street
	Wellington
	
	£21,596  (allocated for Play equipment at Walkers Gate)
	 
	 

	43/05/0004
	Cades Farm, Phase 1
	Wellington
	
	 
	 
	£250,000.00

	43/06/0112
	58-60 Mantle Street
	Wellington
	
	£488.16
	 
	 


15. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB-GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS.
(a) Staffing and Resources Committee
The Committee met on 16th December and minutes have been circulated to Councillors. 
Cllr Lloyd will give a verbal update. 
(b) Post Office Working Party

The Working Party, now consisting of Cllrs Thorne and McGuffie met informally on 10th December. Cllr McGuffie will give a verbal update.

(c) Feedback from External Groups or Events
Councillors who have attended external groups or events will provide verbal updates as appropriate.
16.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – Report attached
17. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
(a)  Net staff salaries – £1972.68 – December salaries

(b)  HMRC - £572.37 – December deductions

(c)  Somerset County Council - £472.62 – Superannuation for Clerk

(d)  Somerset County Council - £93.60 – pension deficit fund

(e)  Konica Minolta - £124.14 – Photocopier supplies 7/9 to 6/12/19

(f)  Jobseekers Recruitment – £897.32 – Asst & Deputy Clerks’ wages – 2/12 to 8/12/19

(g)  K Hemensley - £158.40 – reimbursement of purchase of grit

(h)  Konica Minolta - ££132.73 – photocopier rental 7/12/19 to 6/3/20

(i)  SALC - £90.00 – VAT training course for Clerk and one Councillor

(j)  Hinewood Cleaning Service - £10.00 – office window cleaning May 2019

(k)  Hinewood Cleaning Service - £10.00 – office window cleaning June 2019

(l)  Jobseekers Recruitment – £1023.82 - Asst & Deputy Clerks’ wages – 25/11 to 1/12/19

(m)  Denis & Ian Pearce Ltd - £660.00 – hire of PA system for Christmas Lights event

(n)  Viking - £67.97 – stationery

(o)  Viking - £75.74 – stamps

(p)  St John Ambulance - £221.76 – first aid cover for Christmas Lights event

(q)  Chess - £107.50 – telephone and broadband to 30/11/19

(r)  AIS Cleaners - £120.96 – office cleaning 18/11 to 13/12/19

(s)  SWT District Council - £19.89 – backdated rent increase 4/12 to 31/12/19

(t)  Jobseekers Recruitment - £949.67 - Asst & Deputy Clerks’ wages – 9/12 to 15/12/19

(u)  EDF Energy - £183.03 – electricity supply 17/9 to 16/12/19

(v)  SWT Council – £315.00 – rent for Town Council offices and Museum 1/01 to 31/03/19

(w) Jobseekers Recruitment - £847.90 – Asst & Deputy Clerks’ wages - 16/12 to 22/12/19

Section 137 Expenditure

(x)  Amicus Law - £630.00 – legal advice re lease of Pop Up Shop premises

(y)  Judith Goss Florists - £87.00 – flowers for war graves

(z)  British Gas - £32.48 – electric supply for Pop Up Shop – to 16/12/19
*Jobseekers invoices are paid when received, as agreed by the Staffing and Resources Committee

**Electricity Bills are paid when received to avoid late payment charges as agreed by Council.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth
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