Wellington Town Council Meeting 2 March 2020
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WELLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
28 Fore Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8AQ
Tel: 01823 662855
E-mail: info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk

COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Wellington Town Council to be held in the main hall of the United Reformed Church in Fore Street, Wellington on Monday 2nd March at 7.00 pm.
Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this meeting.
Kathryn Hemensley
Town Clerk
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APOLOGIES
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal or prejudicial interests, in accordance with the Code of Conduct. Standing declarations made by Councillors are set out at the end of the agenda.
4. MINUTES

To approve and formally adopt the minutes of Council Planning and full Council meetings on 3 February 2020 (copies attached).
5. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
6. TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT FOR THE PREVIOUS MONTH
7. TO CONSIDER THE RECENT ADVISEMENT OF A POSSIBLE UNITARY AUTHORITY FOR SOMERSET

The Leader of Somerset County Council, Councillor David Fothergill will be attending to discuss with Councillors what options and possibilities might be open to the Town Council as part of the potential move to a Somerset Unitary Authority. Cllr Fothergill will be accompanied by a Somerset County Council Officer.
8. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
(attached).
9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME
To hear from members of the public wishing to address the meeting.
(a) Phil Cookson – Climate emergency and Somerset West and Taunton Local Plan 2040 Consultation.
(b) Isabel Ward – town street drainage.
10. TO DECIDE GRANT APPLICATIONS
(a) Churches Together in Wellington

An application for a £250 grant has been received from Churches Together in Wellington (CTW). Each year CTW put on a Fun day for residents in and around Howard Road, the idea being for the community to come together and share in some fun activities. Additional funding of £300 towards the overall cost of approximately £600 has been requested from the Taunton Deane Residents’ Community Fund.  The application has been forwarded to Councillors.

(b) GRANTS SUMMARY



              £

Wellington Museum





750.00

Skintight Samba





500.00

Wellington Majorettes



        1,000.00

Life Education Wessex




900.00

Wellington Tennis Club



         5000.00

Transition Town (sustainable food group)
         1679.60

Jackdaws Educational Trust



200.00

Wellington Boots Walking Football


118.93

WSA Quaker Meeting Celebration of Light

241.00

Wellington Cricket Club



        1,050.00

Wellington Choral Society



        1,547.45








        -------------

Total to date




        
     £12,986.98







        -------------
Other awards (allocated to other budgets)

Waterloo Road Community pre-school


250.00*

Courtfields pre-school




500.00*

Family Counselling Trust



        2,997.07*

Wellington Community Counselling

        6,000.00*

Wellington in Bloom


                   
        1,500.00**

Avon and Somerset PCC – Drugs Bus


920.00*** 

Reminiscence Learning (defibrillator)

        1,301.00***







       --------------

Total grants allocated to other budgets              £13,468.07







       --------------
*funded from ‘Community Services and Priorities’ budget

** funded from ‘promoting Wellington’ budget

*** funded from ‘Community Safety Budget’
11. TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE

With a qualified Clerk, the Council now have the opportunity to adopt, by formal resolution, the General Power of Competence (GPC - details attached). If adopted the GPC will remain in place until the next Town Council elections.
12. SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON COUNCIL (SWT) LOCAL PLAN 2040 CONSULTATION

With a deadline of 16th March for feedback through the current SWT consultation, discussion is required to establish what feedback is to be given. Councillors have had the consultation details forwarded in advance of the meeting.
13. TO NOTE REPORTS BACK FROM COMMITTEES, SUB-GROUPS AND OUTSIDE BODIES, AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS
(a) Staffing and Resources Committee
The Committee met on 12th February and minutes will be circulated to Councillors once available. Cllr Lloyd will give a verbal update. 
(b) Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
The NP working group met on 24th February to hear a presentation from Steve Altria, Clerk to Creech St Michael parish council. Steve shared feedback about his Council’s experience in completing their Neighbourhood Plan. Notes presented by Steve have been circulated to Councillors. Cllr McGuffie will provide a verbal summary.
(c) Environment and Open Spaces Committee

The Committee met on 25th February. A report was received from the local Public Path Liaison Officers at the beginning of the meeting. Minutes of the meeting will be circulated once completed.
(d) Feedback from External Groups or Events
Councillors who have attended external groups or events will provide verbal updates as appropriate.
(i) Somerset and Devon Metro Group (Cllr Barr)
14.  TO NOTE AND APPROVE COUNCIL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO 31st JANUARY– Report attached
15. TO NOTE AND AGREE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

(a)  Net staff salaries – £4,582.37 – February 2020 salaries

(b)  HMRC - £2,122-62 – February 2020 deductions

(c)  Somerset County Council - £1,528.06 – Superannuation for Clerk

(d)  Somerset County Council – NIL - pension deficit fund – fully paid

(e)  MTMIT - £90.00 – Email hosting March

(f)   MTMIT - £250.00 – IT support retainer March

(g)  Chess - £100.26 – telephone and broadband 31st January 2020 – monthly DD

(h)  Sage - £44.10 – monthly DD for payroll package - March

(g) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £465.48 – Asst Clerk Wages – 27/1/20 to 02/02/20 

(h) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £496.51 – Asst Clerk Wages – 03/02/20 to 09/02/20 

(i) Jobseekers Recruitment Services - £496.51  – Asst Clerk Wages – 10/2/20 to 16/02/20

(j) SALC – £85.00  Training – The Essential Clerk on 5th Feb 2020 – Annette Kirk

(k) EDF Energy - £115.17 – Electric bill re: Lighting, Rackfield*

(l) Idverde - £4,765.12 – Quarterly charge for Community Warden

(m) AIS  - £120.96 – Chamber & Office Cleaning. Period 13th Jan to 7th Feb 2020

(n) Annette Kirk - £29.70 – 41 miles travel expenses 

(o) Water2Business - £250.09 – Water Bill re: Longforth Road Toilets 

(p) Montaz Engineering Sol Ltd - £225.95 – 3 Leaf Blowers:Full service/safety check/repairs

(q) British Gas – £204.34 – Public Conveniences, Longforth Road, Wellington **

(r) Kent Surrey & Sussex CRC- £36.00 – Community Payback contribution
(s) Zurich Municipal - £55.08 – Insuring Mayor & Consort’s chains for Torres Vedras visit

(t) SALC - £30.00 – Responding to Planning Application Training 13th Feb 2020 (Cllr Smith)
(u) RW Gale Ltd – £2,664.00 – tarmacking footpath at Crosslands (credit of £1250 to follow from SCC)

(v) Information Commissioners Office - £40.00 – Annual Data Protection Fee
* EDF Energy £115.17 – electric bill re: lighting, Rackfield UM5 1SS - paid by cheque on 7/02/20

** British Gas - £204.34 – Public Convenience, Longforth Road, Wellington. Period 2nd November 2019 to 1st February 2020. Paid by BACs 10th Feb 2020

Section 137 Expenditure 

(w) HT Perrys - £500 -  Pop up shop rental for March 2020
16. TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC TO ENABLE DISCUSSION OF CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS RELATING TO:-

(a) Sensitive information relating to an external working group

(b) Remuneration for staff.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members of Somerset County Council:

Councillor Andrew Govier

Councillor James Hunt
Councillor John Thorne
Members of Somerset West and Taunton Council:
Councillor Janet Lloyd

Councillor Andrew Govier 
Councillor Mark Lithgow

Councillor Ross Henley 
Councillor Vivienne Stock-Williams 
Councillor Marcus Barr
Councillor Chris Booth

25th February 2020
PAGE  

